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THE 

PUBLISHER 's    PPvEFAGE. 

TH  E  Geography  oi Florida  being  but  imperfedly  known  to  the 
generality  of  this  nation,  and,  as  it  is  now  in  ovir  poflcffion, 
a  more  perfeft  knowledge  thereof  would  be  of  the  greatcft  fervice  to 
fuch  fliipping  as  may  be  fent  to  that  part  ;  the  Publinier  prefjmes 
to  offer  to  the  public  the  following  account  of  it.  He  has  bee:;  en- 
couraged thereto  by  marsy  of  his  friends,  who  have  been  pleaded 
to  favour  him  with  fevcral  helps  for  that  purpofc.  For  this  reaibn, 
he  imagines  that  the  reader  will  find  this  geographical  defcription  of 
that  extenlive  fea-coaft,  determined  to  a  much  nearer  degree  of  area- 
racy  than  any  yet  extant,  as  he  has  collefted  and  digefteJ  it,  with 
great  care  and  labour,  from  a  confiderable  number  of  original  Spa- 
nifo  and  French  charts,  found  on  board  feveral  different  veffels  (which 
were  made  prizes)  belonging  to  thofe  nations,  and  which  were  com- 
municated to  him  by  the  gentlemen  in  whufe  podcllion  they  were. 
He  was  alfo  affifted  by  feveral  curious  remarks  made  by  gen- 
tlemen who  navigated  in  that  part  of  the  world.  He  has  been 
more  particularly  induced  to  publifh  it  now,  fince  whatfoever  can 
affift  the  navigation  of  that  coafi:  muft  be  of  the  greateft  utility  at 
this  junflure,  when  the  fettling  of  that  country  is  under  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  government,  and  many  veffels  fitting  oat  for  that 
part.  If  he  has  in  any  part  fucceeded,  he  fliall  efteem  himfelf 
happy,  and  his  labour  well  employed  ;  but,  ifotherwife,  he  hopes, 
this  performance  m^^'y  incite  fome  other  perfon,  who  may  have  bet- 
ter helps  and  greater  abilities,  to  redllfy  the  errors,  and  render  fuch 
a  defirablc  piece  of  fervice,  more  perfed:,  to  his  country.  He 
moreover  flatters  himfelf  that  this  work,  though  it  may,  in  fome 
paiticul.irs,  be  defedive,  yet  will  be  of  the  greateft  ufe,  till  more 
accurate  furveys  can  be  made  ;  and,  ij.  the  mean  time,  in  fjme  mca- 
fure,  affifl:  thofe  gentlemen,  who  may  be  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment for  that  purpofe.  Upon  the  vv'hole,  he  humbly  fubmits  t]:iis 
work  to  the  public,  hoping  they  will  accept  it  with  their  ufual  can- 
dour, and  pardon  the  deficiencies  j  as  it  was  undertaken  for  their 
fi-rvice,  by 
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THE 

AUTHOR 's     PREFACE. 

Xo  Ri  D  A  being  an  acquiiition  likely  to  become  of  much  fa- 
_^  ture  ufe  and  confideration  to  us,  as  Britons,  it  was  thought  a 
proper  fuhjedl  of  prefent  animadverfion.  The  reader  is  dcfired  pre- 
vioufly  to  take  notice,  that  we  confine  the  name  of  Florida  to  the 
tradl  of  country  lately  ceded  to  us  by  the  Spaniards,  this  appella- 
tion formerly  including  a  much  greater  portion  of  coaft  and  con- 
tinent, and  many  regions  which  are  now  called  by  other  various 
titles  :  But  we  (hall  limit  our  obfervations  as  nearly  as  may  be  com- 
patible to  the  above  diflindlion  ;  and,  if  we  are  fometimes  carried 
farther,  it  muft  be  attributed  to  the  neceffity  that  a  fcene  of  aiftion 
extended  into  the  neighbouring  provinces  of  Georgia,  Caroli?7a,  L.ou~ 
ifiana,  &c.  parts  of  the  ancient  Florida,  hath  laid  us  under  of  doing 
fo.  The  reafoo  we  chufe  to  avoid  touching  upon  thefe  laft  men- 
tioned trafts  but  as  little  as  poffible,  iSj  that  they  are  fufficiently 
known  already  ;  or>  at  leaft,  enough  to  raife  every  improvement 
and  advantage  that  refolution  and  induftry  can  invent :  Whereas 
the  parts  we  are  now  about  to  endeavour  at  giving  a  defcription  of, 
have  been  hitherto  but  little  known  or  confidered  j  and,  indeed, 
have  only  been  very  lateiy  made  of  confequence  to  us,  by  being 
become  our  own.  It  might  be  looked  upon  as  impertinent,  per- 
haps, to  dwell  upon  fo  trite  a  fubjedl,  as  the  mutual  benefit  accru- 
ing both  to  the  mother- country,  and  our  Americaji  colonies,  from 
the  multifarious  commerce  carried  on  between  them,  a  topic  fo  well 
known,  and  fo  often  treated  of:  But  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  con- 
fider  the  particular  benefits  and  conveniencies  which  may  accrue 
from  this  new  increafe  of  territory,  and  what  purpofes  it  will  ferve, 
which  cannot  be  efFefted  by  our  more  northern  colonies,  which  now 
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form  one  continued   train  along  the  v.'hole  eaftern-fide  of  Nortb- 
ylvsrica,  without  interruption,  as  far  as  the  Cape  of  Florida. 

Of  this  prodigious  extent  of  land  we  flull  find  but  a  faiall  part 
toierably  peopled,  excepting  the  countries  bordering  upon  the  iea  ; 
and,  indeed,  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  that  the  E^'g/iJ/j  have  always 
negleded  the  moft  obvious  method  of  putting  them  in  a  different 
condition.  They  have,  indeed,  employed  themfelvcs  in  driving 
away  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  feizing  upon  their  native  foil,  but 
liave  never  taken  ary  other  method  of  increaling  the  number  of  ci- 
vilized inhabitant?,  unlcfs  it  be  that  of  encouraging  multitudes  of 
Bn'ti/I:,  and  fome  few  other  European  people,  to  fettle  in  thefe 
colonies  ;  which,  however,  tends  to  impoverifli  our  own  country  cf 
its  inhabitants,  and  can,  at  beft,  but  llowly  furnilli  a  fuitable  in- 
creafe  of  people,  and  thefe  too,  for  ages,  expofed  to  the  depreda- 
tions and  incurfions  of  the  favage,  and,  in  facft,  injured  former 
poflcfTors. 

For,  in  fplte  of  all  that  the  inconfiderate  or  vicious  may  pretend, 
wherever  a  tolerably  juft  apprehenfion  of  the  Divinity  hath  prevail- 
ed, the  more  noble  and  generous  have  been  the  exertions  of  the 
human  foul  ;  finer,  and  more  exalted  imprefl'ions,  have  been  called 
forth  into  acftion,  in  proportion  as  the  mind  hath  been  imbued  with 
true  and  vigorous  notions  of  a  divine  agent  ;  and,  on  the  contrary, 
whether  we  view  the  unenlightened  Savage,  who  roams  over  the 
deferts  o1  Amcria,  the  native  of  inbred  cruelty  and  malice,  or  look 
upon  tlie  European  kingdoms,  mol^ly  darkened  wi'.h  a  more  oolifli- 
ed  perverfion  and  fup-'rlVition,  we  ftiall  find  that  this  departure  from 
truth,  and  their  depravity  of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  debafes 
and  enflaves  mankind,  bringing  them  under  fubiedion  to  the  worft 
of  the  paffions,  fuch  as  fpread  havock  and  defolation  throughout  the 
world. 

Nature  and  experience  both  point  out  a  method  to  make  the 
Savage  inhabitants  of  our  new  acquifitions,  by  fwift  degrees,  our  firm 
friends,  and  that  is  by  the  cement  of  intermarriage  with  their  women. 

Was 
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Was  fuch  an  expedient  to  take  place,  inforced  by  proper  rewards  and 
bounties,  to  every  Eiiropea?i  or  American  fabjed:  of  Britahi,  who 
fliould  marry  an  Indian  woman,  there  would  foon,  from  the  cer- 
tain tendency  of  this  circumftance,  refult  the  happy  confequences  of 
uniting  the  Indians  into  one  people  with  ourfelves,  and  pave  a  way 
for  the  reception  of  our  pure  religion  among  them,  by  the  gentle 
niethod  of  familiarity,  and  frequent  intercourfe.  We  r.eed  not 
take  much  pains  to  prove  the  certainty  of  this  argument,  fince  the 
tye  of  marriage  is  the  band  of  nations,  which,  continually  renew- 
ing connexion  among  people  regulated  by  the  fame  laws  and  cufloms, 
makes  all,  m.ore  or  lefs,  in  fome  manner,  kindred  to  each  other, 
and  perpetuates  and  fpreads  this  relation  through  every  feparare 
flate ;  which,  were  men,  on  the  contrary,  only  to  match  with  their 
own  neareft  of  kin,  would  be  fplit  and  divided  into  as  many  fepa- 
rate  communities  as  families,  and  fo,  moft  probably,  the  mutual 
•love  and  charity,  fubfifting,  in  fome  degree,  in  the  breaft  of  every 
individual  of  the  fame  country  for  each  other,  would  be  almoft  en- 
tirely loft,  or  confined  to  much  narrower  limits  than  at  prefent. 
What  confufion  and  mifery  might  be  introduced  into  the  wovid  by 
fuch  an  alteration  as  this,  may  be  guefled  at  from  the  horrible  wars 
and  devaftations  that  happen  every  day  between  different  nations, 
-which  would  be  healed  before  breaking  out  into  adls  of  violence, 
was  there  fuch  a  relationfliip  traceable  am.ong  them. 

This  method  of  civilizing  barbarous  nations,  and  blending  them 
into  the  common  mafs,  hath  been  fallen  upon,  either  from  reafon 
or  natural  inftind:,  by  almofl  every  great  polity,  efpecially  the  more 
refined  ones,  at  all  periods;  and  perhaps  the  BritiJJ:  nation  is  alone 
to  be  excepted  from  this  general  rule,  whofe  colonies  have  fojourned 
fo  long  among  the  Indians  without  mixing  with  them.  This  may 
il-em  the  more  extraordinary,  as  we  commonly  cbferve  foreign 
inhabitants  of  other  parts  oi  America  to  propagate  from  the  natives, 
whofe  countries  they  have  conquered  and  planted. 

And  it  Is  certainly  much  to  the  intereft  of  Britain,  that  Florida 
^ould  be  well  overfpread  with  inhabitants,  as  foon  as  poffible,  from 
XI  confideration  of  what  good  confequences  will  follow  from  this 
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circumftance.  Whoever  will  perufe  the  annexed  map  with  atten- 
tioji,  will  find  (h^t  Florida  is  not  deilitute  of  fine  harbours  j  that 
the  peninfula  is  interfeded  with  arms  of  the  fea,  that  form,  as  it 
were,  fo  many  canals,  dividing  the  land  into  a  great  number  of 
iflands,  between  which  a  way  communicates  through  the  peninfula, 
from  the  Gulf  of  Florida  to  the  ftraits  of  Bahama,  capable  of  being 
navigated  by  large  veffels.  This  paflage  will  greatly  faJlitate  our 
navigation  to  the  aforefaid  gulf,  either  for  the  fafety  of  trade,  or  to 
annoy  an  eneniy  in  thofe  parts,  either  French  or  Spaniard,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  may  be  kept  fliut  againfi:  all  foreign  intrufion,. 
through  the  fame  channel,  by  a  proper  force  conveniently  flationed' 
in  it.  How  defirable  fuch  a  fhortening  of  time  and  way  muft  be, 
the  reader  may  be  convinced,  by  confidering  what  a  flrong  current 
fets  to  the  northward,  through  the  ftraits  above-mentioned,  which- 
renders  the  circuit  about  this  cape  very  tediou",  as  well  as  dange- 
rous, in  many  circumftances  ;  and  that,  by  making  a  fuitable  ufe  of 
this  convenience,  we  may,  in  war-time,  turn  all  thefe  difad vantages 
upon  our  enemy. 

We  are  fenfible  that  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Havana  would  be  always 
able  to  obftruft  the  return  of  the  rich  Spajiifi  fleets  home  to  Europe, 
with  treafure  from  Peru  and  Mexico,  which,  without  doubt,  was 
one  concurring  reafon  for  the  late  conqueft  of  Cuba  :  But,  as  it  has 
been  again  given  up  by  the  late  treaty,  it  remains  to  be  confidered, 
whether  the  coaft  of  F^r/V^  may  not  be  made,  in  a  great  meafure,. 
as  diftrefsful  to  them,  on  fuch  occafions,  as  that  of  Cuba '?  With 
regard  to  the  meer  direct  on  of  the  land,  it  fliould  feem  not  to  be 
lefs  fuited  to  this  purpofe,  becaufe  thefe  Spanip  fliips  are  oblio-ed  to 
fetch  a  compafs  as  clofe  under  it  as  they  can,  in  order  to  get  a  wind 
large  enough  to  carry  them  fufficiently  eaftward  to  fall  down  upon^ 
Cuba,  where  there  is  a  general  jundion  made  of  their  feveral  fleets 
bound  to  Europe,  after  which  they  fail  together  through  the  flraits 
of  Bahama.  On  the  eaftern  fide  of  Florida,  which,  with  the  ran^^e 
of  the  Bahama- IJla?2ds,  forms  thefe  ftraits,  we,  as  yet,  know  of 
no  harbours  of  any  value,  nor  at  all  fuited  to  receive  lliips  of  forcej 
and,  therefore,  it  feems  by  no  means  calculated  for  the  ufeof  inter- 
cepting the  6>^;z//7Mreafures  J   but,    on  the  Weftern  flicre  of  this 
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peninfula,.  lies  the  fine  harbour  of  Spiritu  del  Santo,  capable  of  hold- 
ing, it  is  faid,  all  the  navies  of  Europe,  and,  to  the  north-weft  of 
this,  on  the  continent,  the  harbour  of  Penjacola  is  fituated  very  fafe 
and  capacious  alfo ;  both  thefe,  when  properly  occupied  and  forti- 
fied, v/ill  prove  annoyances  fo  vexatious  to  the  SpaniJJd  fettlements 
about  the  MiJJifippi,  that  it  will  be  impoflible  for  thenri  to  tranfport 
the  treafures  and  produfe  of  their  American  dominions  into  Europe, 
in  any  tolerable  quantity.  And,  was  the  whole  chain  of  Britijh 
provinces,  from  Newfoundland  to  the  Cape  oj  Florida,  tolerably 
peopled,  Britain  would,  at  all  times,  with  the  affiftance  of  its  navy, 
be  able  to  check  and  control  the  power  of  the  French  and  Spaniards 
in  the  American  world,  and  fpeedily  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  its  own 
fubjeds  in  every  part  of  the  globe ;  for,  if  the  finews  be  cut,  the 
limb  of  courfe  muft  fail. 
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FLORIDA. 

TH  E  country  called  by  the  Spaniards  Florida,  and  which 
they  have  ceded,  by  the  late  treaty,  to  Great  Britain,  ex- 
tends by  their  accounts,  according  to  the  moft  accurate 
obfervations,  from  about  25  deg.  6  min.  to  39  deg.  38 
min.  North  latitude,  and  its  moft  Eaftern  coafl:  lies  in  about  81  deg. 
30  min.  Weft  longitude  from  London:  its  whole  length  being 
nearly  1000  Englifli  miles,  but  the  breadth  very  variable.  They 
extend  it  on  the  North  to  the  Apalachian  mountains,  where  it  is 
very  narrow,  and  make  the  River  Altamaha  the  boundary  between 
it  and  Georgia,  by  which  they  take  in  the  whole  country  of  the 
Lower  Creek  Indians.  On  the  North- weft,  they  feparate  it  from 
Loiiijiatia  by  the  Rio  Perdido.  To  the  Eaft  it  hath  Georgia,  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the  channel  oi  Bahama,  or  Gulf  oj  Florida  : 
To  the  South,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.     Though  the  Spaniards  -^ave 
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the  name  of  Florida  to  a  much  greater  extent  of  country  than  that 
which  we  confine  it  to,  calling  all  the  coaft  lying  North  of  the 
gulf  of  Mexico  by  that  appellation  ;  yet  the  EngliJJ:)  were  the  firft 
difcoverers  of  this  continent ;  io:  Henry  VII.  King  of  England^ 
having  determined  to  find  out  the  North-weft  paflage  to  Cathay 
and  Indiay  took  into  his  fervice  Sehafiian  Cabote^  a  very  able  mari- 
ner, and  fitted  out  two  caravals  for  him  in  1496  ;  the  account  of 
which  we  (hall  give  in  Cabot e'^  own  words. 

"  But  after  certain  days,  I  found  that  the  land  run  towards  the 
"  North,  which  was  to  me  a  great  difpleafure.  Neverthelefs,.. 
"  failing  along  by  the  coaft,  to  fee  if  I  could  find  any  gulf  that 
"  turned,  I  found  the  land  ftill  continent  to  the  56th  degree  under 
*'  our  pole:  and  feeing  that  there  the  coaft  turned  toward  the 
*<  Eaft,  defpairing  to  find  the  pallage,  I  turned  back  again,  and 
*'  failed  down  hy  the  coaft  of  that  land  toward  the  equino6lial„ 
"  (ever  with  an  intent  to  find  the  faid  paflage  to  India)  and  came 
"  to  that  part  of  this  firm  land  which  is  now  called  Florida,  where 
"  my  vidluals  failing,  I  departed  from  thence,  and  returned  into 
*'  England" 

Eighteen  years  after  this  difcovery  of  the  continent  by  Sebaf— 
tian  Cabote,  John  Ponce  of  Leon  being  difcharged  from  his  govern- 
ment of  Boriouena,  now  called  Porto  Rico,  in  which  he  had  ac- 
quired great  riches,  fitted  out  two  carravals,  in  order  to  difcover  the 
iflands  of  Boiuca,  in  which,  the  Indians  affirmed,  w^as  a  fpring, 
the  virtue  of  whofe  waters  was  to  reftore  youth :  Having  wandered; 
in  vain  for  fix  months,  he  came  by  accident  to  the  Biminis,  and 
difcovered  the  land  oi Florida,  in  151  2,  on  Eaft er- day ;  which  the 
Spaniards  call  the  Flourijjiing  day  ofPafcha,  and  from  thence  gave 
it  the  name  of  Florida. 

A  COUNTRY  fo  extenfive  in  latitude  muft  be  fuppoied  to  vary 
fomewhat  in  point  of  air  and  climate,  but  it  may,  upon  the  whole, 
be  called  very  warm,  though  the  great  heats  in  the  Southern  parts 
are  much  allayed  by  the  cool  breezes  from  the  fea ;  and  fuch  as- 
are  more  inland,  towards  the  North,  feel  a  little  of  the  roughnefs 
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of  the  North-weft  wind,  which,  more  or  lefs,  with  its  chiilifig 
breath,  prevails  over  the  whole  continent  of  Northern  America^ 
and  is  obferved  to  bring  with  it,  and  fpread,  the  inclemency  of 
froft  and  fnow  many  degrees  more  to  the  Southward  in  thofe  re- 
gions, than  the  North-eaft  wind  doth  in  ours  j  which,  though  the 
coldeft  we  feel,  yet  is  of  fhorter  duration,  as  the  wefterly  winds 
generally  prevail  here.  Severe  cold  is  commonly  known  in  the 
Winter  months  on  tht  American  continent,  fo  low  as  34  or  35 
degrees  of  North  latitude,  which  is  rather  more  Southern  than  the 
Straits  of  Gibraltar  in  Europe,  and  vaft  fhoals  of  ice  are  feen  float- 
ing, and  the  fea  frequently  frozen  to  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
fhore,  in  the  latitude  of  44.°  or  45°  North,  which  are  the  lame  pa- 
rallels under  which  the  Southern  parts  of  France  lie.  This  differ- 
ence in  temperature  may,  perhaps,  in  a  great  meafure,  be  account- 
ed for  by  confidering  the  amazing  extent  of  uncultivated  land,  co- 
vered with  forefts,  and  intermixed  with  vaft  lakes  and  marfties  of 
flagnated  frefli  water,  over  which  the  North-weft  wind  blowing, 
meets  with  no  accidental  caufe  to  mollify  its  rigour ;  whereas  the 
fmaller  continent  of  Europe  is  broken,  and  interfperfed  with  many 
large  feas  and  gulfs  of  fait  water,  which  having  a  communication 
with  the  warmer  parts  of  the  main  ocean,  do,  by  the  motion  and 
fermentation  of  their  faline  particles,  greatly  mellow  and  foften  the 
circumambient  air  impregnated  therewith.  But,  to  return  :  not- 
withftanding  the  climate  of  Florida  is,  as  we  have  faid,  very 
warm,  it  is  not  for  that  reafon  lefs  pure  and  wholefomej  the  beft 
teftimony  of  which  that  can  be  given  is  the  fize,  firmnefs,  ftrength 
of  conftitution,  and  longevity  of  the  Floridan  Indians:  in  all  thefe 
particulars  they  far  exceed  the  Mexicans. 

The  foil  of  Florida  is  remarkably  rich  and  fruitful,  frequently 
producing  two  or  three  crops  of  Indian  corn  in  the  year,  and  might, 
with  proper  cultivation,  be  made  to  bear  every  Ibrt  of  grain,  Gf^; 
It  abounds  with  all  kinds  of  timber,  particularly  pines,  cedar, 
palms,  laurel,  cyprefs,  and  chefnut  trees ;  but,  above  all,  faflefras  is 
found  in  the  greateft  plenty  -,  excellent  limes,  and  plums  alfo  grow 
here  in  great  abundance,  with  many  other  fruits  of  a  delicious  fla- 
vour ;  vines  likewife  of  various  forts  are  the  natural  produ6l  of  the 
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country,  and  the  land  is  thought  to  be  as  proper  for  the  cultlva* 
tion  of  the  grape,  as  thofe  of  Europe  are  found  in  general  to  be. 
Cotton  alfo  grows  wild  here  in  great  abundance;  hemp  and  flax 
are  lilcewife  very  common.  The  many  rivers  with  which  Florida  is 
watered  render  it  fertile.  The  fea-coaft  is  very  flat,  fandy,  and  full 
of  flioals :  On  this  level  fliore  there  are  prodigious  numbers  of  oyf- 
ters  adhering  to  the  mangrove-trees,  with  which  the  Southern  coaft 
is  covered. 

Animal  food  is  plenty  here,  and  very  good  in  its  kind,  particu- 
larly beef,  mutton,  and  veal.  The  country  alfo  feeds  great  num- 
bers of  fwine,  the  flefh  of  which  is  very  good,  there  being  no  want 
of  acorns,  chefnuts,  and  fuch  nourifhment  as  is  proper  for  thefs 
creatures.  Their  cattle  have  a  kind  of  long  black  hair  upon  them, 
fo  fine  that,  with  a  little  mixture,  it  is  thought  by  fome  capable 
of  being  manufadured  into  hats,  cloathing,  &c.  Horfes  are  alfo 
bred  here  very  good  both  for  the  faddle  and  draught,  and  fo  cheap, 
that  one  of  them  may  be  purchafed  for  any  trifle  that  is  brought 
from  Europe. 

The  wild  animals  found  in  this  country  are  the  panther,  bear^ 
catamountain,  flag,  goat,  hare,  rabbet,  beaver,  otter,  fox,  racoon, 
and  f^juirrel.  The  rivers  abound  with  fnakes,  and  alligators.  Birds 
are  here  in  great  plenty,  fuch  as  partridges,  jays,  pigeons,  turtle- 
doves, thrufhes,  crows,  hawks,  herons,  cranes,  geefe,  ducks,  and 
an  infinite  number  of  others,  fome  of  which  have  their  plumaga 
mort:  elegantly  variegated. 

Among  its  more  precious  produftions  cochineal  may  be  reckoned", 
of  which  there  is  both  the  wild  and  the  cultivated,  but  the  latter  is 
by  far  the  more  valuable.  The  Indigo  plant  alfo  groweth  plenti- 
fully in  many  of  the  Southern  parts  of  this  province.  Ambergris 
too  is  frequently  to  be  met  with  on  the  coaft,  from  Porta  de  'Janche^ 
the  moft  Southern  cape  of  Florida,  as  far  as  to  Mexico. 

The  native  Indians  of  Florida,  are  of  an  olive  complexion, 
their  bodies  are  robuft",   and  finely  proportioned  -,  both  fexes  go  na.- 

ked^ 


OFFLORIDA.  5 

ked,  ex'cepting  that  they  faften  a  piece  of  deer-fliin  about  their 
middle.  They  ftain  their  fkiii  with  the  juice  of  plants.  Their 
h:ur  is  black  and  long,  and  they  have  a  method  of  twiiling  and 
twirling  it  about  their  heads,  fo  as  to  make  it  look  very  graceful 
and  becoming.  The  weapons  which  they  make  ufe  of  are  bows 
and  arrows,  and  thofe  they  manage  with  great  dexterity;  the 
firings  of  their  bows  are  made  of  the  finews  of  flags,  and  they  arm 
the  ends  of  their  arrows  with  the  teeth  of  fifhes,  or  with  ftones 
fharpened.  The  women  are  very  handfome  and  well-fhaped,  and 
withal  fo  adive,  that  they  will  fwim  acrofs  broad  rivers  with  th^eir 
children  on  their  backs,  or  dimb,  with  furpriling  fwiftnefs,  to 
the  tops  of  the  higheft  trees» 

In  point  of  religion,  they  are  bigotted  idolators,  v/orfhiping  the 
fun  and  moon,  and  bearing  an  extreme  averfion  to  all  Chriftians  ; 
which  indeed  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  the  horrid  cruelties 
exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  upon  the  natives  of  the  adjacent  ifland 
oiCicba,  and  other  places,  even  to  extirpation,  could  not  fail  to  ex- 
cite the  utmoft  abhorrence  and  dread  of  them  in  thofe  Savages,  in- 
ftead  of  recommending  to  them  the  purity  of  Chriftianity. 

The  Spaniards,  according  to  their  ufual  cuftom,  charge  thefe 
people  with  many  vices,  in  order  to  caft  as  fair  a  colour  as  they  can 
over  their  inhumane  behaviour  to  the  hidians,  both  of  this  and 
other  regions,  whom  they  firft  butchered,  and  then  reprefented  as 
fuvage  barbarians,  in  order  to  palliate  the  crime,  and  in  fome  degree 
apologize  for  fuch  proceedings,  as  they  knew  muft  appear  fliocking 
in  the  eyes  of  the  more  civilized  nacions  of  Europe.  In  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  it  muft  neverthelefs  be  allowed,  that,  from  the  accounts 
of  all  who  have  had  any  dealings  with  them,  they  are  noted  for  a 
bold,   fubtile,  and  deceitful  people. 

The  government  of  the  Fieri  dam  is  in  the  hands  of  many  petty 
kings,  or  chiefs,  who  are  called  CaJJiqiies :  They  are  generally 
at  variance,  and  carrying  on  war  againft  each  other.  But  war 
is  not  waged  among  them  in  an  open  manner ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  generally  make  ufe  of  furprize,  or  itratagemj  exercifing  great 
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cruelty  upon  fuch  as  they  take  prifoners,  flaying  the  males,  and 
fcalping  them.  They  neverthelefs  fpare  the  weaker  fex  and  the 
children,  whom  they  carry  oft  with  them,  and  carefully  educate. 
When  they  have  obtained  a  vidlory,  they,  at  their  return  home, 
call  together  all  their  friends,  and  feaft  three  days  and  nights, 
fpending  the  time  in  finging  and  dancing.  In  their  warlike  expe- 
ditions, they  carry  with  them  corn,  honey,  and  maize,  fometimes  fifh 
dried  in  the  fun.  But  when  thefe  fail,  they  will  feed  upon  even 
the  foulefl;  things. 

The  chief  marches  at  their  head  as  they  are  ranged  for  battle, 
carrying  a  club  in  one  hand,  and  a  bow  and  arrows  in  the  other, 
his  quiver  hanging  at  his  back  ;  the  reft  follow  tumultuoufly  with 
the  fame  arms.  They  make  their  attacks  with  horrible  bellowings 
and  clamours,  not  unlike  the  war-hoop  of  the  Ijidians  of  the  Six 
Nations. 

They  attempt  nothing  rafhly,  previoiifty  holding  a  public  con- 
futation ;  they  afiemble  day  by  day  at  the  hutt  of  their  chief,  who 
is  honoured  with  a  higher  feat  than  the  reft.  Thefe  they  enta* 
in  order,  according  to  feniority,  and,  with  their  hands  thrown  above 
their  heads,  they  each  fing  their  Ha,  he,  ya,  while  the  reft  jointly 
accord  with  Ha,  ha  ;  after  which  they  all  take  their  feats.  If  tke 
matter  of  debate  be  of  great  moment,  then  their  priefts,  conjurers, 
or  phyficians,  (for  they  have  a  fet  among  them  that  ferve  in  this 
threefold  capacity)  and  all  that  are  eminent  on  account  of  their 
age,  are  called  in,  and  their  opinions  are  particularly  afked.  Then 
the  caffique  carries  round  a  kind  of  liquor,  like  our  tea,  made  by 
the  infufion  of  the  leaves  of  a  certain  tree  in  water,  which  is 
much  valued,  not  only  by  them  but  by  the  Spaniards  alfo,  for  its 
■diuretic  quality.  The  chief  drinketh  firft,  after  which  they  pour 
out  for  the  reft  according  to  rank. 

They  have  a  fort  of  council,  conftfting  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
t:hofen  members,  fuch  as  have  remarkably  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
fcy  their  bravery  in  war,  whom  they  call  Beloved,  and  who  have 
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confiderable  influence,    upon  that  account,    over  their  refpedllve 
elans. 

Their  oeconomy,  with  regard  to  the  management  and  diftribu- 
tion  of  their  corn,  which  is  accounted  the  common  flock  of  the 
pubhc,  deferves  notice.  The  crop,  which  is  calculated  to  ferve 
only  for  half  of  the  year,  is  collefted  into  granaries  appointed  for 
the  purpofe,  and  afterwards  regularly  delivered  out  to  every  family 
in  proportion  to  its  number  i  not  that  the  foil  is  incapable  of  afford- 
ing much  beyond  what  they  have  occafion  for,  but  they  chufe  to 
fbw  no  more  than  will  ferve  them  for  that  term,  retiring  fjr  the 
remainder  of  the  year  into  the  deep  receffes  of  the  forefts,  where 
they  build  hutts  of  palm  leaves,  and  live  upon  roots,  filli,  and 
wild  fowl.  They  are  alio  very  fond  of  the  flefli  of  alligators,  the 
young  of  which  are  delicious,  but  have  a  ftrong  mufky  fmell; 
Their  meat  is  dreffed  in  the  fmoak,  upon  a  broiler  made  of  fticks,, 
and  their  common  drink  is  water. 

The  common  and  private  people  among  them  are  fatisfiec! 
with  one  wife,  but  the  chiefs  .and  petty  kings  are  indulged  with 
more,  though  the  children  only  of  one  of  them  fucceed  to  the 
fether's  dignity,  which  they  feem  to  make  hereditarv.  The  burial^ 
of  a  deceafed  king  is  celebrated  among  them  with  great  folemnity : 
They  place  upon  his  tomb  the  bowl  out  of  which  he  was  accuflomed 
to  drink,  and  flick  innumerable  arrows  in  the  earth  around  him, 
bewailing  his  death  for  three  days  with  fafling  and  loud  lamenta- 
tion :  the  generality  of  them  alfo  cut  off  their  hair,  as  a  fingular 
teflimony  of  their  forrovv.  -Then  their  chieftains  fet  fire  to,  and 
Gonfume  to  aflies  all  the  arms  and  houfliold  furniture,  together  with. 
the  hut  that  belonged  to  the  deceafed  ;  after  which  fome  old  wo- 
men are  deputed,  who  every  day,  during  the  fpace  of  half  the 
year,  in  the  morning,  noon,  and  evening,  bewail  him  with  dread- 
ful howling,  a  cuflom  that  hath  been  pradtifed  formerly  among 
fome  of  the  more  civilized  nations,  particularly  the  Jiu^s  and  Ro- 
mans, who  frequently  hired  women  to  mourn  and  v/eep  at  the  fu» 
nerals  of  their  friends  and  relations.  The  Florida?is  agree  alfo  with 
the  Jews  in  thecuftom  of  their  commerce  with  women,  &c. 
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They  have  their  priefts  refiding  among  them,  whom  they  call 
Javiinas ;  and  much  regard  is  paid  to  them,  for  they  adt,  as  was 
before  obferved,  in  three  capacities,  as  priefts,  conjurers,  and  phy- 
licians.  They  are  cloathed  in  long  robes,  made  of  the  fkins  of 
beafts,  carry  always  a  grave  deportment,  fpeak  little,  live  abftemi- 
oully,  and  take  every  fuitable  precaution  to  preferve  the  influence 
they  have  gained  over  the  minds  of  their  countrymen.  As  priefts, 
they  pray,  and  facrifice  to  the  fun  and  moon,  which  feem  to  be 
the  deities  they  worftiip.  As  magicians,  they  pretend  to  foretell 
the  fuccefs  of  all  expeditions,  &c.  And,  as  pbyiicians,  they  bleed, 
bathe,  vomit,  and  fweat  the  lick,  till  they  either  kill  or  cure  them> 
in  either  cafe  exped:ing  a  reward. 


A  gevgraploicaJ  Account  of  the  Rivers,  Bays,   and  IJlands,  on  the 
Coajl  of  Florida. ' 

'E  fhall  begin  from  the  North-weftern  boundary  to  take  notice 
of  whatever  we  can  find  remarkable  in  this  country,  fo  travel 
down  Southward  to  the  Cape  of  Florida,  and  up  again  by  the  Eaft- 
ern  ftiore,  till  we  come  to  that  part  of  the  coaft  which  confines 
upon  Georgia  ;  after  this  we  fliall  proceed  to  give  a  detail  of  the 
feveral  expeditions,  made  by  European  nations  at  various  times,  ii> 
queft  of  dilcoveries  through  this  tradt  of  land. 

The  Weftern  limits  of  Florida  are  defcribed  by  DAjiville,  in 
a  South  line  from  the  Apalachian  mountains,  to  the  head  of  Rio 

Perdido, 

Rio  Perdido  [(o  named  becaufe  a  Spanijlo  fhip  was  caft  away  in 
it,  and  all  the  men  loft)  is  the  moft  Weftern  boundary  on  the  coaft  of 
Florida,  towards  houifmna.  This  river  running  a  courfe  of  70  miles 
nearly  South-weft,  and  fometimes  almoft  due  South,  forms  a  lagune 
at  the  mouth,  and  enters  the  gulf  of  Mexico  about  four  leagues 
S,  W.  and  by  W.  from  Penfacola. 

Pensacola 
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Pensacola  Is  fituated  in  ^50  degrees  25  minutes  North  latitude. 
On  the  Wefl-lide  of  the  entrance,  within  the  harbour,  formerly 
flood  the  town,  conlifting  of  about  forty  palmetto  houfes,  defended 
by  a  fmall  ftockaded  fort  of  about  i  2  or  14.  guns,  but  of  very  little 
ufe,  the  inhabitants  confiding  whoiiy  of  malefactors  tranfported 
hither  from  Mexico. 

This  place  was  firfl  difcovered  hy  Pamphik  de  Narvaes,  who 
landed  there  in  his  unfuccefsful  expedition  to  Florida,  fome  time 
after  Diego  de  Maldonado,  one  of  Fcrdi?iand  de  Solo's  captains,  touch- 
ed here,  and  named  it  Porf  d'  Anchufi.  In  1558,  Don  Uriflan  de 
Lmia  called  it  the  bay  of  Safita  Maria  ;  in  1693,  Do!7  Andre  de  Pes 
added  to  this  name  that  of  de  Gaha,  which  was  the  name  of  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico  at  that  time.  The  Spaniards  never  call  it  other- 
wife  than  the  bay  Sa?ifa  Mai-ia  de  Gaha ;  for  the  name  of  Penfa- 
cola  (which  was  that  of  the  Indian  tribe  inhabiting  round  this  bay, 
but  who  were  deftroyed)  was  given  by  the  Spaniards  to  the  whole 
province,  which  they  make  very  extenfive. 

In  1696,  Don  Andre  d'  Arriola  took  pofTeffjon  of  it,  and  built  a 
fquare  fort  with  baftions,  which  he  named  Fort  St.  Charles,  with  a 
church  and  fome  houfes. 

The  Road  of  PenfacoJa  is  one  of  the  beft  in  all  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  in  which  veffels  can  lie  in  fafefy  againft  every  kind  of  wind. 
The  bottom,  which  is  fandy,  mixed  in  many  places  with  oafe,  is 
excellent  for  anchorage  :  the  fea  is  never  agitated  here,  becaufe  the 
land  furrounds  it  on  every  fide  ;  it  is  capable  of  containing  a  great 
number  of  fhips,  as  may  be  judged  from  its  extent,  and  by  the 
foundings  which  the  figures  in  the  plan  exhibit  in  feet,  a  method 
more  exad  than  if  meafured  by  fathoms. 

The  tides  are  irregular  here  as  well  as  upon  all  the  reft  of  this 
coaft.  All  that  hath  been  remarked  is,  that  in  the  fpace  of  twenty- 
four  hours,  the  tide  ebbs  out  of  the  harbour  from  eighteen  ^ 
nineteen  hours,  and  is  from  five  to  fix  hours  flowing  back  again  ; 
and  the  greateft  difference  ihat  haih  been  found  between  high  and 
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Pensacola  is  fituated  in  "50  degrees  25  minutes  North  latitude. 
On  the.  Weft-fide  of  the  entrance,  within  the  harbour,  formerly 
flood  the  town,  confifting  of  about  forty  palmetto  houies,  defended 
by  a  fmall  ftockaded  fort  of  about  i  2  or  14  guns,  but  of  very  little 
ufe,  the  inhabitants  confiiling  whoiiy  of  malefadtors  tranfported 
hither  from  Mexico. 

This  place  was  firfl  difcovered  hy  Pa:-f2phile  de  Narvacs,  who 
landed  there  in  his  unfuccefsful  expedition  to  Florida,  feme  time 
after  Diego  de  Maldonado,  one  of  Fcrdijiand  de  Soto's  captains,  touch- 
ed here,  and  named  it  Port  d'  Anchufi.  In  1558,  Don  Trifian  de 
Lima  called  it  the  bay  of  Sajtta  Maria  ;  in  1693,  Don  Andre  de  Pes 
added  to  this  name  that  of  de  Galva,  which  was  the  name  of  the 
viceroy  of  Mexico  at  that  time.  The  Spaniards  never  call  it  other- 
wife  than  the  bay  Sa}ita  Maria  de  Galva ;  for  tlie  name  of  Pejifa- 
cola  (which  was  that  of  the  Indian  tribe  inhabiting  round  this  bay, 
but  who  were  deflroyed)  was  given  by  the  Spaniards  to  the  whole 
province,  vhich  they  make  very  extenfive. 

In  1696,  Don  Andre  d'  Arriola  took  pofleffion  of  it,  and  built  a 
fquare  fort  with  baftions,  which  he  named  Fort  St.  Charles,  with  a 
church  and  fome  houfes. 

The  Road  of  Penfacola  is  one  of  the  bell:  in  ail  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  in  which  veffels  can  lie  in  fafety  againft  every  kind  of  wind. 
The  bottom,  which  is  fandy,  mixed  in  many  places  with  oafe,  is 
excellent  for  anchorage  :  the  fea  is  never  agitated  here,  becaufe  the 
land  furrounds  it  on  every  fide  ;  it  is  capable  of  containing  a  great 
number  of  fhips,  as  may  be  judged  from  its  extent,  and  by  the 
foundings  which  the  figures  in  the  plan  exhibit  in  feet,  a  method 
more  exadl  than  if  meafurcd  by  fathoms. 

The  tides  are  irregular  here  as  well  as  upon  all  the  reft  of  this 
coaft.  All  that  hath  been  remarked  is,  that  in  the  fpace  of  twentv- 
four  hours,  the  tide  ebbs  out  of  the  harbour  from  eighteen  ro 
nineteen  hours,  and  is  from  five  to  fix  hours  flowing  back  again  ; 
and  the  greateft  difference  that  haJh  been  found  between  high  and 
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low  water  is  about  three  feet,  on  certain  days  lefs ;  at  other  times 
without  increafe  or  diminution,  although  the  currents  are  changing 
daily,  but  Vv'ith  no  regularity.  The  winds  in  all  probability  being 
in  fome  meafure  the  caufe  of  this  variety. 

The  depth  of  water  over  the  bar,  at  the  entrance  of  the  road, 
in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  is  never  lefs  than  twenty-one  feet.  A 
fhip  that  is  going  in,  before  fhe  comes  upon  this  bar  muft  bring 
the  fort  of  Fenfacola  to  bear  between  N.  and  J-  N.  N.  E.  and  hold 
on  this  courfe  until  fhe  finds  the  fort  on  the  ifle  of  Santa  Rofa  bear 
E.  and  L  E.  N.  E.  from  her.  She  muft  then  haul  up  a  little  to- 
wards the  main  land  on  the  Weft,  keeping  at  much  the  fame 
diftance  between  that  and  the  ifland,  in  order  to  avoid  the  point, 
from  which  a  little  bank  ftretches  out  pretty  far  towards  the  Weft 
North  Weft. 

If  the  reef  that  is  to  the  Weft  of  the  bar  breaks,  which  is  al- 
ways the  cafe  in  a  gale  of  wind,  the  breakers  may  ferve  inftead  of  a 
buoy  to  veflels ;  but  you  muft  range,  on  entering  upon  the  bar,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  good  mufket  ftiot  from  them,  and  afterwards  fteer 
according  to  the  diredlions  we  have  juft  laid  down. 

The  currents  which  make  out  of  the  road  are  fometimes  very 
brifk ;  you  muft  therefore  make  an  allowance  for  them,  left  they 
lliould  run  the  veflel  upon  the  reef. 

If  the  courfe  above  diredled  be  carefully  obferved,  you  will  no 
where  meet  with  lefs  than  nineteen  feet  and  an  half  water  over  the 
bar,  and  on  the  middle  thereof  you  will  find  twenty  feet :  fo  that 
any  veflel  not  drawing  more  than  nineteen  feet  can  enter  into  the 
road  when  the  fea  does  not  run  high ;  but  it  is  necefi"ary  either  to 
v/arp  or  tow  in  all  thofe  which  draw  twenty  feet.  It  is  plain  from 
hence  that  men  of  war  of  fixty  guns  may  enter,  and  if  they  were 
bui!t  fomewhat  fiat-bottomed,  as  the  Dutch  build  them,  they  might 
pafs  every  where,  though  of  feventy  guns,  and  all  above  that  fize 
are  unnecefiary  in  this  country. 

A.  This 
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This  road  hath  one  inconvenience,  which  is,  that  many  rivers 
emptying  themfelves  into  it,  great  currents  are  caufcd  thereby}  and 
both  canoes  and  flvallops  expofed  to  run  a-ground  in  going  to  and 
fro  in  the  road  for  the  fervice  of  the  ihips  ;  but  as  the  ground  is 
only  fand  they  are  never  ftaved.  There  is,  on  the  other  hand,  a 
very  confiderable  advantage  in  this  road  arifing  from  the  fame 
caufe,  which  is,  that  the  worm,  not  loving  the  frefli  waters,  doth 
.not  breed  here,  fo  that  velfcls  are  never  bored  by  them  in  this 
harbour. 

When  the  French  ravaged  this  coafl  in  1719,  they  deftroyed 
the  old  town  and  fort,  which  was  then  fituated  on  the  ifland 
of  Penfacola,  lince  which  the  Spaniards  have  erecfted  the  new 
town  on  the  illand  of  Santa  Rofa,  as  being  more  detached  and  fe- 
cure  from  the  Indians.  The  landing  place  is  within  the  bay,  in 
very  fhallow  water,  the  town  being  lituate  on  a  fandy  fliore,  which 
is  as  white  as  fnow,  and  can  be  approached  only  by  very  fmall 
veffels.  The  bay  abounds  with  great  plenty  of  mullets,  and  other 
fine  fifh.  The  town  is  defended  by  a  fmall  fort  furrounded  by 
ftockados,  the  principal  houfe  is  the  governor's  ;  the  reft  of  the  ^ 
town  is  compofed  of  fmall  hutts  or  cabbins,  built  without  any  or- 
der, as  may  be  feen  by  the  view,  which  was  drawn  by  a  perfon 
who  refided  here  in  1743,  and  was  in  the  fervice  of  the  Havana 
company,  and  fent  in  a  fchooner  laden  with  a  cargo  for  this  place. 
As  foon  as  he  arrived  at  Penfacola.,  he  embarked  on  board  an  open 
wherry  for  Neiv  Orleans;  and  failed  between  the  mainland  and  the 
ifle  ol  Dauphitie,  the  ifles  a  Come,  aux  Vaijfeaux,  and  aiix  Chats,  thro' 
the  Pajj'e  a  Guion  into  the  lake  Pontechartrain,  and  landed  within 
four  miles  of  New  Orleans,  where,  after  buying  up  a  great  quan- 
tity of  pitch  and  tar  for  the  Havana  company's  ufe,  he  made  great 
advantage  of  6000  dollars  in  private  trade,  and  returned  to  Penfaco- 
la ;  the  fchooner  having  taken  in  her  cargo,  with  two  mafts  for 
the  company's  ufe,  each  eighty-four  feet  longj  purfued  their  voyage 
to  the  Havana. 

The  ifland  of  Santa  Rofa  is  a  very  Tandy  foil,  being  thirty-three 
miles  long,  extending  from  Penfacola  almofl  due  eaft    to  the  bay 
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of  Santa  Rofa,  and  is  feparated  from  the  mainland  by  a  channel, 
half  a  league  over,  which  is  only  navigable  for  fmall  boats. 

../ 
The  Bay  of  Santa  Rofa  is  twelve  leagues  =weft  oi  Penfacola.     An 
ifland  at  the  mouth  forms  two  entrances.     We  have  no  particular 
defcription  of  this  harbour,  though  it  appears  by  the  Spanish  draughts 
to  be  an  extenfive  one. 

The  Bay  of  St.  fofeph  is  fituate  in  latitude  29  deg.  46  min. 
about  thirty  leagues  almoft  S.  E.  from  Pejifacola.  This  bay  is 
formed  by  a  long  narrow  I'idge  which  extends  from  the  main- 
land in  (liape  of  a  C  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  miles,  the  fouthern 
point  of  which  is  called  by  the  Spaniards.  Cabo  Efcondido,  and 
by  the  French  Cap  Cache.  This  bay  is  about  thirteen  miles  long, 
and  eight  wide,  and  there  is  very  good  anchorage  in  four,  five,  or 
fix  fathom  water. 

There  are  tvi^o  rivulets  which  empty  themfelves  into  this  bay, 
one  of  fait  water  and  the  other  of  frefh  ;  this  laft  is  a  branch  of 
the  Apalachicola  river.  In  the  year  171 7  the  French  eredted  fort 
Creveccsur,  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  frefh  water  river, 
but  they  abandoned  it  the  next  year,  on  the  reprefentations  made 
by  the  governor  of  Fenfacola,  that  this  bay  belonged  to  his  Catho- 
lick  Majefty.  This  fort  is  faid  by  fome  to  be  lined  with  flone, 
by  others,  only  made  of  earth,  well  defended  by  pallifadoes ;  but, 
however,  all  agree  in  its  being  tolerably  ftrong,  well  fupplied  with 
cannon,  and  a  fufficient  garrifon.  The  houfes  are  very  neat  and 
commodious,  and  there  is  a  handfome  church ;  but  the  fireets  fo 
fandy  as  to  render  it  very  inconvenient  paffing  and  repaffing. 

The  Bay  of  St.  Andrews  lies  feven  miles  to  the  N.  W.  of  the 
Bay  of  St.  Jofeph,  of  which  v/e  have  no  particular  defcription. 

Apalachicola  or  Cahuitas  river  rifes  in  the  Apalackian  moun- 
tains, and  receives  on  the  weft  fide,  about  eighty  miles  from  its 
fource,  the  Chataouchi, — and  fifty  miles  lower  down  the  Euchi 
creek,  on  the  forks  of  which  is  a  village  of  the  fame  name ; — 
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of  Santa  Rofa,  and  is  feparated  from  the  mainland  by  a  channel, 
half  a  league  over,  which  is  only  navigable  for  fmall  boats. 

,-/ 
The  Bay  of  Saiita  Rofa  is  twelve  leagues  ^^^A  oi  Penfacola.     An 
ifland  at  the  mouth  forms  two  entrances.     We  have  no  particular 
defcription  of  this  harbour,  though  it  appears  by  the  Spanifli  draughts 
to  be  an  extenfive  one. 

The  Bay  of  St.  fofeph  is  fituate  in  latitude  29  deg.  46  min. 
about  thirty  leagues  almoft  S.  E.  from  Penfacola.  This  bay  is 
formed  by  a  long  narrow  ridge  which  extends  from  the  main- 
land in  fliape  of  a  C  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  miles,  the  fouthern 
point  of  which  is  called  by  the  Spaniards  Cabo  Efcondido,  and 
by  the  French  Cap  Cache.  This  bay  is  about  thirteen  miles  long, 
and  eight  wide,  and  there  is  very  good  anchorage  in  four,  five,  or 
fix  fathom  water. 

There  are  tw^o  rivulets  which  empty  themfelves  into  this  bay, 
one  of  fait  water  and  the  other  of  frefh ;  this  lafl:  is  a  branch  of 
the  Apalachicola  river.  In  the  year  171 7  the  French  eredled  fort 
Crevecoeur,  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  frefh  water  river, 
but  they  abandoned  it  the  next  year,  on  the  reprefentations  made 
by  the  governor  of  Penfacola,  that  this  bay  belonged  to  his  Catho- 
lick  Majefty.  This  fort  is  faid  by  fome  to  be  lined  with  fione, 
by  others,  only  made  of  earth,  well  defended  by  pallifadoes ;  but, 
however,  all  agree  in  its  being  tolerably  flrong,  well  fupplied  with 
cannon,  and  a  fufficient  garrifon.  The  houfes  are  very  neat  and 
commodious,  and  there  is  a  handfome  church ;  but  the  fireets  fo 
fandy  as  to  render  it  very  inconvenient  paffing  and  repaffing. 

The  Bay  of  St.  Andrews  lies  feven  miles  to  the  N.  W.  of  the 
Bay  of  St.  Jofephy  of  which  v/e  have  no  particular  defcription. 

Apalachicola  or  Cahuitas  river  rifes  in  the  /Ipalackian  moun- 
tains, and  receives  on  the  wefl  fide,  about  eighty  miles  from  its 
fource,  the  Chataouchi, — and  fifty  miles  lower  down  the  Euchi 
creekj  on  the  forks  of  which  is  a  village  of  the  fame  name ; — 
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ninety  miles  from  which  this  river  receives  the  Chatahofpa,  between 
which  and  the  Chataouchi,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river  Apalachi- 
cola,  are  fituated  the  Chataoiichi,  Cahuitas,  Euchi,  Wejlos,  Cidlomas^ 
Attafes^  "Jajkegis,  Cujfetas,  and  Ohmiilgo ;  and  more  to  the  South, 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river,  are  the  Hogokgis,  Savanas,  and  Echetos. 
All  thefe  tribes  united  are  the  Indians  called  the  Lower  Creeks; 
and,  though  the  Spatiicirds  ufed  to  reckon  thefe  people  under  their 
dominion,  they  have  long  been  the  allies  and  under  the  protedion. 
oi  Great  Britain.  This  river  is  joined  by  a  great  ftream,  called 
by  the  EngUp^  Flitit  River,  which  runs  from  the  confines  of  Geor- 
gia, and  after  a  courfe  of  150  miles,  enters  this  river  about  forty 
miles  fouth  of  the  Chatahofpa,  and  120  miles  from  the  fea,  at  the 
forks  of  which  rivers  is  fituated  the  fort  of  Apalacbicola.  Within 
five  leagues  of  the  fea  this  river  divides  into  two  branches,  the 
weftern  of  which  is.  named  Calijiobole  river,  and  the  finall  frefh 
water  river  which  runs  into  the  bay  of  St,  Jofcph  is  a  branch  of  this 
river. 

The  river  Apalachicola  enters  the  gulf  of  Mexico  in  29  deg. 
43  min.  north  latitude,  and  five  leagues  N.  E.  from  Cabo  EJcondi- 
do.  There  is  fome  difficulty  in  finding  this  opening,  by  reafon  of 
the  many  iflands  and  lakes  before  and  about  it;  and  though  it  is  a 
noble  river,  whofe  mouth  formeth  a  fpacious  harbour,  from  whence 
a  trade  is  carried  on  by  fmall  vefi'els  to  the  Havana,  yet  it  hath 
not  more  than  the  depth  of  two  and  a  half  or  three  fathoms  of 
water  at  mod  over  the  bar ;  but  when  that  is  once  paffed,  it  groweth 
very  deep  and  large.  The  tide  is  faid  to  flow  higher  up  this  river 
than  into  any  other  on  the  coaft,  fome  fay  not  lefs  than  fifty  miles; 
though  this  is  not  fo  much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  confider, 
that  the  country  all  round  it  is  one  perfed  level,  and  that  it  feels 
the  force  of  a  double  current,  one  from  the  wefi:  and  another  from 
the  fouth  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  On  both  fides  of  this  river,  near 
the  fea  coaft,  live  feveral  tribes,  called  by  the  name  of  Apalach& 
Indians.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  mouth  of  this  river  the  Spaniards 
erefted  a  fort  in  1719.  On  the  eaft  fide  the  J.  of  Dogs  extends 
along  the  coaft  for  fifteen  miles.  About  22  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  this  river  the  R.  de  Vines  enters  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  fcvea 
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miles  farther  the  R.  de  las  Anades  falls  into  the  gulf.    Ten  miles  from 
hence  is  Pimta  de  Menefei,  the  weftern  point  of  the  ApaJache  river. 

Apalache  or  Ogelagena  rrjcr  enters  the  bay  of  Apahche  about 
forty  miles  to  the  eaftvvard  oi Apalacbicola  river,  and  rifes  above  130 
miles  from  the  fea,  in  the  confines  of  Georgia.  It  is  not  known 
to  receive  any  river  of  note  in  all  its  courfe,  till  near  the  bay,  one 
confiderable  river  unites  with  it.  This  is  a  very  fine  river,  and 
its  entrance  forms  a  large  bay,  which  has  fome  (hallows  and  rocks, 
ftretching  out  from  the  land  ;  but  in  the  middle  there  is  five  fa- 
thom water.  The  courfe  into  the  mouth  of  this  river  is  N.  and 
within  is  a  good  harbour.  This  place  lies  N.  ^  Wefterly  from  the 
^ortugas,  and  in  the  paffage  is  found  all  the  way  navigable  found- 
ings. A  trade  is  carried  on  between  this  place  and  the  Havana  by 
fmall  craft.  On  the  firft  of  thefe  rivers  are  the  Yapalage,  Capola, 
AJpalaga  and  St  "Juafi,  and  on  the  other  Ocon  and  Ayavala.  On 
the^weft  of  the  river  is  fituated  the  town  of  St.  Mark  de  Apalache, 
from  whence  the  bay  alfo  derives  its  name.  This,  by  fome  geogra- 
phers, is  very  improperly  called  Santa  Maria  d  Apalachia  ;  it  is  an 
old  fettlement,  and  ftands  exaftly  in  the  lame  place  that  GarcilaJJo 
de  la  Vega  fixes  the  Port  d'  Ante.  It  was  formerly  very  confi- 
derable, but  the  Englijlo  from  Carolina  having  taken,  and,  in  a 
great  meafure,  deftroyed  it  in  the  year  1704,  it  never  fince  has 
recovered  its  priftine  ftate,  tho'  the  Spaniards  often  endeavoured  to 
re-eflablifh  it.  The  fort  is  built  on  a  little  eminence,  furrounded  by 
marflies,  fituated  on  the  forks  of  the  two  rivers  ;  and  at  about 
two  leagues  diftance  from  the  fort,  there  is  on  this  river  a  village 
of  Apalachian  Indians.,  called  Santo  "Juan,  as  alfo  fome  others  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  governour  of  Santo  Marco  is  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  governour  of  St.  Augujiine,  receiving  his  inftrudions 
in  any  extraordinary  affair  either  civil  or  military.  The  country 
is  beautiful,  being  well  fupplied  with  wood-and  water;  and  we  are 
alfo  informed  the  country  becomes  more  fertile  the  higher  you 
advance  into  it. 

There  is  a  road  over  land  from  the  mouth  of  this  river  to 
St,  Augiiftin,  which  is  as  follows. 

Ocon 
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OcoN  is  fifteen  miles  from  Sf,  Marks,  and  ten  miles  beyond  is 
Aynvalla  fort ;  twenty-four  miles  further  is  Macballa,  and  eleven 
miles  from  that  is  St.  Matheo ;  both  thefe  are  fituated  on  branches 
of  the  Rio  Vaf.fa,  which  is  about  eighty  miles  in  length,  and  en- 
ters the  gulf  of  Mexico  fifteen  miles  S.  E.  from  ;S'/.  Marks.  Twenty- 
five  miles  from  St.  Matbco  is  San  Pedro,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
river  San  Pedro,  which  is  lOO  miles  long,  and  enters  the  gulf  of 
Mexico  feventy  miles  from  St.  Marks ;  eleven  miles  from  San  Pedro 
is  Utoca,  and  in  twelve  miles  more  we  come  to  Nuvoalla,  fituated 
on  the  eaft  fide  of,  the  Carolinian  river,  the  courfe  of  which  has 
not  yet  been  afcertained,  but  there  is  very  good  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  it  runs  a  fouth  courfe  into  the  Rio  Amafiira.  Eight  miles 
from  Niivoalla  is  A'ochua,  and  in  eight  nfiies  more  we  come  to 
"Jiirla  Nocd..  All  thefe  places  were  formerly  the  ancient  fettlcments 
of  the  Atimucas  Indians,  who  were  driven  from  them  by  the  Rng- 
lijlo  from  Carolina  in  1706,  and  have"  fixed  their  fettlement  on  an 
iiland  to  the  Eall:  of  the  Rio  de  St.  Juan,  about  fixty-five  miles 
S.  W.  of  St.  Auguftine,  and  call  their  chief  fettlement  Pueblo  de  Ati* 
mucas.  Twenty-fix  miles  from  Jurla  Noca  we  come  to  a  SpaniJJo 
fettlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  de  St.  Juan.  Though  the  river 
is  here  only  two  miles  broad,  yet  it  is  eight  miles  over  that  and 
two  iflands  to  Fort  Picolata,  which  is  the  laft  ftage,  and  is  thirty 
miles  difi:ant  from  Fort  St,  Augiijiine.  This  road  is  i83  miles  from. 
St.  Marks. 


'The  ivejlern  coaji  of  the  peninfula  of  Florida 

"OEgins  in  about  30  deg.  N.  and  terminates  at  the  cape.  It  is 
J^  more  than  300  miles  in  length,  and  from  140  to  180  in  breadth. 
Being  chiefly  a  low  and  flat  land,  it  abounds  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  rivers  that  form  a  multitude  of  iflands,  and  withal  feve- 
ral  large  bays  and  lakes,  which  have  not  been  defcribed  nor  laid 
down  with  any  accuracy  in  any  of  the  draughts  extant. 

Eight 
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Eight  miles  from  the  entrance  of  ApoJachia  river  the  K.  Vitches 
enters  the  gulf,  twelve  miles  to  the  fouth  of  which  is  the  Kio  Va- 
fifa,  and  nine  leagues  from  thence  is  the  Rio  Pedro,  almofc  S.  E. 
trom  ylpalache  river. 

Eight  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  Rio  Pedro  lies  the  Cayoi  de  Sf. 
Marti?! ;  and  between  Rio  Pedro  and  the  Rio  Amajura  are  the  two 
fmall  rivers  of  &.  Martin  and  Toccbogas.  Between  thefe  rivers  relide 
the  tribe  of  Tocobogas. 

From  the  Farelhn  de  Pogoi  extends  a  ledge  of  rocks  four  leagues 
South  Weft ;  this  ledge  makes  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  into 
the  Rio  Amafura. 

Rio  Amafura  6  Mafuro.  The  entrance  of  this  river,  which  i§ 
hi  latitude  28  deg.  25  min.  is  ten  rniles'  wide,  and  it  is  not  lefs 
than  three  miles  over  for  above  thirty  miles  up  the  river.  There 
are  in  tliis  river,  which  in  general  is  very  wide,  feveral  pafTages 
between  the  iflands  to  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  gulf  of  Florida. 
One  leads  out  through  the  Rio  de  Mufquito,  in  latitude  28  deg. 
50  min.  another  through  the  Rio  St.  Lucia,  called  by  fome  Rio  de 
Cruz,  in  latitude  27  deg.  33  min.;  but  the  principal  one  is  that 
which  is  fuppofed  to  communicate  in  a  dired:  channel  with  the 
Rio  de  St.  Juan,  that  enters  the  Atlantic  ocean  in  30  deg.  20  min. 
about  30  miles  north  of  St.  Augujiine.  If  thefe  rivers  fhould 
prove  navigable  for  fmall  veffels,  it  will  be  of  great  utility  to  the 
Britijh  trade,  by  making  the  navigation  to  Pe??facola  for  fome 
months  ftiorter  than  the  courle  which  otherwife  mull  be  taken 
round  by  the  weft  end  of  Cuba. 

Cayo  del  Anclote  ferves  as  the  fouthern  land  mark  for  the  en- 
trance into  the  Rio  Amajura.  This  ifland  extends  twenty-three 
miles  from  North  to  South  along  the  coaft,  at  the  end  of  which 
is  the  Bahia  de  San  Jojef,  a  place  but  very  little  known. 

Bahia  del  Efpiritu  Santo.  This  is  a  very  large  and  noble  bay  j 
extending  above  twenty  leagues  in  length,  and  fix  in  breadth  where 
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broadeft,  having  from  five  to  feven  fathom  water,  except  at  the 
eaftern  outlet  that  goes  into  the  Laguna  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  where 
it  is  not  more  than  two  fathom :  there  are  two  large  iflands  at  the 
entrance,  which  form  two  channels  into  it.  The  northern  channel, 
which  is  about  fixteen  leagues  fouth  of  Rio  Amafura,  has  from 
ten  to  twelve  fathom  water,  and  the  fouthern  channel  has  three, 
five  and  feven  fathom  water.  There  is  about  feven  leagues  from 
the  north  channel  a  large  bay  about  fix  miles  over,  and  which  ex- 
tends twenty  miles  to  the  N.  W. ;  this  is  called  Tampa  Bahia,  and 
is  conjedtured  to  have  communication  with  Bahia  de  St.  Jofef. 
There  is  another  opening  on  the  north  fliore,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Tampa  Bahia,  which  has  a  communication  with  the  other 
rivers.  About  nine  leagues  from  the  fouthern  channel  is  a  paflage 
almoft  S.  W.  into  Bahia  de  Carlos.  This  bay,  which  lies  from 
weft  to  eaft  in  about  27  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  is  capable  of 
receiving  the  largeft  fleet  that  ever  was  colleded  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  may,  in  cafe  of  any  future  rupture,  be  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  for  the  galleons  in  their 
pafl"age  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Havana  are  obliged,  by  reafon  of 
the  N.  E.  trade  winds,  to  ftretch  away  to  the  northward,  and  as 
foon  as  they  have  made  La  Sunda,  they  keep  as  near  the  coaft  of 
Florida  as  poffible,  and  generally  fall  in  with  fome  men  of  war 
that  cruize  to  the  northward  of  the  Tortugas  on  purpofe  to  meet 
and  convoy  them  to  the  Havana. 

Bahia  de  Carlos  is  about  four  leagues  S.  W.  of  the  fouthern 
entrance  into  the  Bahia  del  Efpiritu  Satito.  This  bay  extends 
about  fourteen  leagues  almoft  S.  E.  from  its  entrance,  and  is  about 
five  leagues  over  in  the  broadeft  part :  it  is  very  fliallow,  having 
at  moft  but  three  fathoms  water.  There  are  feveral  openings  about 
the  bay  between  the  iflands,  the  chief  of  which  communicates  with 
the  Laguna  del  Efpiritu  Satito. 

There  are  five  large  iflands  to  the  fouth  of  Bahia  de  Carlos, 
which  is  inhabited  by  the  Mufpa  Indians,  Twenty-three  leagues 
fouth  of  the  entrance  into  the  Bahia  de  Carlos  lies  the  Punta  de 
Afies,  in  latitude  25  deg.  50  min.  being  the  moft  S.  W.  point  of 
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broadeft,  having  from  five  to  feven  fathom  water,  except  at  the 
eaftern  outlet  that  goes  into  the  Lagnna  del  Efpiritu  Sa?tto,  where 
it  is  not  more  than  two  fathom :  there  are  two  large  iflands  at  the 
entrance,  which  form  two  channels  into  it.  The  northern  channel, 
which  is  about  fixteen  leagues  fouth  of  Rio  Amqfura,  has  from 
ten  to  twelve  fathom  water,  and  the  fouthern  channel  has  three, 
five  and  feven  fathom  water.  There  is  about  feven  leagues  from 
the  north  channel  a  large  bay  about  fix  miles  over,  and  which  ex- 
tends twenty  miles  to  the  N.  W.;  this  is  called  Tampa  Bahia,  and 
is  conjedtured  to  have  communication  with  Bahia  de  St.  yofef. 
There  is  another  opening  on  the  north  fliore,  about  twenty  miles 
from  Tampa  Bahia,  which  has  a  communication  with  the  other 
rivers.  About  nine  leagues  from  the  fouthern  channel  is  a  paflage 
almoft  S.  W.  into  Bahia  de  Carlos.  This  bay,  which  lies  from 
weft  to  eaft  in  about  27  deg.  30  min.  north  latitude,  is  capable  of 
receiving  the  largeft  fleet  that  ever  was  colledted  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  may,  in  cafe  of  any  future  rupture,  be  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain ;  for  the  galleons  in  their 
paflage  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the  Havana  are  obliged,  by  reafon  of 
the  N.  E.  trade  winds,  to  ftretch  away  to  the  northward,  and  as 
foon  as  they  have  made  La  Sunda,  they  keep  as  near  the  coaft  of 
Florida  as  poflible,  and.  generally  fall  in  with  fome  men  of  war 
that  cruize  to  the  northward  of  the  Tortugas  on  purpofe  to  meet 
and  convoy  them  to  the  Havana. 

Bahia  de  Carlos  is  about  four  leagues  S.  W.  of  the  fouthern 
entrance  into  the  Bahia  del  Efpiritu  Santo.  This  bay  extends 
about  fourteen  leagues  almoft  S.  E.  from  its  entrance,  and  is  about 
five  leagues  over  in  the  broadeft  part :  it  is  very  fhallow,  having 
at  moft  but  three  fathoms  water.  There  are  feveral  openings  about 
the  bay  between  the  iflands,  the  chief  of  which  communicates  with 
the  Laguna  del  Efpiritu  Sajito. 

There  are  five  large  iflands  to  the  fouth  of  Bahia  de  Carlos, 
which  is  inhabited  by  the  Mufpa  Indians,  Twenty-three  leagues 
fouth  of  the  entrance  into  the  Bahia  de  Carlos  lies  the  Pu?2ta  de 
Afies,  in  latitude  25  deg.  50  min.  being  the  moft  S.  W.  point  of 
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all  Florida.  Twenty-four  leagues  from  this  point  almoft  S.  E. 
lies  the  Piinta  de  Janche,  which  is  the  moft  fouthern  point  of 
Florida,  in  latitude  25  deg.  25  niin.  On  this  point  there  is  a  lake 
of  frefti  water,  and  very  good  anchorage  round  the  Cayos,  near  the 
point. 

Lagima  del  Efplritu  Santo  is  fituated  between  the  iflands,  ex- 
tending from  north  to  fouth  about  27  leagues,  and  is  near  eight 
leagues  wide  ;  it  has  feveral  communications  with  the  bays  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  peninfula,  as  well  as  with  the  Gulf  of  Florida. 
The  principal  and  beft  known  entrance  is  about  three  leagues  al- 
moft weft  from  the  Punt  a  de  Florida,  which  lies  in  26  deg. 
20  min.  N.  latitude.  This  entrance  is  two  leagues  liearly  N.  W. 
and  at  the  end  of  it,  in  the  lake,  are  two  (hoals  and  fix  iflands, 
called  the  Cayos  del  Efpiritu  Santo  :  this  large  lake  is  as  yet  but 
little  knov/n. 

La  Sonda  is  a  very  large  bank,  that  extends  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  peninfula  into  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  beginning  in  latitude  24  deg. 
23  min.  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues  from  the  peninfula,  ftretch- 
ing  to  the  northward  along  the  coaft,  and  having  in  fome  places  100 
fathom  water,  decreafing  very  regularly  as  it  approaches  the  ihore. 
On  the  fouth  part  of  this  bank  are  about  nine  or  ten  iflands  on  a 
bank,  which  is  dry  at  low  water,  called  the  Tortugas :  they  are  in 
latitude  24  deg.  50  min.  North,  furrounded  on  the  S.  E.  end  by 
rocks.  Round  thefe  iflands  there  is  very  good  anchorage  from 
three  to  twenty  fathom  water. 

The  Cayo  Marques  confift  of  one  large  and  about  ten  fmall 
iflands,  furrounded  on  the  N.  W.  fide  by  a  great  number  of  rocks 
that  extend  to  the  N.  W.  above  ten  leagues.  On  the  eaft  fide 
is  a  channel  about  four  miles  over  of  five  fathom  water :  this  is 
called  Boca  Grande  or  the  Great  Mouth. 

On  the  La  Sonda,  north  of  the  Tortiigas,  there  is  a  very  good 
fi(hery,  where  is  plenty  of  meros  and  pardos,  which  are  as  large, 
or  rather  larger,  and  more  delicious  than  the  Newfoundland  cod  j 
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and  it  alfo  abounds  with  great  plenty  of  feals,  rhe  fat  of  which 
the  Spaniards  pay  the  bottom  of  their  fliips  with  at  the  Havana. 
The  Indians  of  Ratones  and  the  fouth  parts  of  Florida  cure  great 
quantities  of  this  fifh,  which,  with  the  hats  and  mats  they  make 
of  grafs  and  barks  of  trees  in  great  perfection,  they  exchange  in 
traffick  with  the  Spaniards,  who  come  here  from  the  Havana  with 
European  goods  for  the  ufe  of  the  natives. 

The  vafl:  current  of  water  which  fets  in  with  a  conftant  and  flrong 
ftream  to  the  weft  upon  all  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  main  land  in 
the  Mexican  gulf,  as  far  as  the  ftrand  of  La  Vera  Cruz,  returns 
back  towards  the  Eaft,  between  the  ifland  oiCuba  and  the  fouthern 
coaft  of  North  America  ;  and  finding  no  vent  till  it  cometh  to  Cape 
Florida,  it  is  there  forced  about  again  from  South  to  North,  and  fo 
runs  through  this  channel  between  Florida  and  the  Bahama  iflands 
into  iht  Atlatitic  ocean. 

The  caufe  of  this  continual  diverfion  towards  the  North  may 
be  the  oppofition  that  this  efflux  meets  with  in  its  tendency  eaft- 
ward  back  from  the  trade  winds,  which  always  blow  between,  and 
a  little  way  without  both  the  tropics,  and  the  weftward  direftion 
of  the  Atlantic  ocean  in  thofe  parts;  not  to  mention  the  ftrong 
barricade  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  which  are  ranged,  as  it  were  on 
purpofe,  to  diredt  and  alter  the  courfe  of  this  outfetting  current. 
The  navigation  upon  the  extreme  parts  of  Florida  is  remarkably 
dangerous,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  within  the  courfe  of  the  trade- 
winds,  but  becaufe  the  whole  (hore  upon  which  the  current  for 
the  moft  part  fets  is  particularly  low,  flat,  broken  ground ;  and  full 
nine  leagues  into  the  fea  the  water  is  in  many  places  quite  flial- 
low,  excepting  fome  winding  deep  channels  in  feveral  parts  of  it, 
which  are  the  caufes  of  frequent  (hipwrecks ;  for  whenever  a  fliip 
falls  into  one  of  thefe  channels,  fhe  very  rarely,  if  ever,  gets  clear 
of  it ;  becaufe,  being  deceived  by  the  deep  foundings,  and  having  un- 
warily entered  fo  far  within  the  banks,  that  there  is  no  returning  by 
the  fame  way,  the  veflel  mufl  inevitably  be  loft.  From  the  confi- 
deration  of  thefe  dangers,  mariners  are  obliged  to  make  an  allowance 
of  about  five  points  in  the  compafs   for  the  current,  keeping  as 
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near  as  poflible  to  the  Bahama  fide  ;  and  from  fome  errour  in  this 
allowance  it  is  that  fhfps  are  infenfibly  driven  too  clofe  upon  the 
coaft   of  Florida. 

The  Cayos  de  hs  Martyres  are  a  large  chain  of  iflands  and 
rocks,  extending  in  a  circular  form  about  60  leagues  from  the  Boca 
Grande^  in  24  deg.  40  min.  North  latitude,  at  the  diftance  of  thir- 
teen leagues  from  Punia  Janche  to  Piinta  Florida. 

A  PERFECT  knowledge  of  thefe  iflands  and  rocks  would  be  of 
great  confequence  in  navigating  the  gulf  of  Florida  with  fafety.  The 
beft  account  we  have  been  able  to  procure  of  them  is  as  follows. 

Cayoi  de  Chequimula  are  about  ten  in  number,  lying  in  the  lati- 
tude of  24  deg.  40  min.  and  extend  above  eight  leagues  eaft  from 
Boca  Gra?ide. 

Cayo  de  Huefo  is  12  miles  in  length  from  Wefl:  to  Eaft,  and 
eight  miles  to  the  fouth  thereof  runs  a  ledge  of  rocks :  there  is  a 
channel  between  them  having  five  fathom  water.  To  the  eaft- 
ward  of  this  ifland  lies  the  Cayo  Pinero  and  the  Bahia  Honda,  clofe 
to  which  there  is  five  fathom  water. 

The  Cayos  de  Vacas  are  a  clufler  of  fmall  iflands  and  banks' 
which,  with  the  Vivora  and  Matacimibe,  extend  quite  to  the  Cayo 
Largo,  the  principal  of  all  the  Martyres. 

Cayo  Largo  6  de  Doce  Legiias.  This  is  the  largeft  of  all  the  Mar- 
tyres,  beginning  in  the  latitude  2  c;  deg.  and  extending  from  the 
fouth  point  about  13  leagues  almoft  N.  E.  On  the  weft  fide  of  it  lie 
feveral  fmall  Cayos,  and  along  the  eaft:  coaft  there  ranges  a  bank 
which  is  dry  at  low  water,  on  which  {land  Cayo  de  Tivanos,  fur- 
rounded  with  rocks ;  alfo  the  Cayo  Palem  and  Cayo  Efcrivano.  To 
the  eaft  of  this  bank  there  is  another,  which  is  alfo  dry  at  low  wa- 
ter, and  between  them  there  is  a  channel  near  two  miles  wide,  ha- 
ving from  three  to  four  fathom  water  all  the  way  through.  Each  of 
thefe  banks  range  in  the  diredion  of  the  coaft  of  faid  Cayo,  and 
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are  about  ten  leagues  longj  and  without  them,  to  the  eaftward, 
runs  a  ledge  of  rocks  called  the  Martyres,  at  about  three  leagues 
diftance  from  the  Cayo  Largo. 

Las  Tefas,  fo  named  from  two  hills  on  it,  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
25  deg.  45  min.  The  channel  between  this  and  Cayo  Largo  is  three 
leagues  over.  Almoft  a  league  north  of  this  lies  Playuelos  in  latitude 
25  deg.  55  min.  being  three  leagues  long;  and  to  the  north  hereof 
are  feveral  fmall  Cayos,  the  largeft  of  which  is  four  miles  long, 
called  Mucaras,  lying  in  latitude  26  deg. ;  to  the  northward  where- 
of are  three  fmall  Cayos  in  four  fathom  water.  The  next  is  Cayo 
dela  Perida,  fituate  in  latitude  26  deg.  10  min.  being  feven  miles  in 
length.  On  both  fides  of  this  ifland  there  are  banks  running  out 
a  league  from  fliore,  and  on  the  eafl  fide  is  four  fathom  water. 

Cayo  de  Bifcayno,  otherwife  called  by  fome  Portland  Race,  is 
fituate  in  latitude  26  deg.  i  5  min.  ranging  in  a  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  di- 
redion.  It  is  feven  miles  long,  and  has  four  fathom  water  clofe 
in  fhore.     To  the  North  hereof  lies  the  fmall  ifland  of 

Cayo  Ratof2es,  about  four  miles  in  length,  on  which  there  is  an 
Indian  town,  called  Pueblo  Ratan,  which  is  the  only  fettlemenC 
of  Indians  that   we  have  any  account  of  on  the  Martyrei. 

In  the  year  1733,  a  fleet  of  fourteen  galleons,  on  their  return 
through  the  Gulf  of  Florida  for  Old  Spain,  ran  foul  of  the  Mar- 
tyres  rocks,  occafioned  by  the  ignorance  of  the  Admiral  Don  Rode- 
rigo  de  Torres.  For  one  of  the  captains  difobeying  the  admiral's 
fignals,  thereby  avoided  the  danger,  and  faved  his  fhip ;  but  the 
other  thirteen  were  entirely  lofl:,  with  great  part  of  their  treafure  : 
and,  for  many  years  after,  thefe  wrecks  were  much  frequented 
by  the  Spanifi  and  Indian  divers,  who  were  often  very  fuccefsful 
in  recovering  great  quantities  of  dollars. 


The- 
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The  Eajl  Coaji  of  the  Peninfula  of  Florida. 

Oca  de  Ratones  lies  in  26  deg.  40  min.  North  latitude,  and 
5  leagues  to  the  Northward  of  Pueblo  de  Raton.  There  are 
numbers  of  iilands  in  this  channel.  Five  leagues  to  the  North- 
ward hereof  lies  Rio  Seco,  in  latitude  27  deg.  at  the  mouth  where- 
of is  ten  fathom  water;    and  three  leagues  to  the  Northward  lies 


B 


Rio  Jego  6  Goga,  which  leads  into  a  laguna  full  of  fmall  iflands, 
and  has  feveral  communications  with  the  great  Laguna  del  Efpi- 
ritu  Santo.  About  feven  miles  to  the  Northward  of  this  open- 
ing, there  is  a  remarkable  high  land,  called  Ropa  Tendida.  About 
five  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  this  river  is 

Rio  Jobe,  in  latitude  27  deg.  24  min.  this  alfo  has  a  commu- 
nication with  the  abovementioned  lake.  About  ten  miles  to  the 
Northward  hereof  opens  the 

Rio  Santa  Lucia,  called  in  fome  maps  Rio  Santa  Cruz,  lying  in 
latitude  27  deg.  33  min.  This  river  has  a  communication  with 
the  Bahia  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  and  with  the  Rio  Amazura,  which 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  In  this  river  Soto  landed  ia 
the  year  1539. 

Rio  de  Aysy  three  leagues  North  of  Rio  Santa  Cruz,  and  in  lati- 
tude 27  deg.  45  min.  has  five  fathom  water  at  its  entrance,  which 
leads  into  a  fine  harbour,  within  which,  at  about  nine  leagues  to 
the  Weftward,  is  fituated  Pueblo  del  CaJJique  Sebajiian. 

The  Tortolas  are  a  ledge  of  rocks,  beginning  in  latitude  27  deg. 
56  min.  in  length  about  fix  leagues,  which,  running  parallel  to 
the  coaft,  reaches  to  the  entrance  of  a  bay  called 

El  Palmar,  fituate  in  latitude  28  deg.  13  min.  This  bay  is  ten 
miles  in  length,  lying  almoft  North  and   South,  and  in  breadth 

about 
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about  two  miles,  having  at  its  entrance  ten  fathom  water.  From 
hence  the  coaft  ftretches  to  the  N.  E.  forming,  at  about  feven 
leagues  diftance  from  the  Tortolas,  the  head-land,  or  cape, 
called 

Caho  del  Canaveral,  in  latitude  28  deg.  27  min.  which  is  the 
Eaftermoft  point  of  all  Florida^  and  is  furrounded  with  rocks,  ly- 
ing at  about  two  miles  off  from  the  fliore  j  clofe  to  thefe  rocks  is 
ten  fathom  water.  To  the  Eaftward  of  this  cape  there  are  three 
banks,  which  extend  themfelves  fix  leagues  into  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  have  channels  between  them.  To  the  Northward  of  it  alfo 
lies  El  Buey,  which  is  a  dangerous  bank  of  rocks,  having  from  ten 
to  twenty  fathom  water  clofe  round  it ;  and  to  the  Northward  hereof 
lies  another  fmall  bank.  The  coaft  now  ftretches  to  the  Northweft, 
and  on  it  is  a  little  bay,   called 

La  Roque,  lying  at  about  nine  leagues  diftance  from  Cabo  del 
Canaveral ;  and,  about  four  leagues  to  the  Northward  of  this, 
opens 

Rio  de  Mofqiiifos.  The  mouth  of  this  river  lies  in  latitude  28 
deg.  48  min.  There  is  a  dire<fl  communication  through  this  river 
by  the  Rio  Amazura  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  Mofquitos  are  a  tribe  oi Indians,  inhabiting  both  fides  of  this 
river.  The  coaft  now  runs  nearly  North  and  South,  and  on  it  are 
found 

Barraderas,  a  fmall  bay,  lying  in  latitude  28  degrees  56  mi- 
nutes, as  alfo  Ayamonte,  another  fmall  bay,  in  latitude  29  degrees 
4  minutes. 

El  Penon  is  an  Indian  fettlement  on  an  ifland  thirteen  leagues 
to  the  North  of  Rio  de  Mofquitos,  fituate  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Rio  Matanzas,  through  which  there  is  a  communication  to  St. 
Augiifiin. 

Barra 
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Bnrra  de  Mafanzas  has  eight  feet  water  on  it,  but  afterwards, 
within  the  river,  from  ten  to  15  fathom.  On  the  North  fide  of 
the  entrance  of  this  river  is  high  land,  called  Torre  de  Romo. 

Santa  Anajlafm  ifland  is  nine  leagues  long,  reaching  from  the 
Barra  de  Matanzas  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  St.  Augujim, 
which  it  helps  to  form. 

St.  Aiigiijlin  lies  in  29  deg.  50  min.  North  latitude:  the  city 
runs  along  the  fliore,  at  the  foot  of  a  pleafant  hill,  adorned  with 
trees ;  its  form  is  oblong,  divided  by  four  regular  ftreets  crofling 
each  other  at  right  angles.  Down  by  the  fea-fide,  about  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  South  of  the  town,  flandeth  the  church,  and  a 
monaftery  of  St.  Aiigiiftin.  The  beft  built  part  of  the  town  is  on  the 
North  fide,  leading  to  the  caftlr,  which  is  called  St.  Johns  Fort. 
It  is  a  fquare  building  of  foft  ftone,  fortified  with  whole  bafiions, 
having  a  rampart  twenty  feet  high,  with  a  parapet  nine  feet  thick, 
and  it  is  cazemated.  The  town  is  alfo  fortified  with  baftions,  and 
inclofed  with  a  ditch  :  The  whole  well  furnifhed  with  cannon. 
The  harbour  is  formed  by  the  North-end  of  Santa  Anajlafia  ifland, 
and  a  long  point  of  land,  divided  from  the  continent  by  the  river 
St.  Mark,  which  falls  into  the  fea  a  little  above  the  caftle.  At  the 
entrance  of  this  harbour  are  the  North  and  South  breakers,  forming 
two  channels,  whofe  bars  have  from  eight  to  nine  fathom  water 
over  them  at  low  water.  On  the  North  and  South,  without  the 
walls  of  the  city,  are  two  Indian  towns. 

The  little  fort  is  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  a  river  into  the  Rio 
Matanzas,  about  four  miles  South  of  St.  Augujiin,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  marlh.     Fort  Miifa  is  four  miles  North  of  St.  Augujiin. 

Rio  St.  Sebaftian.  This  river  runs  out  of  a  lake,  and  enters  the 
Rio  Matanzas  a  little  to  the  South  of  St.  Augujiin. 

Rio  St.  Marco  has  communication  with  Rio  St.  Juan.  It  enters 
the  fea  at  the  harbour  of  St.  Augujiin.  This  river,  with  that  of 
St.  Sebajlian,  forms  an  ifland,  on  which  St.  Augujiin  is  fituate. 
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Barra  de  Matanzas  has  eight  feet  water  on  it,  but  afterwards, 
within  the  river,  from  ten  to  15  fathom.  On  the  North  fide  of 
the  entrance  of  this  river  is  high  land,  called  Torre  de  Romo. 

Santa  .Anajlafia  ifland  is  nine  leagues  long,  reaching  from  the 
Barra  de  Matanzas  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  St.  Augujiin, 
which  it  helps  to  form. 

St.  Augujiin  lies  in  29  deg.  50  min.  North  latitude:  the  city 
runs  along  the  fliore,  at  the  foot  of  a  pleafant  hill,  adorned  with 
trees ;  its  form  is  oblong,  divided  by  four  regular  ftreets  crofling 
each  other  at  right  angles.  Down  by  the  fea-fide,  about  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  South  of  the  town,  ftandeth  the  church,  and  a 
monaftery  of  St.  Augujiin.  The  beft  built  part  of  the  town  is  on  the 
North  fide,  leading  to  the  caftlr,  which  is  called  St.  John  5  Fort. 
It  is  a  fquare  building  of  foft  ftone,  fortified  with  whole  baftions, 
having  a  rampart  twenty  feet  high,  with  a  parapet  nine  feet  thick, 
and  it  is  cazemated.  The  town  is  alfo  fortified  with  baftions,  and 
inclofed  with  a  ditch  :  The  whole  well  furniflied  with  cannon. 
The  harbour  is  formed  by  the  North-end  of  Santa  Anajlafia  ifland, 
and  a  long  point  of  land,  divided  from  the  continent  by  the  river 
St.  Mark,  which  falls  into  the  fea  a  little  above  the  caftle.  At  the 
entrance  of  this  harbour  are  the  North  and  South  breakers,  forming 
two  channels,  whofe  bars  have  from  eight  to  nine  fathom  water 
over  them  at  low  water.  On  the  North  and  South,  without  the 
walls  of  the  city,  are  two  Indian  towns. 

The  little  fort  is  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  a  river  into  the  Rio 
Mata?izas,  about  four  miles  South  of  St.  Augujiin,  and  at  the  end 
of  a  marlli.     Fort  Mufa  is  four  miles  North  of  St.  Augujiin. 

Rio  St.  Sebafiian.  This  river  runs  out  of  a  lake,  and  enters  the 
Rio  Matanzas  a  little  to  the  South  of  St.  Augujiin. 

Rio  St.  Marco  has  communication  with  Rio  St.  Juan.  It  enters 
the  fea  at  the  harbour  of  St.  Augujiin.  This  river,  with  that  of 
St.  Sebajiian,  forms  an  ifland,  on  which  St.  Augujiin  is  fituate. 
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El  Caniielo  is  a  fmall   bay,    about  three  leagues  North  of  St, 

Vigia  is  a  little  fettlenient  about  two  miles  from  El  Camieh. 

Fort  Diego  is  fituated  on  the  North  bank  of  the  Rio  Sf.  Marco, 
about  twenty  miles  from  St.  Aiigiifiin,  in  the  road  from  that  place 
to  St,  'Juan. 

St.  Juan,  by  fome  called  St.  Mafheo,  is  the  moft  northern  SpanijJ\ 
fettlement  on  theEaft  coafl:  oi  Florida.  It  is  fituate  on  the  South- 
fide  of  the  Rio  St.Juan^  about  nine  miles  from  Fort  George,  Rio  de 
St.  Juan  is  a  large  river,  near  {eve\'i  miles  broad  at  the  mouth  ;  by 
this  river  there  is  a  communication,  all  through  the  peninfula,  with 
the  Rio  Amaziira,  Babia  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  and  Lagima  del  Efpi- 
riiii  Santo  ;  and  very  probably,  by  fmsU  craft,  might  be  navigable 
quite  through  into  the  Gidf  of  Mexico. 


An  Account  of  the  feveral  ^expeditions  made  to  Florida.^  by 
the  E7tgliJJj)  Freftchy  and  Spaniards.^  from  the  frji 
Difcovery  of  this  Country  to  the  prefent  Times. 

Expedition  of  fohn  Ponce  de  Leon. 

ON  the  3d  of  March,  in  the  year  1512,  fdm  Ponce  de  Leon, 
a  gentleman  oi Spain,  failed  with  three  fnips  from  the  port  of 
St.  German,  in  the  ifland  of  Puerto  Rico.  He  (leered  his  courfe  to 
the  North- weft,  and,  on  the  eighth  day  after,  made  the  ifland 
Viego,  in  21  deg.  30  min.  North  latitude,  and  anchored  on  the 
next  day  under  one  of  the  Caicos  illands ;  thence  failing  by  the  litde 
ille  of  Maguana,  on  the  27th  he  arrived  at  Guanani,  (the  firll  land 
difcovered  by  Cc/^/w^z/iJ  ^'-d,  continuing  the  fame  courfe,  he  again 
made  land  on  the  3d  q{  April,  in  the  latitude  of  30  deg.  8  min, 

E  North, 
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North,  which,  taking  to  be  an  ifland,  he  named  it,  as  before  men- 
tioned, Florida.  He  went  aftore  with  fome  of  his  people,  both, 
to  inform  himfelf  concerning  the  inhabitants,  and  to  take  polTeffion 
of  the  country  with  the  ceremonies  ufed  upon  fuch  occaCons.  This 
being  done,  he  again  fet  fail,  on  the  8th  day  of  the  month,  toward 
the  South,  and,  coafting  along  the  (hore,  ftill  caft  anchor,  as  he 
perceived  any  of  the  Savages,  or  their  hutts,  appear;  the  next 
day,  having  advanced  a  little  way  into  the  fea,  he  found  fo  flrong 
a  current  againft  him,  that  though  the  wind  was  favourable,  and  the 
vefTels  carried  all  their  fails  to  it,  they  were  not  only  unable  to  pro- 
ceed, but  with  difficulty  held  their  anchors.  Here  the  Spaniards, 
beinof  invited  by  the  natives,  ventured  on  fhore ;  the  Savages,  when^ 
they  were  landed,  began  with  hauling  up  the  boat,  and  carrying, 
off  the  oars,  &c.  To  this  the  Spaniards  made  no  oppofition  at  firft, 
being  loth  to  irritate  them  ;  but  when  the  latter  became  fo  wantonly 
furious  as  almofi:  to  kill  one  of  the  foldiers,  both  fides  fell  to  blows, 
till  night  parted  them.  In  this  encounter,  two  Spaniards  were: 
wounded.  Going  to  water  at  a  neighbouring  river,  they  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  make  a  prifoner  of  one  of  the  Savages  5  him  they 
afterwards  made  ufe  of  both  for  a  guide  and  interpreter.  Upon, 
the  bank  of  this  river  they  placed  a  crofs  with  an  infcription,  from 
which  occurrence  it  is  ftill  called  the  Rio  de  la  Cruz.  Having  paff- 
ed  by  the  Cape  of  Florida  on  the  8th  of  -May,  they  continued  their 
courfe  to  the  South  all  down  the  coaft,  till,  in  latitude  25  deg. 
they  fell  in  with  a  range  of  iflands  and  rocks,  to  which  the  Spaniards 
gave  the  name  of  Martyrs,  from  a  refemblance  the  cliffs  bore,  in 
their  fancy,  to  men  fixed  upon  flakes.  A  name  of  bad  prefage, 
as  many  ftiips  have  fince  experienced  to  their  deftrud:ion.  Fonce, 
after  this  flight  trial  of  the  inhabitants,- and  not  inthe  leaft  fufpeding 
Fhridq  to  be  a  part  of  the  continent,  fleered  away  to  the  North- 
eaft,  through  the  Liicayos  iflands,  and  fo  to  that  of  St,  John  de 
Puerto  Rico,  whence  he  had  firfl  fet  out. 


Eficpedition 
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Expedition  of  Luke  Vafquez  of  Ay  Ion. 

N  the  year  1520,  Luke  Vafquez  of  Aylon,  a  licentiate,  being  in. 
want  of  hands  to  work  in  the  mines,  entered  into  a  refolution, 
with  fome  aflbciates,  to  try  if  they  could  fleal  off  a  number  of 
Savages  from  the   neighbouring  illands,   to  be  employed  in  this 
bufinefs.     For  this  purpofe,  they  equipped  two  {hips,  and  failed  out 
of  the  harbour  oi  Plata,  fituated  on  the  North- fide  oi  Hifpanioldf 
and  fleered,    either  by  chance  or  defign,  which  it  was  is  uncer- 
tain, a  North-weftern  courfe,  until  they  came  to  the  moft  diftant  of 
the  Lucaycs  iflands ;  and  thence,  to  what  was  then  part  of  Floriday 
in  32°  North  latitude,  now  called  St.Hele?2a.     At  the  fight  of  their 
fliips  making  towards   the  fliore  with  expanded  fliils,  the  amazed, 
natives  ran  in  crowds  to  view  them,  conceiving  thit  they  muft  be 
fome   monftrous  fiOies  driven  upon  the  coaft ;    but,    as  foon  as 
they  faw  men  with  beards  and  covered   with    clothing,    land   out 
of  thefe  floating  manfions,  they  fled  in  a  panic.     The  Spaniarc/s, 
having  flopped  two  of  them,  carried  them  off  into  their   fliips ; 
where,   after  having  entertained  them  with  meat  and  drink,  they 
fent  them  back  again  cloathed  in  the  SpaniJJi  habit.     The  king  of 
the  country,    admiring  the  drefs,  fent  fifty  of  his  people   to   the 
ftiips,   with  a  prefent  of  various  fruits  and   provifions;     and,  not 
contented  with  doing  this,  he  made  a  party  of  his  fubjedls  attend 
the  Spatiiards    in  the  many  excurfions  into  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces, with  which,  at  their  requeft,  he  gratified  their  inclinations  i 
where  they  were  prefented  with  gold,  plates  of  filver,  pearls,  ^c. 
and  received  in  the  moft  hofpitable  manner.     The  Spaniards,  having 
made  their  own  obfervations,  as  they  paffed,  upon  the  cufloms  and 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  the  foil,  and  climate,  invited  a  large 
number  of  the  natives  (after  they  had  watered  their  fliips,  and  were 
prepared  for  departure)  to  an  entertainment  on  board  their  veffels  j 
where,  having  plied  their  guefts  well  with  liquor,  they  took  that 
wicked  opportunity  to  weigh  anchor,    and  fail  away  with   thefe 
unhappy  deluded  people  towards  Hifpaniola.     Many  of  the  poor 
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wretches  pined  to  death  with  vexation,  and  from  an  obftinate  refufal 
of  food  J  the  greater  part  of  what  remained  perished  in  one  of  the 
vefTels  that  foundered  at  fea ;  and  fome  of  them,  in  vain  appealing 
to  the  violated  rights  of  hofpitality,  were  hurried  into  a  cruel  and 
hopelefs  flavery.  Vafquez,  inftead  of  the  punifhment  due  to  fo 
inhunnan  and  horrid  a  proceeding,  expedted,  and  obtained  of  the 
king,  the  reward  appointed  for  fuch  as  difcovered  new  lands,  to- 
gether with  the  uiual  immunities  they  were  entitled  to.  Which, 
when  he  had  received,  in  the  year  1524,  he  fent  more  flnips  to  Florida, 
and  was  fo  elated  with  the  accounts  he  had  from  them,  of  the  fer- 
tility of  the  foil,  and  the  great  plenty  of  gold,  fiiver,  and  pearls, 
to  be  found  therej  that  he  haftened  thither  himfelf,  the  next  year, 
with  three  fliips :  but,  having  loft  one  of  them,  when  near  the 
Cape  of  St.  Helen ;  and  200  of  his  people,  whom  he  had  landed, 
being  entirely  deflroyed  by  the  natives,  more  through  their  own 
negligence,  and  fupine  fecurity,  than  the  bravery  of  the  inhabi- 
tants;  difappointed  of  his  willaes,  and  broken  hearted,  he  returned 
back  again  to  Htfpaniola. 


Expedition  of  Pamphilo  Narvez. 

"OAmphilo  Narva,  not  difcouraged  by  the  bad  fuccefs  of 
■^  Vafqiies,  in  the  year  1526,  procured  a  patent  from  Charles 
the  Fifth,  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain,  conftituting  him  gover- 
nor of  all  the  lands  that  fliould  be  difcovered  from  the  river  of 
Palms  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  Florida.  In  the  month  oi March 
1628,  he  fet  fail,  with  400  foot  and  twenty  horfe,  on  board  of 
his  vefTels,  out  of  the  harbour  of  Xagua,  on  the  South-fide  of 
the  ifland  of  Cuba,  After  fome  difficulties,  he  doubled  the  Cape 
of  Et.  Antony,  the  Weftern  point  of  Cuba,  and  flood  along  the 
North-fide  of  it,  as  far  Eaftward  as  the  harbour  of  Havana ; 
where,  meeting  with  a  breeze  from  the  South,  he  obtained  a 
profperous  paffage  over  to  Florida,  and  arrived  there  on  the  j  2th 
of  April.  Re  caft  anchor  in  a  bay,  from  whence  he  could  fee 
the  cottages  of  the  Savages  upon  the  continent.  The  day  following 
2  he 
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he  landed  part  of  his  forces,  but  foand  thnt  the  natives  had  deferted 
their  honfes  ;  in  whicli,  happening  to  fi.;d  f  )me  inflrument  of  gold, 
filled  with  hopes,  he  immedi.tely  difenibarked  the  reft  of  his  troops, 
and  took  poflcffion  c^  the  country  for  the  King  oi  Spain,  with 
the  ufual  ceremonies.  The  Savages,  foon  after,  drew  near ;  but 
what  they  meant  remained  a  fecret,  for  want  of  an  interpreter, 
farther  than  that  they  feemed,  by  their  menacing  air,  to  order  the 
Sp-aniards  to  leave  their  country.  The  governor,  proceeding  a  little 
way  forward,  found  another  bay  of  great  extent,  reaching  far 
within  the  continent :  up  which,  having  advanced  a  few  leagues, 
he  fell  in  with  fome  Savages,  who  offered  him  maize.  Whilft  he 
was  employed  in  gaining  intelligence  from  tliefe  people,  lie  found 
four  v.'ooden  cafes,  wherein  carcafles,  covered  wich  the  fldns  of 
wild  animals,  and  painted  after  the  manner  of  the  Savages,  were 
hidden.  Upon  them  there  were  laid  pieces  of  linen  and  woollen 
cloth,  together  with  fome  fprigs  of  gold,  which,  the  natives  infifted, 
they  had  from  Apalache,  a  region  far  diftant  from  them,  and  very 
r'ich  in  that  metal. 

The  governor,  ftill  raifed  into  higher  expedations  by  this  infor- 
mation, ordered  his  forces  to  march  by  land,  arjd  the  fliips  to  fol- 
low, keeping  along  fliore,  Cabeca  de  Vnca,  the  treafurer,  in  vain 
oppofing  him.  On  the  firft  of  May,  having  diftributed  to  every 
foldier  two  pounds  of  bifquet,  and  half  a  pound  of  pork,  he  fet 
forw.rd  with  a  light  body  of  300  men,  forty  of  which  were  horfe-; 
and  performed  a  journey  of  fifteen  days,  through  a  defolate  country, 
void  of  inhabitants,  and  deltitute  of  food,  till  they  came  to  a  river, 
which  they  croffed  partly  by  fv/imming,  and  partly  upon  rafts  made 
out  of  what  tin:iber  tliey  could  find.  The  Savages  flood  on  the 
oppofite  bank,  and  conduced  the  Spaniards  to  their  huts,  where 
they  refreflied  them  with  maize.  After  refting  here  for  a  fliort 
fpace,  Narva  difpatched  a  few  of  his  people  to  explore  the  fea- 
coaft,  who  found,  as  far  as  they  difcovered,  that  it  was  full  of 
fhcals,  and  without  ports ;  having  travelled  fifteen  days  journey 
fa/t'ner,  without  fselng  even  the  footfteps  of  an  inhabitant,  at  lafl, 
on  the  feventeenth  of  June,  he  met  one  of  the  petty  kings,  cloathed 
with  a  flag's  hide,  elegantly  painted,  preceded  by  a  m.ultitude  of 
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Savages,  fome  of  them  blowing  horns,  &c.  to  whom  he  explained, 
by  figns,  that  his  rout  was  to  Apalache.  The  Indian  gave  them 
to  underftand  that  he  was  an  enemy  to  the  Apalachians ;  and,  after 
the  mutual  exchange  of  a  'i^w  prefents,  and  paffing  another 
river,  l^e  entertained  them  in  his  towns  with  maize  and  venifon. 
Hence,  through  moft  harraffing  and  almoft  imp.iffible  ways,  on  the 
25th  of  the  fame  miOnth,  Narva  and  his  party  arrived  at  Apalache  \ 
tind,  failing  upon  the  natives,  who  neither  expected  nor  were  at  all 
prepared  to  receive  fuch  a  vifit,  the  town  was  taken  at  the  firft  at- 
tack. Great  quantities  of  maize,  ikins  of  beafts,  garments  Vv'oven 
of  thread,  (for  the  moft  civilized  of  the  Floridans  make  a  decent 
fort  of  coarfe  cloth,  out  of  tha  inward  bark  of  fome  trees  which 
abound  in  that  country,  as  well  as  ropes,  &c.)  together  with  other 
commodities  belonging  to  the  inhabitants,  fell  into  their  hands. 
The  town  confiftcd  of  forty  low  cottages,  covered  with  ftraw,  ex- 
cellently guarded  againft  accidents  of  winds,  which,  at  times,  are 
very  frequent  in  thele  places,  and  defended  likev/ife  on  every  iide 
by  ridges  of  lofty  mountains,  and  a  deep  oozy  ground. 

All  the  land  they  had  hitherto  paffed  over  was  fiat  and  fandv, 
abounding  with  walnut,  laurel,  cedar,  fir,  pine,  and  low  palm 
trees,  moiftened  with  many  lakes,  or  elfe  encumbered  with  the 
trunks  of  old  trees.  Numberlefs  wild  beafts  appeared  wandering 
about  the  Vv^oods  :  the  country  fomewhat  cold,  but  abounding  with 
beautiful  paflures.  In  the  courfe  of  twenty-five  days,  during  which 
they  tarried  here,  they  were  alarmed  twice  by  fudden  incurfions  of 
the  natives,  who  retreated  again  into  the  marflies.  This  induced 
them  to  divide  themfelves  into  three  feveral  parties,  in  order  to 
fcour  and  examine  the  adjacent  country ;  but  they  found  nothing 
more  than  impervious  deferts,  and  fome  miferable  natives,  deftitute 
of  every  thing.  The  caffique,  or  chief,  whom  they  kept  in  chains, 
declared  that  his  town  and  diftricft  was  by  fir  the  largeft  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  regions  beyond  were  much  inferior,  both  a3 
to  foil  and  number  of  inhabitants.  Notwithftanding  this  aiFertion 
of  the  caffique,  they  came,  after  a  journey  of  nine  days  towards 
the  South,  to  another  of  their  towns,  called  Aute,  whofe  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  were  in  confederacy  vv'ith  Jpalache,  and  abounded  in  corn  and 
other  necellaries,  as  being  nearer  to  the  fea. 

The  Spa?nards  being  apprized  by  experience,  both  of  the  poverty 
of  thefe  regions,  and  of  the  treatment  they  were  to  expe<fl  from 
the  Savages }  who,  lurking  about  their  camp,  found  means  to  flay 
their  horfes,  under  cover  of  the  night ;  wearied  out  with  difap- 
pointment,  refolved  to  diredl  their  march  to  the  fea-coaft;  towards 
which  they  travelled  for  eight  days,  with  the  utmoft  hazard  and 
fatigue,  being  often  attacked  by  the  natives  from  behind  the  buflies. 
When  they  came  to  Ante,  a  bloody  engagment  enfued,  wherein 
the  Spaniards  loft  fome  people.  Neverthelefs  they  took  the  place, 
and  found  there  a  vaft  quantity  of  maize,  peafe,  gourds,  and  various 
fruits.  Cabeca  de  Vaca^  being  fent  by  Narvez  to  farvey  the  fea- 
fhore,  returned  three  days  after  with  an  account  that  the  face  of 
the  land  was  rude  and  difmal,  the  bays  ftretching  far  within  the 
country,  and  the  fea  remote.  AfHiding  news  for  the  foldiers  al- 
ready too  much  disheartened.  The  number  of  their  horfes  was 
by  this  time  fo  much  reduced,  that  they  had  no  longer  fufficient 
to  carry  the  fick  ;  therefore,  leaving  Ante,  they  moved  towards  the 
fea,  which  was  the  only  refource  they  had  left.  Boats  were  now 
neceffary;  and  therefore,  though  in  want  of  all  materials,  they 
contrived,  by  fome  means  or  other,  to  build  five  by  the  twentieth 
of  September.  They  twifted  ropes  out  of  horfe-hair  ;  they  made 
vefTels  to  hold  water  by  fewing  hides  together ;  for  fails  they  cut 
up  their  fhirts ;  and,  after  the  fame  manner,  got  every  thing  they 
wanted  ready.  In  the  mean  while,  they  were  not  left  undifturbed 
by  the  Savages,  v/ho  deftroyed  ten  of  their  men. 

According  to  their  calculation,  in  coming  from  the  hay  of  Santa. 
Cruz,  where  they  firft  landed,  to  this  place,  they  had  performed 
a  journey  of  280  leagues.  Embarking  on  the  twenty-fecond  of 
September,  they  fet  fail  ;  and,  after  having  wandered  about,  without 
knowing  where  they  were,  in  the  receffes  of  the  bays  for  feven 
days,  they  came  to  an  ifland  divided  by  a  narrow  ftrait  from 
the  continent ;  which  they  crofled,  and,  fleering  along  fhore,  di- 
rected their  courfe  for  the  river  of  Palms.     Meanwhile,  they  were 
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terribly  diftrefled  for  want  of  water,  faw  but  few  Savages,  and  fup- 
ported  their  milerable  beings  by  fifhiog.     At  length,    having  wea- 
thered a  promontory  that  lay  in  their  way,   not  without  great  peril, 
and  after  loling  fome  ot  their  company  by  drinking  too  largely  of 
fait  water,  they  again  made  for  the  continent;  where,  at  firft,  they 
were  very  kindly  received  by  the  natives,  and  refreihed  with  drink 
and  fifh  •   but,  being  attacked  by  them  in  the  night,  they  narrowly 
efcaped  from  total  deftrudion.     The  Indiajt  chief  eloping,   and  the 
governor  wounded,  they  fled,  in  confufiqn  and  great  precipitation, 
to  their  boats.     After  three  days  fail  from  hence,  preffed  again  by 
the  want  of  frefli  water,  they  put  to  fhore.     The  inhabitants  drew 
near,   and,  after  a  mutual  exchange  of  hoflages,  they  granted  the 
Spci-niards   leave'  to    water.     Neverthelefs,    foon    after,  they   botli 
fiercely  redemanded  their  own  people,  and  detained  the  Spaniards 
captive.     This  nation  was  of  a  greater  ftature  than  what  they  had 
hitherto  feen,  with  long  loofe  hair :  their  kings  were  richly  cloathed 
with  martens  fkins.     The   ftation   here    being   but  bad  for  vefTels, 
thinking  to  avoid  extreme  danger,  they  bore  a  little  out  to  fea  ; 
but  their  boats  were  foon  feparated  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  and  each 
flfove  to  reach  what  lay  next  before  them.     One  of  them,  in  which 
the  treafurer  Cab:ca  de  Vaca  was  embarked,  (to  whom  we  owe  this 
narration)  ran   aground,    and  he,    with   his    companions,    landed 
upon  an  ifland,  as  it  afterwards  was  found  to  be.     The  inhabitants, 
about  an  hundred  in  number,  at  firft  attacked  them  in  a  hoftile 
manner  ;    but,  being  won  by   prefents,  they  brought  them  plenty 
of  fifh,  ^c.     The  Spaniards,  having  now  wrecked  their  boat  upon 
this   ifland,   their    arms,    cloath?,    and  every  thing  elfe,    to   com- 
plete   their    misfortunes,    being  fwallov/ed    up  by  the  fea,     were 
fupplied    with    provifions    by   the  natives    in   their  cottages,   until 
thty  thcmfelves  began  to  be  in  want.     The  floarpnefs  of  hunger 
conquered  humanity,  and   the  familliing  Spaniards  fed  upon  each 
others   fleth,    until,  out  of  eighty   people,  only   fifteen  remained. 
Four  of  di:fe,  CabecadeVaca  being  one,  after  long  wanderings  and 
various  accidents,   too  long  to  inf;;rt   here,  arrived   at  laft   in  the 
province  of  Mexico^    where    the   other    boats  periilied  j    or   what 
fine  attended  the  governor   is   not  kfiown.     Such    was  the    third 
Spanijh  expedition  into  Florida. 

Expedition 
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Expedition  of  Ferdinand  de  Soto. 

FTER  thefe  unfortunate  events,  Florida  was  neglected  till 
the  year  1539,  when  the  memorable  expedition  oi Ferdinand 
de  Soto  took  place.  This  gentleman  had  ferved  with  great  reputa- 
tion under  Francis  Pizarro,  in  the  conquefl:  of  Peru,  which  had 
recommended  him  (o  much  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  that  he 
conferred  on  him  the  government  of  Cuba,  with  the  rank  of 
General  of  Florida,  and  the  title  of  Marquis  of  the  lands  which 
he  fhould  conquer  therein.  Having  received  his  commiffion  from 
the  court  of  Spain,  he  failed  to  the  Havannah,  where  he  made 
a  (hort  ftay,  in  order  to  put  the  affairs  of  the  ifland  1  nder  proper 
regulations,  during  his  abfence  ;  and  then,  imbarking  !:is  forces,  fet 
fail  on  the  twelfth  oi  May,  in  the  year  1  539,  with  nine  vefiels,  having 
on  board  350  horfe,  and  900  foot,  together  with  a  great  number  of 
mariners,  and  all  things  neceffary  for  fuch  an  expedition.  As  the 
feafon  was  very  fine,  and  the  wind  quite  fair,  they  made  the  coafl 
oi  Florida,  to  the  Northward  of  the  Gulf  cf  Mexico,  on  the  25th  of 
the  faid  month,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  h.\y  of  Spirifu  SanSio. 
The  whole  army  was  foon  difembarked,  and,  by  the  help  of  the 
tides,  the  fliips  were,  eight  days  after,  brought  up  fo  clofe  to  the 
land,  as  to  moor  juft  under  the  Indian  habitations.  The  army,  as 
they  landed,  intrenched  themfelves  upon  the  fea-beach,  near  the 
town.  After  a  flight  excurfion,  to  take  a  view  of  the  adjacent  coun- 
try, the  general,  Soto,  approached  an  Indian  town,  which  he  found 
quite  dcferted  by  the  natives,  who,  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the  flnips 
upon  their  coaft,  had  everywhere  given  the  alarm  by  fires.  At  break 
of  day,  Colonel  Lewis  de  Mfcofo  clrew  up  the  army  in  three  lines, 
with  a  fquadron  of  horfe  to  each  body.  In  this  order  they  march- 
ed, making  a  circuit  round  the  bay,  till  they  came  to  a  village  of 
the  Savages,  confifting  of  about  iQvtn  or  eight  houfes,  near  the 
fhore,  built  of  wood,  and  covered  with  palm-leaves.  On  one  fide 
•was  a  little  lodge,  which  ferved  for  a  temple  to  their  idol,  placed 
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over  the  entrance,  in  the  fhape  of  a  bird,  made  ,of  wood,  and 
gilded  over.  Some  pearls  were  aifo  found  here,  but  of  little 
value,  having  been  bored  by  fire,  in  order  to  firing  them  for 
chains  and  bracelets,  to  adorn  their  necks  and  arms ;  ornaments  in 
high  efteem  among  thefe  people.  This  town  ferved  the  troops 
for  quarters,  and  the  general  ordered  the  ground  about  it  to  be 
cleared,  for  a  pretty  good  fpace,  both  for  the  fake  of  having  room 
to  exercife  his  cavalry,  and  that  the  Indians  might  not  approach 
without  being  difcovered,  if  they  chofe  to  attack  him  in  the  night. 
Double  guards  were  placed  at  all  the  avenues  and  dangerous  p'aces, 
which  were  relieved  every  hour,  and  the  cavalry,  re.dy  for  a(3:ion 
if  necefl"ary,  rode  about  and  vifited  them.  Here  they  were  unfor- 
tunate enough  to  lofe  two  Indimis  they  had  taken  prlfoners,  to  ferve 
for  guides  and  interpreters,  who  efcaped  in  the  night  by  the  care- 
leflhefs  of  thofe  that  were  fet  to  watch  them.  This  lofs  was  the 
harder  to  repair,  becaufe  the  number  of  marfhes  and  woodlands 
prevented  the  horfe  from  purfuing  them. 

Whilst  the  Spaniards  remained  here,  Soto  detached  feveral 
parties  to  difcover  the  country.  One  of  them,  in  marching  by  a 
morafs,  about  half  a  league  from  the  camp,  fell  in  with  fome  J?i- 
dianSy  and  took  four  of  them  ;  whereupon  the  refi:  turned  fliort  upon 
the  Spaniards,  and,  though  far  inferior  in  number,  drove  them 
back  to  their  camp,  Thefe  people  are  fo  dexterous,  fo  fierce,  and 
fo  agile,  that  it  is  impofiible  to  gain  any  advantage  over  them  on 
foot.  They  fly  from  thofe  who  attack  them,  but,  the  moment  the 
enemy  retires,  they  fpring  upon  him.  The  diftance  of  a  bow-lhot 
is  the  farthefc  they  ever  give  way ;  and,  when  they  make  their 
attacks,  they  are  always  in  conflant  motion,  running  from  fide  to 
fide,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  aim.  They  difcharge  their 
arrows  with  incredible  celerity,  and  fo  exactly,  as  very  feldom  to 
mifs.  Their  bows  are  firong,  and  their  arrows  made  of  reeds, 
heavy,  and  fo  keen,  that  they  Vv'ill  pierce  a  buckler.  The  extre- 
mities of  fome  they  arm  with  a  fiih-bone  as  fharp  as  an  awl,  of 
others  with  a  flone  as  hard  as  a  diamond.  One  of  the  parties 
above  mentioned  difcovered,  on  a  plain  two  leagues  from  the  camp,, 
ten  or  tVi'elvc  Inaiam,  among  whom  was  an  European,   naked  and 

all 
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all  fun-burnf,  having  his  arms  painted  with  divers  coloun,  in  the 
manner  of  the  Indians^  from  whom  he  could  not,  in  the  leail,  be 
diftingniilied.  The  Savages  difperfed,  as  foon  as  the  horfe  attacked 
them,  and  threw  themfelves  into  a  wood,  excepting  two,  who, 
being  wounded,  were  taken  :  At  the  fame. time,  one  of  the  horfe- 
men  rnn  with  his  launce  at  the  European,  who  cried  out,  Gentle- 
men, I  am  a  Chriflian,  do  7iot  kill  me,  nor  thefe  poor  people,  icho  have 
given  me  life.  Hereupon  the  Indians  were  called  out  of  the  wood, 
with  affurances  of  having  nothing  to  fear:  They  were  at  length 
prevailed  upon  to  leave  it,  and  all  mounting  behind  the  horfemen, 
this  detachment  returned  again  to  the  camp,  where  they  were  re- 
ceived with  the  univerful  joy  and  carefTes  of  the  general  and  the 
whole  army. 

Here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  digrefs  a  little,  in  order  to  inform  tlie 
reader,  what  adventure  brought  the  Chrilliun  above  meritioned  into 
the  hands  of  the  India)!s. 

This  man,  whofe  name  was  "yohn  Ortiz,  was  a  native  of  Seville, 
and  born  of  a  noble  family.  He  had  lerved  in  the  expedition  under 
Narvez,  about  twelve  years  before,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
efcape  back  again  to  Cui^a.  Hence  he  returned  to  Florida,  in  a 
brigantine,  by  the  defire  of  the  Lady  of  Narvez,  in  queft  of  her 
hufoand.  At  his  arrival  upon  this  coaft,  meeting  with  fome  Indians^, 
who  pretended  to  have  a  letter  for  him  from  Narvez,  he  and  an- 
other were  ralli  enough  to  land,  at  their  invitation,  in  oppofition  to 
the  advice  of  the  people  on  board.  The  Indians  immediately  fur- 
rounded  them,  killed  his  companion,  who  offered  to  make  refiitance, 
and  carried  off  Ortiz  to  their  chief,  called  Ucita,  none  on  board 
daring  to  land,  to  give  him  any  affiftance.  The  Indiaii  fentenced 
him  to  be  burnt  alive,  which  had  furely  been  his  fate,  but  that  a 
fudden  emotion  of  pity  touched  the  heart  oiUcita'%  daughter,  who 
prevailed  upon  her  father  to  give  him  his  life.  Ortiz  was  then  fet 
to  guard  the  temple  above  mentioned  from  the  wolves,  which  often 
came  to  carry  off  the  bodies  that  were  laid  there.  It  happened,  that 
thefe  animals  feized  the  body  of  the  fon  of  an  Indian  of  confide- 
rable  rank  :  Ortiz  purfued  them,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  kill 
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one  of  the  wolves,  and  recover  the  carcafe.  This  aftion  endeared 
him  to  Ucita,  who  began  to  treat  him  more  kindly.  Three  years 
palled  thus,  when  an  Indian  chief,  called  Mocofo,  attacked  Ucitat 
burnt  his  village,  and  forced  him  to  fly  to  another  place  he  hid  by 
the  fea-(hore.  Thefe  wild  people  have  a  cuftom  of  facrificing  the 
lives  of  ftrangers  that  fall  into  their  hands  to  evil  fpirits,  Vv'hom  they 
fuopofe  to  be  pleafed  with  fuch  vidlims.  This  fate  Ucita  deftined 
Oriiz  to  ;  but  the  fame  girl,  who  had  faved  him  from  the  fire, 
counfelled  him  to  fly  to  Mocofo,  who,  (he  faid,  would  treat  him^ 
well,  and  vv/anted  to  fee  him.  As  he  was  unacquainted  with  the 
way,  flie  put  him  into  the  road,  and  returned  unperceived  herfelf. 
Ortiz  travelled  till  he  came  to  a  rivulet  on  the  frontier  of  the  domi- 
nions of  Moccfo,  where  he  found  two  Indians  fiflfing.  As  thefe 
people  were  at  war  with  thofe  he  came  from,  he  was  apprehen- 
five  they  would  treat  him  as  an  enemy,  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe 
he  was  unable  to  explain  his  defign,  and  what  brought  hini  thither 
to  them,  neither  underfl:anding  the  language  of  the  other ;  to  pre- 
vent this,  he  ran  to  the  place  where  their  arms  lay,  and  infl:antly. 
feized  them.  The  Indians,  alarmed,  flew  immediately  to  the 
town,  whence  their  cries  prefently  brought  numbers  of  Indians, 
who  furrounded  Or//^;,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  killing  him,, 
in  vain  crying  out  that  He  was  the  Chrijlian  of  Ucita  ;  when,  pro- 
videntially, an  Indian  joined  them  who  happened  to  underftand 
his  lan^uai'^e,  and  appealed  his  companions  by  explaining  the  words - 
of  Ortiz  to  them.  Upon  this  four  of  the  Savages  were  fent  ofl:' 
with  the  news  to  Mocofo,  who  received  Ortiz  very  cordially,  and 
promifed,  if  any  Chriftians  fliould  arrive  in  that  country,  he  would 
give  him  leave  to  retire  with  them.  Among  thefe  I?idia?is,  Ortiz 
refided  for  the  courfe  of  twelve  years,  and  had  long  defpaired  of 
ever  feeing  another  European,  when  Mocofo  informed  him  that  the 
Chriftians  had  made  a  defcent  at  the  town  oi  Ucita.  Ortiz,  at 
firft,  fhowed  a  difficulty  of  believing  him  ;  but  the  Caflique  feriouf- 
ly  infifted  upon  the  truth  of  this  intelligence,  and  permitted  him  to 
go  to  join  them  ;  adding,  that,  if  he  did  not,  he  muft  blame  him- 
felf  alone,  when  the  Chriftians  were  gone,  fince  the  promife 
made  to  him  had  been  performed.  Ortiz  thanked  the  Indian  in 
the  gratefulleft  terms,  who,  at  his  departure,  fent  feveral  of  his 
2  people 
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people  to  efcoit  him  ;   and  thefe  were  they,    whom    the  above- 
mentioned  party,  from  Soto's  army,   met. 

At  his  arrival  in  the  camp,  the  General  prefented  him  with 
cloaths,  arms,  and  a  good  horfe  ;  afl-iing  him,  at  the  fame  time, 
whether  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  part  of  this  country  that 
abounded  with  gold  or  filver  mine~.  Ortiz  anfwered,  that  he  had' 
penetrated  only  a  little  way  farther  than  the  habitation  of  Mocojo, 
but  that,  at  thirty  leagues  diftance  from  his  town,  dwelt  Paracox2\. 
the  moft  puifTant  prince  of  thefe  regions,  to  whom  all  the  other 
chiefs  were  tributary,  and  that  he  could  give  him  fatisfadtory  light 
concerning  what  was  enquired  after;  moreover,  that  his  country 
was  very  fertile,  and  abounded  with  all  the  provifions  of  life.  This 
intelligence  was  highly  pleating  to  Soto,  who  looked  upon  it  as  cer- 
tain, that,  in  traverfing  fo  great  an  extent  of  land,  he  muft,  of 
courfe,  find  fome  part  of  it  very  rich. 

A  FEW  days  after,  Mocojo  paid  the  Spaniards  a  vifit,  when,  in 
a  handfome  fpeech,  he  welcomed  the  general,  and.  offered  him  his 
fervices.  Soto  received  him  with  fuitable  returns  of  civility,  and 
made  him  fbme  fmall  prefents ;  after  which  he  took  his  leave,. 
and  went  back  to  his  habitation  highly  fatisfied. 

Soto  immediately  difpatched  Balthazar  de  Gallegos,  at  the  head 
of  about  thirty  men,  into  the  province  of  Paracoxl,  to  gain  infor- 
mation of  what  Florida  farther  afforded.  At  their  arrival  here, 
they  found  the  calhque  had  retired  o.ut  of  the  town,  but  fent  thirty 
Indians,  to  enquire  v/hat  they  fought  in  his  country,  and  wherein 
he  could  be  of  fervice  to  them  ?  Gallegos  thanked  him  for  his 
civility,  and  tellified  his  ijiclination  to  confirm  a  fincere  and  lafting 
friendlhip  with  him  ;  for  the  fake  of  doing  which,  he  defired  him 
to  return  to  his  habitation.  The  Indian  anfwered  by  mefiengers, 
that  he  was  irdifpoled,  which  prevented  him  from  coming.  Gal- 
legos demanded,  if  they  knew  any  province  that  produced  gold  or 
filver  ?  They  anfwered,  he  would  find  one  to  the  Weft,  called 
Cale,  which  was  at  war  with  a  neighbouring  diftrid",  where  the 
Spring  bloomed  throughout  the  year,   and  gold  was  fo  plenty,  thae 

the. 
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the  people  marched  againft  thofe  of  Cnk  wiih  hehrsets  made  of 
this  metal  on  their  heads.  But  the  Spajiipj  officer  iaipecting  tliey 
only  made  pretences,  for  the  fake  of  gaining  time,  tiii  they  could 
betake  themfelves  to  fome  place  of  fecurity  ;  and  fearing,  if  he  fuf- 
fered  the  hiaian  meffcngers  to  depart,  they  would  not  return  again, 
put  them  in  irons  and  fent  to  acquaint  iSc/o  of  his  proceedings; 
upon  which  the  general,  leaving  a  proper  number  of  men  to  guard 
the  port,  marched  with  all  t!ie  reft,  joined  Ga/kgcs,  and,  without 
delay,  fct  onward  to  CaL'.  He  found,  in  his  way,  fome  fmall  vil- 
lages, and  took  an  Indian  far  hi?  guide,  who  conduced  them  to 
the  banks  of  a  very  rapid  river.  Having  palled  this  with  fome 
difficulty,  S)to,  who  had  headed  the  advanced  guard,  fent  to  ha- 
ften  the  main  body;  becaufe  the  journey' was  long,  and  he  was 
apprehenfive  that  provifion  might  fail  them.  At  length,  lie  ar- 
rived at  Cak,  but  found  the  town  dcferted.  Here  he  halted  for 
the  reft  of  the  army,  now  extremely  fatigued  with  hunger  and  bad 
ways ;  for  the  ground  was  poor,  m.arlhy  in  many  places,  or  covered 
with  thick  woods.  All  their  provifions  were  confumed,  fo  that 
they  were  obliged  to  feed  upon  beet  leaves,  thiflles,  and  maize, 
which  theji  devoured  ftalk  and  all;  fo  outrageous  was  hunger  grown. 
But  the  hovfemen  Soto  had  lent  back  to  them,  brought  the  com- 
forting news,  that  there  was  plenty  of  maize  at  Cdle ;  a\\  that  was 
ripe  of  it  the  general  ordered  to  be  cut  down,  and  a  flore 
was  laid  up,  fufficient  for  three  months.  One  of  the  Indians 
who  were  taken  informed  Soto,  that,  feven  leagues  beyond  this 
town,  there  was  a  province  very  large  and  fertile  in  maize,  which 
was  called  Pa!achc.  Whereupon,  he  fet  off  immediately  from  Cnle, 
with  a  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  leaving  Co'onel  Lewis  de  Mofccfo 
to  command  the  reft,  with  exprefs  orders  not  to  decamp,  unlefs 
he  iliould  receive  a  commafid  to  do  fo  under  his  hand. 

Don  Ferdinand  de  Soto  left  Cale  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Auguft 
154c,  and  lay  firft  at  Hara,  next  at  Pctano,  then  at  XJtimama,  and, 
on  the  fourth  day,  at  a  place  called,  by  the  Spaniards,  Maiapaz. 
Hence  he  came  to  a  place  called  Ckolupaba  ;  and,  after  two  days  jour- 
ney through  adefait  country,  he  arrived  ziCaligncn.  Kere  it  was  inti- 
mated toSoto,  as  he  was  inquiring  concerning  the  province  ofPalac/je, 
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that  Narvez  had  not  penetrated  into  the  country  beyond  where  they 
now  were,  being  unable  to  find  either  path  or  habitations  :  That 
it  was  more  eligible  to  abandon  Florida,  and  return,  than  run  the 
rifk  of  periHiing  by  the  Savages,  or  hunger,  in  thofe  defo'ate 
regions.  But  the  general  paid  no  regard  to  fuch  remonftrances  : 
On  the  reverfe,  he  ordered  all  to  hold  themfehes  ready  to  march, 
and  fent  orders  io'i  Mojcofo  to  join  him  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 
Th's  was  immediately  ('one,  though  the  troops  fufFered  much,  in 
paffing  through  a  country  entirely  laid  wafte  by  the  general,  in  his 
paflage  through  it. 

Soto  marched  from  CaUqueu,  with  the  whole  army,  on  the 
20th  of  September.,  taking  the  calvjque  away  with  him.  In  five 
days  he  arrived  at  Napetaca,  during  which  the  Indians  feveral  times 
.•jpplied  to  him,  praying  that  their  chief  might  be  fet  at  liberty. 
To  whom  he  anfwered,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  detain  him  by- 
force  longer,  than  till  he  (hould  arrive  in  the  dominions  of  JJza" 
chil,  a  chief  who  was  related  to  the  caffique  of  Caliquciu  Mean- 
while, Jchn  Ortiz  learned  from  an  Indian,  that  they  had  refolved 
to  affemble  and  attack  the  army,  in  order  to  fet  their  chief  at  liberty 
by  force.  The  general,  being  apprized  of  this,  ordered  all  the  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  to  arm,  and  to  remain  io  prepared  in  their  quar- 
ters, not  to  give  the  Indians  any  fufpicion,  who,  to  the  number  of 
400,  in  arms,  were  poll;ed  in  a  wood  a  little  way  from  the  camp. 
Thus  ilationed,  they  fent  two  men  to,  detnand  their  ccffique  of  the 
governor;  who,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  and  talking  to  him,  the 
better  to  fatis^fy  the  Indians,  advanced  near  the  place  where  they 
had  ported  themfelves ;  but,  ubferving  them  to  be  preparing  for 
battle,  he  commanded  an  alarm  to  be  founded  ;  at  which  all 
the  Spaniards  ruflied  out  with  fuch  fury,  that  the  Indians,  furpri- 
zed  and  thrown  into  confufion,  thought  only  of  flight.  Forty  of 
them  were  killed  on  the  fpot  by  the  fpi'ar,  and  the  reft  threw 
themfelves  into  two  neighbouring  lakes,  where  the  Spaniards  fired 
upon  them,  as  they  were  fwimming,  though  to  little  effefh. 
Soto,  not  having  people  enough  for  both,  furroundtd  only  o-^e  of 
the  lakes,  out  of  which  the  Indians  endeavoured  to  eftope  by  fwim- 
ming foftly  to  the  banks  in  the  night,  covering  their  heads  with 
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Avater-lilies ;  but  the  horfe,  perceiving  the  water  to  be  put  in  mo- 
tion,  pulhed   up  to  the   belly  in  the  lake,  and   drove  them   back 
again.     A  great  part  of  th'e  night  having  thus  pafled,  without  any 
■jepofe  on  either   fide,  Ortiz  called   out  to  them  to  fubmit  to  the 
governor,  fmce  there  was  no  poflibility  of  efcaping :  Which  they, 
at  laft,  agreed  to  do,  compelled  by  the  fevere  cold  they  felt  in  the 
water.     They  all  furrendered  except  about  twelve,   who   refolutely 
determined  rather  to  die  in  the  lake ;  but  the  Indiana  of  Faracoxi 
threw  themfelves  in,  dragged  them  out  by  the  hair,  and  they  were 
immediately  chained  together.     All  the  reft  were  divided  amongft 
the  S>paniards,  to  ferve  as  flaves.     The  mifery   of  this  llavery   was 
fo  intolerable  to  thofe  Savages,  that  they  refolved  to  free  themfelves 
from  it ;  and,  for  that  end,  one  of  them,   who  acied  as  interpre- 
ter, undertook  to  ftrangle  the  general,  whilft  he  v/as  talking  with 
liim,  by   throwing  both   hands  at  once  fuddenly  upon  his  neck^ 
but,  in  the  inftant  of  attempting  it,  Soto  ftruck  the  Indian  upon 
the    face    '^o  furioufly,    as,    in   a  moment,  to  cover  it  over   with 
blood.     All  the    Indians  were    roufed  at  this  fignal,  and  a   ter- 
rible battle  enfued  ;   each   Savage  ufing,    for  a  weapon,   the   club 
with  which  they  bruifed  the  maize,  or  the  fword  or  launces  of  their 
marters,    that  happened    to   lie   near   them,    and  managed   them 
with  as  much  dexterity  as  the  Spaniards  themfelves  could  do ;  till, 
at  laft,  after  having  given  wonderful   proof  of  valour  and  intrepi- 
•dity,  they  were  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  the  whole   body, 
confifting  of  about  two  hundred,  taken;  feveral   of  whom   were 
faftened  to  ftakes,  and  fliot  to  death  by  the  arrows  of  the  Paracoxi 
Indians-. 

From  Napetaca  they  matched,  on  the  twenty-third  of  September, 
and  foon  arrived  at  Uzachil,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  its  in- 
habitants, upon  the  rumour  of  the  flaughter  made  at  the  fore- 
mentioned  pljce.  Great  quantities  of  maize,  pulfe,  and  cucum- 
bers, were  found  in  the  town.  The  firft  was  as  fine  as  millet, 
and  the  laft  better  than  thofe  of  Spain.  The  parties,  alfo,  that 
were  detached  to  fcour  the  country,  picked  up  about  loo  Indians, 
who  were  divided  among  the  foldiery,  to  be  ufed  for  carrying  of 
baggage,   peeling  of  maize,  and  other  fervile  offices,  in  which  the 
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chain  they  were  faftened  with,  by  the  neck,  did  not  much  hinder 
them.  As  for  the  women  and  children,  they  were  fuffered  to  go 
unchained,  whenever  they  had  come  fixty,  or  a  hundred  miles, 
from  their  refpedive  homes.  Thefe  were  very  Icrviceable,  and 
learned  Spanifh  in  a  little  time. 

The  general  now  quitted  Uzachil,  to  go  to  Palache,  and,  on  the 
fecond  day,  arrived  at  Axille,  where  the  inhabitants  did  not  wait 
to  receive  him,  but  retired  to  a  neighbouring  wood.  He  left  this 
place  the  next  day,  being  the  firft  oiOSlober;  and,  having  thrown  a 
bridge  over  a  river  that  lay  acrofs  his  road,  was  preparing  to  pafs 
it  with  his  troops,  when  the  hidiam  prefented  themfclves  on  the 
other  fide,  to  difpute  the  paflage ;  upon  which,  Soto  commanded 
the  crofs-bow  men  to  advance,  who  forced  them  to  retire.  The 
whole  army  then  pafled  over,  and  arrived,  that  evening,  zXVitachuco^ 
a  town,  in  the  province  of  Falache,  which  the  Indiajis  had  fet  fire 
to,  and  the  flames  were  not  yet  extinguiflied,  when  they  entered 
it.  This  province  is  well  peopled,  and  fruitful  in  maize  :  houfes 
and  villages  appeared  on  every  fide,  till  they  came  to  Anhayca  de 
Palache,  the  refidence  of  the  caffique,  who  commanded  the  whole 
province.  The  Spanijh  forces  were  quartered  round  the  town,  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  which  were  other  villages,  whence  they  drew 
great  quantities  of  maize,  cucumbers,  beans,  and  dried  plumbs, 
better  than  thofe  of  Spain.  The  trees  which  bear  thefe  plumbs 
grow  fpontaneoufly  all  over  the  country. 

SoTo,  who  knew  that  the  fea  was  not  more  than  ten  leagues 
diftant,  fent  out  a  party  of  horfe  and  foot,  who,  pafling  by  OchetCy 
fix  leagues  from  their  quarters,  came  to  the  fea-fide  :  They  conjec- 
tured, from  the  bones  of  horfes  and  other  veftiges,  ihzi  Narvez 
had,  there,  conftruded  thofe  barks  in  which  he  was  fhip-wreck- 
ed.  As  foon  as  the  governor  was  informed  of  this,  he  fent  Dari" 
hufco,  at  the  head  of  thirty  horfemen,  with  orders  for  the  party 
left  at  Bahla  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  to  fet  out  diredly  for  Palache, 
Danhufco  marched  with  all  the  fecrecy  pofiible,  that  he  might  not 
alarm  the  Indians,  who  were  now  returned  to  their  towns,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  pafled  through  ;  and  thus,  in  no  more  than  fix 
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days,  he  arrived  at  the  port.  Here  he  embarked  with  all  the  foot, 
and  rowed  along  tlie  coaft,  till  he  came  to  Pahiche,  which  was  not 
till  the  twenty-fifth  of  December.  The  horfe  returned  with  the 
party  that  were  fent  for  by  the  general, 

Soto,  having  determined  to  difcover  the  country  on  the  Weftern 
coaft,  ordered  Maldonado,  with  a  fmall  body  of  infantry,  to  march 
by  the  fliore,  and  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  harbours, 
if  any,  thereon.  While  thefe  things  were  doing,  many  fmall  fkir- 
mifhes  happened  between  the  Spaniards  and  Indians,  with  various 
fuccefs,  until  the  time  that  Maldonado  returned,  who  brought  with 
him  a  native  of  a  province  called  OcJjufe,  fixty  leagues  from  Pala- 
che.  He  had  found  there  a  harbour  of  good  depth,  and  well  fhel- 
tered,  which  was  very  pleafing  to  the  governor,  as  he  had  hopes  of 
difcovering,  on  this  coaft,  feme  country  rich  in  gold.  The  better 
to  accomplifti  this  end,  he  difpatched  Maldonado  for  warlike  imple- 
ments, to  the  Havana.,  with  orders  to  meet  him  at  the  port  of 
Ochufe,  whither  he  intended  to  go  by  land  ;  having  determined  to 
undertake  nothing  of  confequence,  before  he  Ihould  have  vifited 
that  place. 

Just  after  Maldonado  was  gone,  it  happened  that  a  young  Indian 
was  brought  before  the  governor,  who  had  been  taken  at  Nape- 
taca  :  He  affured  him,  that  it  was  not  from  the  country  above- 
mentioned,  but  from  his  own,  called  Tupaha,  far  diftant,  on  the 
Eaftern  coaft,  that  he  muft  feek  for  gold  ;  defcribing  the  manner 
likewife  fo  minutely  in  which  gold  was  extradled  from  the  ore, 
melted,  and  refined,  that  all  thofe  in  the  army,  who  had  been 
converfant  with  the  working  of  mines,  declared  to  Soto,  that  it  was 
jmpoflible  for  him  to  fpeak  fo  juftly  concerning  this  bufinefs,  unlefs 
he  had  feen  it  done  himfelf:  And  thus  this  relation  of  this  Indian 
pafled  for  indubitable  truth.  Therefore,  with  minds  filled  with 
the  ideal  riches  of  Tupaha,  the  Spaniards  left  Palache  on  the  third 
of  March. 

The  general  ordered  every  man  to  take  provifion  with  him  for 
fixty  leagues  of  defert,  which  they  were  obliged  to  carry  themfelves,, 
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as  the  Indian  prifoners  had,  for  the  moft  part,  perifhed  through 
the  winter's  fatigue.  After  four  days  march,  they  came  to  a  river, 
over  which  the  army  pafTed,  by  the  affiftance  of  a  large  canoe, 
that  enabled  them  to  faften  a  great  rope  acrofs,  and,  by  thefe  means, 
to  ftem  the  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  holding  that  as  they  went. 
This  bufinefs  coft  them  the  labour  of  a  day  and  a  half;  at  laft, 
on  the  eleventh  of  March,  they  arrived  at  Capachiqui.  The  Indians 
were  every  where  in  arms,  falling  at  times  upon  the  Spaniards 
that  ftraggled,  or  were  detached  to  get  wood,  &c.  and,  when  purfued 
by  Sotdi  horfe,  they  threw  themfelves  into  the  marfhes  where 
they  were  unaffailable.  The  general  left  this  place,  and  arrived  at 
'Toalli  on  the  twenty-firil  day  of  the  month.  The  houfes  here  ap- 
peared very  different  from  any  hitherto  feen  by  the  Spaniards  m 
Florida  :  They  were  covered  with  reeds  ranged  like  tyles,  very 
neatly.  The  walls  were  made  of  poles,  interfeding  each  other  fo 
artfully,  as  to  feem  built  of 'ftone  and  mortar.  They  light  large 
fires  in  their  houfes  during  the  night,  which  make  them  fo  warm, 
though  the  climate  is  rather  cold,  that  they  want  no  covering. 
The  granaries  wherein  they  lay  up  their  corn  are  raifed  upon  four 
ports,  with  a  floor  made  of  reeds.  Thefe  people,  in  their  drefs 
and  building,  are  more  civilized  than  the  reft  of  the  F/cridans. 
The  deer-fkins,  which  they  make  ufe  of  for  cloathing,  are  dyed  of 
an  excellent  fcarlet,  and  they  weave  a  fine  kind  of  linen  out  of  the 
moft  tender  infide  bark  of  a  certain  tree. 

They  marched  from  Toal/i  on  the  twenty-third  of  March,  and 
approached  the  town  of  Achefe,  the  inhabitants  of  which  retired  on 
their  approach  ;  but,  their  caffique  being  fent  for  by  them,  appear- 
ed, and  addrefied  himfelf  to  the  general  in  a  handfome  fpeech, 
defiring  to  know  what  he  looked  for  in  their  country,  and 
wherein  he  could  be  of  fervice.  -  (So/'o  thanked  him  for  his  civility, 
told  him,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  the  fun,  and  that  he  had  left  the 
place  of  his  abode,  to  feek  the  greateft  lord,  and  the  richeft  pro- 
vince, which  was  in  that  country.  The  caflique  gave  him  guides, 
and  an  interpreter,  to  lead  the  army  to  a  diftrid:  called  Ociita  : 
This  civil  behaviour  fo  pleafed  the  general,  that  he  fet  all  the 
prifoners  he  bad  taken  in  his  dominions  at  liberty.     Juft  before  his 
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departure,  Soto  fet  up  a  wooden  crofs  in  the  town,  and  only  told 
the  Indiansy  that  this  fign  was  eredted  in  memory  of  Jefus  Chriji^ 
who  had  fufFered  to  fave  us  :  That  he  was  both  God  and  man,  and 
had  created  the  heaven  and  earth ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  muft 
look  up  to-that  token  with  profound  refpe(5l :  Which  they  promi- 
fed  to  do. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  the  troops  arrived  at  Akaraca, 
and,  on  the  tenth,  at  Ocute.  The  caffique  of  this  place  fent  2000 
Indians  to  the  governor,  with  feveral  prefents,  and,  among  the 
reft,  many  dogs,  the  flefti  of  which,  for  want  of  other  meat,  was 
as  much  efteemed  in  the  army  as  mutton.  The  Indians  are  not 
reduced  to  fuch  flraits ;  for,  with  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  by 
the  help  of  many  engines  and  inventions,  of  which  the  Spaniards 
had  no  knowledge,  they  kill  and  take  plenty  of  all  forts  of  game. 
But,  even  if  they  had,  neither  time  nor  circumftance  permitted  the 
foldiers  to  purfue  it. 

The  governor  left  Ocute  on  the  twelfth  oi  April,  after  the  caffique 
had  given  him  400  Indians  for  fervice.  The  army  marched  then 
to  Cofaqui,  and  thence  to  Patofa.  The  chief  of  which  laft  dif- 
tridt,  hearing  of  Soto%  approach,  came  to  fee  him,  and  defired  his 
friendfhip  in  a  fet  fpeech,  which  was  anfwered  in  the  moft  obli- 
ging manner. 

The  face  of  the  country,  from  Ocute  to  Patofa,  for  the  fpace  of 
fifty  miles,  is  very  beautiful  ;  the  foil  rich,  and  finely  watered  with 
many  rivers,  and  the  people  of  a  fweet  and  amiable  temper ;  but, 
from  the  Bahia  del  Efpiritu  Santo  to  the  former  place,  it  is  low, 
fandy,  mar(hy,  or  covered  with  high  bufhesj  whence  the  fierce 
and  warlike  inhabitants  ruft)  out,  or  where  they  retire  to,  and  are 
fecured  againft  all  aflaults  of  horfe  or  foot. 

Soto  being  upon  the  point  of  leaving  Patofa,  the  Indians  of 
that  country  infifted,  contrary  to  the  afiertion  of  the  young  llipa- 
han  above-mentioned,  that  they  had  no  knowledge  of  any  region 
to  the  Eaflward  ;    but  that,  to  the  Nor>h-wert,  there  was  a  very 
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fertile,  and  well-peopled  province,  named  Coca.  Neverthelefs,  the 
caffique  left  it  at  Soio'i  difcretic  to  take  his  people,  whom  he 
gave  him  for  guides,  either  '-  xy  he  fhould  chufe.  After  having 
interchanged  marks  of  recip' .  1  affedlion  with  this  good  caffique, 
the  general  began  his  march,  which  continued  four  days,  through 
a  road  that  grew  ftill  narrower,  and  at  Jaft  difappeared,  the  Yupa- 
han  Indian  leading  the  way.  The  fatigue  of  this  journey  was  much 
increafed,  by  having  fome  large  and  rapid  rivers  to  crofs.  Thefe 
difficulties  fo  heightened  the  general's  vexation,  that  he  threatened 
to  caft  the  young  Indian  to  the  dogs,  for  his  treachery  in  thus  deceiv- 
ing him  ;  the  army  having  been  on  the  march  for  nine  days,  and 
provifions  growing  very  ffiort,  both  for  men  and  horfes.  The  hidian 
confeffed  he  knew  not  where  he  was  j  and  this  confeffion  would 
have  coft  him  his  life,  but  that  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  Flori- 
dans  who  could  make  himfelf  underftood  by  'John  Ortiz.  The 
general  himfelf,  attended  by  a  few  foldiers,  made  an  excurfion 
in  fearch  of  a  road,  but  returned  at  night,  quite  difconcerted,  not 
having  been  able  to  difcover  the  leaft  track  of  a  way,  or  trace  of 
a  human  habitation. 

The  next  day,  a  council  was  held,  to  determine  whether  they 
{hould  return  or  proceed.  They  were  deterred  from  returning, 
when  they  confidered  that  the  country  behind  them  was  quite 
exhaufted  of  provifion,  their  own  almoft  confumed,  and  both  men 
and  horfes  fo  enfeebled,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  would 
be  able  to  reach  any  place  of  refrefliment.  Moreover,  the  India7is 
moft  probably,  taking  advantage  of  their  diforder,  might  fall  upon 
them.  The  general,  therefore,  refolved  to  fend  out  feveral  par- 
ties, in  diffijrent  diredions,  to  feek  for  feme  inhabited  fpot ;  but 
they  returned,  almoft  tired  to  death,  without  any  furcefs.  The 
next  day,  Soto  appointed  four  commanders  for  this  work,  whofe 
courage  and  fagacity  he  was  well  affured  of  Their  names  were 
Gallegos,  who  marched  up  along  the  fide  of  a  neighbouring  river  to- 
wards its  fource  ;  Danbufco^  who  followed  the  courfe  of  the  fame  ri- 
ver, downward  ;  Romo^  and  Labbilo,  who  advanced  different  ways  into 
the  country.  In  the  mean  time,  the  foldiers  were  allowed  only  half  a 
pound  of  flefh  each  day,  and  owed  even  this  to  Sstos  having  brought 
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feveral  fwine  with  him  into  Florida,  which  produced  a  great  num- 
ber of  pigs.  As  to  the  Indians  of  Patofa,  they  were  difmiffed 
when  provifions  began  to  fall  fhoTt,  though  thefe  poor  people 
{howed  an  extreme  defire  of  ferving  the  Chriftians,  and  much 
regret  at  leaving  them  in  this  diftrefs. 

Danhusco  returned  foon  after,  with  an  account  that  he  had 
difcovered  a  town,  about  twelve  leagues  off;  news  that  revived 
the  dying  fpirits  of  the  whole  army,  which  decamped  on  the  twen- 
ty-fixth  oi  ApriK  in  queft  of  this  place,  where  the  general,  with 
the  bed  mounted,  arrived  the  next  day,  leaving  the  reft  to  follow 
as  faft  as  they  could.  They  found  in  this  town,  called  by  the 
India?is  Aymay-,  a  granary  full  of  maize,  and  took  four  of  the  inha- 
bitants ;  one  of  whom,  being  compelled  by  threats  of  inftant 
death  in  cafe  of  denial,  confefTed  that  another  town  lay  at  no  very 
great  diftance,  called  Catifachiqui.  Thither  the  general  haftened, 
and  feized  three  hidians  on  the  road,  who  told  him  that  a  lady  held 
the  fovereignty  of  this  country.  Upon  which  the  general  fent  to 
offer  her  his  friendfhip,  and  (he,  in  return,  fent  her  fifter  to  bid 
him  welcome  ;  and,  foon  after,  appeared  herfelf  in  a  canoe,  which 
had  an  awning  in  the  poop,  fupported  by  a  launce,  under  which 
the  female  caffique  fat  upon  two  cufliions,  accompanied  with  a 
number  of  hidian  women,  her  attendants,  and  many  other  canoes. 
Thus  equipped,  fhe  came  to  the  bank  where  Soto  waited  to  receive 
her,  and  addreffed  him ,  in  a  handfome  fpeech.  After  which 
fhe  made  him  many  prefents;  among  the  reft,  a  pearl  necklace, 
the  beads  of  which  were  of  a  great  fize  ;  and,  during  his  ftay  in 
her  town,  fent  him  every  day  a  quantity  of  fowls. 

This  country  is  very  pleafant,  fertile,  and  watered  with  many 
rivers,  and  no  more  than  two  days  journey  from  the  fea,  as  the 
natives  declared.  There  is  not  much  thicket,  but -plenty  of  nut 
and  mulberry  trees.  The  people  are  tawney,  well  made,  and  more 
polifhed  than  any  they  had  hitherto  feen  in  Florida.  They  all  wore 
cloaths  and  drawers  in  their  manner.  The  young  Indian  fo  often 
mentioned  told  the  governor  that  they  had  now  begun  to  enter  into 
the  rich  country  he  fpoke  of;  and,  as  he  underftood  the  language, 
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Soto  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  fo  perfuaded,  and,  at  his  requefl,  per- 
mitted him  to  be  baptized,  by  the  name  oi  Pedro,  loofing  him  from 
the  chain  which  he  had  dragged  all  the  way  hither.  All  the 
troops  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  the  proper  fituation  for  them 
to  fetde,  it  being  fo  advantageous  a  port  for  all  the  (hips  from 
New  Spain,  Peru,  St.  Martha,  and  the  main,  to  carry  on  their 
traffic k  in,  as  it  lay  in  their  road  to  Old  Spain  ;  that  the  land  was 
good,  and  commerce  might  be  there  eftablifhed  with  great  profit. 
But  the  general,  who  had  nothing  lefs  in  his  head  than  the  treafure 
of  Atabilipa,  and  hoped  to  find  a  like  mafs  of  gold,  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon>  by  the  prefling  intreaties  of  all  his  people,  to  fix 
here.  He  replied,  that  the  country  v^/as  not  capable  of  fupplying 
them  with  provifion,  at  prefent,  for  one  month  ;  and,  were  it 
otherwife,  he  was  indifpenfably  obliged  to  march  to  Ochiife,  where 
he  had  appointed  Maldonado  to  wait  for  him  :  That,  at  worlT:,  they 
might  any  time  return  to  this  country,  which  they  would  then 
find  fown  for  another  crop  by  the  Indians.  In  fine,  he  had  been 
informed,  that  there  was,  at  the  diftance  of  twelve  days  journey 
from  Catifachiqui,  a  province  called  Chiaha,  v/hither  he  ref^lved  to 
march  t  And,  being  (although  he  was  willing  to  attend  to  every 
other  opinion  firft)  a  man  utterly  inflexible  and  peremptory,  when 
he  had  once  fixed  his  own,  no  one,  notwithftanding  he  was  guilty 
of  great  error  of  judgment  in  quitting  this  diftrid:,  would  venture 
to  oppofe  him. 

On  the  third  of  May,  the  Spaniards  left  Catifachiqui,  at  which 
time  a  coldnefs  arofe  on  the  part  of  the  female  caffique,  who  had 
even  a  defign  to  make  off  with  her  Indians^  without  leaving  the 
army  any  for  guides,  or  to  carry  the  baggage,  owing  to  the  mifbe- 
haviour  of  fonie  of  the  Spaniards  to  her  people.  For  the  fake  of 
preventing  this  evil,  the  governor  put  the  caffique  under  an  arreft, 
and  treated  her  in  a  manner  unworthy  of  the  kindnefs  flie  had 
teflified  before,  to  him  and  his  forces,  obliging  her  to  travel  on 
foot  with  her  attendants,  Neverthelefs,  to  ingratiate  herfelf  into 
his  favour,  fhe  ordered  her  Indians  to  carry  the  baggage,  and  her 
commands  were  every  where  obeyed  with  wonderful  alacrity.*  For 
feven  days,  they  marched  through  a  wretched  country  to  Chalague^ 
I  the 
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the  chief  of  which  diftridl  fent  two  deer-fkins  to  Soto,  by  way  of 
prefent,  at  his  arrival.  This  province  afforded  fo  little,  that  the 
army  left  it  in  a  few  days,  though  both  men  and  horfes  were  ex- 
tremely fatigued. 

The  diftance  between  Ocut^  and  Cattfachiqui  is  reckoned  to  be 
about  130  miles,  eighty  of  which  are  defert ;  and  from  the  latter 
to  Xualla,  about  250  miles  of  mountainous  country.  During  our 
march  thither,  the  female  caffique  eloped,  and  concealed  herfelf 
fo  well  in  a  wood  near  the  road,  that  the  Spa?iiarJs  could  never 
find  her.  This  was  a  matter  of  great  vexation  to  the  general, 
becaufe  he  had  a  defign  to  carry  her  to  ^axule,  where  the  terri- 
tories of  the  caffiques,  that  did  her  homage,  end.  She  had  alfo  taken 
with  her  a  calket  made  of  reeds,  containing  pearls  of  great  value. 
They  learned,  afterwards,  that  flie  was  at  Xualla,  with  an  Indian 
man  that  ran  off  with  her,  and  who  cohabited  with  her  as  a  huf- 
band  ;  and  that  both  had  refolved  not  to  return  to  the  Spaniards 
again,  but  to  go  back  to  Cattfachiqui, 

In  five  days  time,  the  army  arrived  at  ^axulla  ;  which  provincci 
like  the  reft  of  this  country,  is  but  ill  provided  with  maize  :  The 
general  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  fend  an  Indian  to  the  cafilque  of 
Chiaha,  defiring  him  to  collefl  a  quantity  of  maize  in  his  country 
for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  which  defigned  to  refresh  there  for  a 
few  days.  Two  days  after,  in  the  way  to  Cunafaqua,  Soto  found 
twenty  Indians,  each  laden  with  a  panier  of  mulberries,  which  they 
prefented  to  him.  Through  the  whole  extent  between  this  diftrid: 
and  Catifachiqiii,  great  quantities  of  mulberry,  nut,  and  plumb 
trees,  grow,  and  bear,  without  culture,  as  fine  fruit  as  thofe  which 
are  reared  with  care  in  our  gardens. 

After  five  days  march  from  this  place,  through  a  defert,  fifteen 
Indians  met  the  governor,  near  Chiaha,  with  a  large  quantity  of 
maize  from  the  caffique  j  who  acquainted  him  that  there  was  much 
more  at  his  fervice,  together  with  himfelf,  his  people,  and  country. 
The  general,  in  return,  aiTured  him  of  his  gratitude  and  affedion. 
The  Spaniards  found  here  lard,  which  the  natives  faid  was  bears- 
fat. 
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fat,  and  likewife  fome  honey,    the   fiifl;  they  had  ken  in  Flor:da  -, 
having,  before,  never  obferved  any  bees  there. 

The  town  vvasfituated  upon  the  bank,  of  a  river,  whicli,  dividing 
itfelf  into  two  branches,  formed  a  httle  ifland,  fomevvhat  more  than 
a'  mile  long,  and  two  bow-fliots  acrofs.  The  land,  on  each  fide, 
was  fown  with  rice.  The  army  incamped  round  the  town,  under 
trees,  at  a  diftance  from  each  other,  and  without  order.  This  irregu- 
larity WaS  fuffercd  by  the  general,  in  confiderationof  the  fatigue  which 
both  the  men  and  horfes  had  undergone,  for  fome  time  pall,  without 
li^ving  had  leifure  to  refredi  themfelves.  And^  indeed,  it  was  well  for 
the  Spaniards  that  thcfe  Indians  were  a  pacific  people,  they  being, 
at  piefcnt,  in  a  very  bad  condition  for  defending  themfelves  :  But, 
as  every  thing  fpoke  peace,  the  foldiers  let  their  horfes  graze,  during 
the  night,  in  the  meadows  near  the  camp,  where,  the  pafturage 
being  admirably  good,  foon  made  them  grow  very  plump. 

The  general  allowed  the  army  thirty  days,  to  repofe  themfelves 
here  ;  at  the  end  of  which,  he  was  rafl^ly  prevailed  upon  to  defire, 
of  the  caffique,  thirty  India?is,  to  carry  the  baggage.  The  calTique 
replied,  that  he  would  propofe  the  thing  to  the  principal  Indians  ; 
but,  before  he  could  return  an  anfvver,  the  inhabitants,  and  all  their 
families,  fled.  The  general  would  have  purfued  them,  had  not 
the  caflique  prefcnted  himfelf  before  him,  and,  in  a  pithetick  man- 
ner, accufed  his  people  for  their  difohedlence ;  offering  his  own 
fervice,  to  aflift  him  as  a  guide,  in  feeking  them,  and  bringing 
them  back  to  their  duty.  The  general,  upon  this,  fet  out,  at  the 
head  of  fixty  men,  horfe  and  foot,  and  was  conducted  to  an  ifland, 
formed  by  the  river  to  which  thofe  people  had  retired,  to  avoid  the 
attack  of  the  cavalry.  An  Indian  was  fent  to  tell  them,  they  might 
return,  without  danger,  to  their  habitations,  fince  nothing  was 
(iemanded  of  them,  but  fome  few  of  tijcir  number  to  carry  the 
baggage.  The  Lidiam  agreed  to  this  condition,  and  returned 
home. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfadling,  the  caflique  o^  AcoJIc  came 
to  offer  his  fervice  to  Soto,  who  enquired  of  him,  whether  he  knew 
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cf  any  rich  or  fertile  country?  He  answered,  that,  more  to  the 
North,  there  lay  the  province  of  Chijca^  where  copper  was  found, 
and  another  metal  purer  and  livelier,  which,  though  more 
beautiful  than  the  former,  was  yet  not  much  ufed,  becaufe  it  was 
fofter.  Charmed  with  this  relation,  Soto  determined  to  make  for 
Chifca:  But,  being  informed  that  mountains  interpofed,  craggy, 
and  impenetrable  to  cavalry,  he  thought  of  avoiding  the  diredl 
road,  and  to  pafs  fome  way  about,  if  poffible,  through  a  peopled 
country,  where  both  men  and  horfes  might  find  better  fubfiftence, 
and  he  more  perfedl  intelligence.  To  accomplifli  this  the  eafier,  he 
difpatched  two  Spaniards  to  Chifca,  with  an  interpreter,  and  fome 
Indians  acquainted  with  the  country,  who  were  to  meet  him  at  an 
appointed  place. 

SoTo  now  took  leave  of  the  caffique  o^Chiaha;  and^  having 
made  him  fome  prefents,  with  which  he  was  greatly  pleafed,  march- 
ed for  Acojle,  where  he  arrived  on  the  twelfth  of  July  ;  and,  ha- 
ving pitched  his  camp  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  entered 
it  himfelf  with  eight  guards.  The  caffique  received  him  with 
much  civility  ;  but,  as  they  were  converfing,  a  few  SpaniJIo  foldiers 
entered  the  town,  in  quefl:  of  maize;  and,  not  finding  any  to  their 
liking,  they  began  to  ranfack  for  it  in  the  houfes ;  Vv'hich  fo  pro- 
voked tlie  Indians,  that  they  fell  upon  the  foldiers  with  clubs,  and 
beat  them  feverely.  Soto  faw  his  danger ;  the  natives  were  en- 
raged, and  his  perfon  in  their  hands :  On  this  occafion,  therefore,  he 
deigned  to  diflfembie,  though  very  difagreeable  to  his  nature ;  and, 
fnatching  up  a  flick,  ran,  immediately,  and  affifted  the  India?2s  to 
beat  the  Spaniards ;  difpatching,  at  the  fame  inftant,  a  man  to  the 
camp,  with  orders  for  the  horfe  to  advance,  well  armed.  Then, 
taking  the  hand  of  the  catlique  very  affe£tionately,  he  drew  him, 
infenfibly,  while  converfing,  into  a  path  in  fight  of  the  army  ;  du- 
ring which,  the  horfe,  advancing  in  file,  furrounded,  and  carried 
both  him  and  his  Indians  into  the  camp  ;  where  the  general  con- 
fined them,  and  declared  they  fhould  not  regain  their  liberty,  un- 
til they  had  furniflied  the  army  with  guides,  and  thofe  Spaniards, 
whc  were  fent  to  Chifca^  fliould  have  returned  in  fafety. 

Three 
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Three  days  after,   they   returned,    with    news    that  the  Way, 
'wherein  the  Indians  condud:ed  them,  as  the  heft,  wis  fo  miferably 
rugged,    and  the  country  fo  barren,    that  no  army    could  poffibly 
march  through  it ;    and,  therefore,  feeing  it  would  be  to  no  pur- 
pofe    to  proceed,    they  had  refolvcd   to  turn    back  again.     Upon 
this  intelligence,  the  army  quitted  Acoflc^  and  marched  to  Tali,  and 
the  caflique  having  furnilhed  them  with  guides,  was  fct  at  liberty. 
They  arrived  at  the  laft  mentioned   place  on  the  ninth  of  July  ; 
the   caflique  of  which  received  them  kindly,    and   allowed   theni 
fome  Indians  to  carry  the  baggage.     For  fix  days,   they  marched 
over  the  lands  of  the  caflique  of  Cofa,  at  which  place  they  arrived 
on  the  fixteenth  of  '^uly.     This  chief,  fitting   upon    a   litter,  car- 
ried on  the  fhoulders  of  his  moft  conliderable  fubjedts,  came  oat  of 
the  town  to  meet  the  general.  His  robe  was  made  of  martins  fkins ': 
He  wore  upon  his  head  a  kind  of  diadem,    made  of  feathers ;  and, 
as   he  advanced,  feveral  Indians  fang   round  him,   playing,  at   the 
fame  time,  upon  inflruments.     He  addrefied  himfelf  very  civilly  to 
the  general,  who  thanked  him ;  and  they  entered  the  town  together 
with  great  joy.     The  caflique  complimented  the  general  and  army 
with  the  ufe  of  the  houfes  of  the  town,  and  the  granaries,  in 
which   were   plenty   of  maize,     beans,    6V.      The   country  was 
fo  well  peopled,  that  the  towns  feemed  to  be  planted  amidft  the 
corn-fields.     The  many  rivulets,    that  water  the  land,  contribute 
greatly  to  its  beauty,  making   fine  pafturage ;  and   their  banks  are 
cloathed  with  vines,  that  climb  up  to  the  tops  of  the  trees,  among 
which  plenty  are  found  that  bear  the  SpafiiJIj  plumbs,  as  well  as 
tliofe  peculiar  to  the  country. 

Hitherto  Soto  had  been  accuflomed  to  fet  a  guard  upon  the 
I?idian  princes,  and  ftill  to  carry  one  with  him,  until  he  entered 
the  territories  of  another  j  making  «fe  of  the  natives,  that  chofe  to 
follow  their  chiefs,  for  the  fervice  of  the  army,  and  difmifling  them 
all  when  he  came  to  a  different  province  :  But  the  Indians  of  Ccjh 
were  not  fo  tradable.  Unable  to  bear  the  thought  of  feeing  their 
chief  in  confinement,  they  all  fled  to  the  woods ;  and  it  was  not 
■without  fome  conflids,  and  much  feverity,  that  Sofo  humbled  them 
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fo  far  as,  at  the  interceffion  of  their  own  caffique,  to  fLibmit  to  the 
doing  of  the  Spaiiifi  drudgery. 

Soto  left  Ccfa  on  the  twentieth  oi  Auguft,  and  marched,  firH:  to 
Tallimtichq/e,  and  thence  to  Itava,  where  he  was  obliged  to  wait 
a  few  days,  for  the  decreafe  of  water  in  a  river,  which  had  over- 
flowed its  banks.  He  then  continued  his  march  to  JJlliballi,  where, 
from  the  hoftile  appearance  of  the  natives,  he  imagined  they  had 
bad  defigns.  This  was  fufficient  to  keep  him  upon  his  guard  during 
the  time  he  ftaid  in  their  town,  which  was  fituated  on  a  rivulet, 
and  pallifadoed  about.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  flream,  dwelt 
the  caffique,  who,  being  fent  for  by  Soto,  came,  without  refinance, 
and  granted  him  feveral  male  and  female  Indians  for  fervice. 

The  Spaniards  marched  hence  to  7oafi,  proceeding  at  the  rate  of 
about  five  or  fix  leagues  a-day,  when  in  a  peopled  country,  but  with 
all  expedition  pofi"ible,  when  traverfing  a  defert.  From  Toaji,  in  five 
days,  they  came  to  TalJife,  a  large  town,  with  a  well-cultivated  coun- 
try about  it.  In  this  place  Soto  difmififed  the  cafl'ique  oiCofa,  and 
took  what  Indians  he  wanted  at  Tallife.  After  repofing  here  twenty 
days,  he  fet  out,  with  the  army,  for  Tafcaluca,  where  he  encamp- 
ed in  a  wood,  near  the  refidence  of  the  caffique,  and  fent  Lewis  de 
Mofcofo  to  give  him  notice  of  his  arrival  ;  who  found  the  caffique 
in  a  balcony  before  his  houfe,  upon  cuffiions,  placed  on  a  carpet, 
and  furrounded  by  Indians,  at  a  litde  diftance  from  him  :  The  moft 
confiderable  of  whom  ftcod  neareft  to  him,  and  one  of  them  field 
an  umbrella,  made  of  deer-fkin,  over  his  head,  to  defend  him  from 
the  fun,  about  the  fize  of  a  target,  and  fo  beautifully  coloured, 
that,  at  a  diftance,  it  looked  like  taffety.  This  caffique  had  render- 
ed himfelf  very  terrible  to  his  neighbours,  and  his  dominions  ex- 
tended very  wide,  and  over  well-peopled  countries.  He  was  of  a 
great  ftature,  flrongly  built,  and  finely  proportioned.  As  foon  as 
Mofcofs  had  made  his  addrefs  to  him,  all  the  horfemen,  who  at- 
tended, made  feveral  pafi'adoes  to  and  fro,  pufliing  fometimes  al- 
moH:  to  where  the  caffique  was  fitting.  He  obferved  them  with  a 
fixed  gravity.  Meanwhile,  the  general  arrived ;  and,  feeing  the 
caffique  made  no  motion  to  meet  him,  went  up,  and  took  him  by 
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the  hand,  and  both  then  fat  down  together  upon  the  bench,  on  ths 
balcony,  where  the  caffique  addrefled  Soio  in  a  fet  fpeech,  and  of- 
fered his  fervices.  The  general  thanked  him,  and  gave  him  to  un- 
derhand, that  he  Ihould  be  under  a  neceffity  to  take  him  with  him. 

After  two  days  march  from  this  place,  the  army  came  to 
Piacbe,  a  town  (ituated  upon  a  large  river,  over  which  they  palled 
by  the  help  of  raft?,  made  of  reeds.  Soon  after,  a  Spaniard,  pur- 
fuing  an  Indian  woman,  who  had  eloped  into  a  wood,  was  killed, 
or  taken  by  the  Indians:  Upon  which,  the  general  threatened  the 
caffique  with  perpetual  lofs  of  liberty,  if  the  Spaniard  was  not  pro- 
duced." He,  alarmed  at  this,  fent  to  Maville,  a  \zrge  Indian  towa 
in  their  road,  under  pretence  of  ordering  them  to  prepare  necef- 
faries  for  the  army  ;  but,  in  reality,  the  purport  of  this  meflage  Vv'as, 
to  order  the  caffique  of  that  place,  who  was  his  vaffiil,  to  allemble 
all  the  Indians,  in  order  to  fall  unexpectedly  upon  the  Spaniard. 
Soto,  with  the  advanced  guard,  arrived  at  Maville  on  the  eighteenth 
of  OBober,  where  he  met  a  foldier,  that  he  had  fent  to  obferve  the 
motions  of  the  Indians,  who  informed  him,  that  fome  bad  defiga 
fecmei  to  be  on  foot,  becaufe  he  had  feen  a  great  number  of  the 
natives  enter  the  town  in  arras,  and  that  tliey  laboured  very  hard 
to  ftrengthen  the  pallifade  m.ade  about  it.  Soto,  however,  could  not 
be  perfuaded  to  incamp,  but  refolved  to  enter  the  town  ;  where  he 
was  received,  by  the  caffique,  with  the  found  of  inftruments.  Eight 
of  his  guards,  and  a  few  horfemen,  attended  him  on  foot.  As  fooa 
28  he  had  feated  himfelf  on  a  balcony,  the  caffique  oi Tajcaluca  en- 
deavoured to  perfuade  him  to  proceed  no  farther;  but,  perceiving 
he  was  not  likely  to  fucceed  therein,  nor  to  withdraw  himfelf  from 
confinement,  he  retired  to  a  houfe  where  many  of  the  natives  were 
affembled,  and  would  not  return,  though  the  general  fent  for  him 
feveral  times ;  but,  at  length,  fiercely  anfwered,  that  he  would  not 
quit  the  place  where  he  was,  nor  proceed  any  farther  :  That  he 
advifed  Sjo  to  go,  while  he  might,  in  peace,  and  not  prefume  to 
think  of  carrying  him  forcibly  out  of  his  dominions. 

The  general  perceived,  by  the  haughty  behaviour  of  the  Indian 
chief,  that  he  had  forces  at  hand,  and,  therefore,  refolved  to  fee 
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\\'hat  civility  would  do,  and  whether  he  could  iooth  him  into  com- 
pliance :  But  the  Indian  turned  from  him,  with  a  proud  and  con- 
temptuous air,  nor  would,  afterwards,  either  fee,  or  fpeak  to  him, 
nor  hearl^en  to  any  propofition  from  him.  In  this  ftrait,  Soto  cal- 
led to  an  Indian  of  feme  confequence,  that  happened  to  pafs  by, 
and  defired  him  to  acquaint  the  caUjque,  that  he  was  quite  at  li- 
berty to  depart,  provided  he  would  grant  him  a  guide,  and  fome 
Indiam  for  fervice  :  But,  this  man  refufing  to  take  the  meffage, 
■a  Spajiijio  officer,  ftanding  by,  feized  him  by  the  cloak,  upon  which 
a  ftruggle  enfusd,  when  the  enraged  Spaniard  laid  him  dead  upon 
•the  fpot.  This  adion  roufed  the  Indians ;  and  out  they  all  rufhed 
from  their  houfes,  fending  great  flights  of  arrows  at  the  general 
and  his  people. 

Soto  was  fenfible  how  vain  it  would  be  to  refift,  and,  therefore, 
determined  to  fly  for  it;  in  doing  v/hich,  himfelf  and  the  reft  were 
wounded,  and  five  out  of  the  number  flain.  The  Lidia?is  drove 
furioufly  on,  beating  down  with  their  arrows  all  that  flood  in  their 
way,  and  took  their  countrymen  that  carried  the  baggage,  and 
conveyed  it  into  the  town  ;  releaflng  the  Indian  prifoners,  they  arm- 
•ed  them  with  bows,  to  fight  againft  the  Spaniards,  all  whofe  equi- 
pages, together  with  many  valuable  pearls,  and  all  the  arms  which 
the  foldiers  had  left  with  the  baggage,  fell  into  their  hands. 

Soto,  in  the  moment  he  faw  himfelf  out  of  danger,  wheeled 
round,  and  charged,  at  the  head  of  fome  cavalry;  and,  having 
flain  three  of  them  at  pufli  of  pike,  drove  the  reft  behind  the 
pallifade.  It  happened  that  a  monk,  a  fecular  ecclefiaftick,  and 
a  fervant  of  Soto,  were  left  in  the  town,  and  they  barricaded  the 
door  of  the  houfe  they  were  in,  to  make  the  beft  defence  in  their 
power.  The  Lidians,  feeing  the  door  fo  well  defended,  were 
mounting  to  the  roof,  in  order  to  uncover  it,  and  to  deftroy  the 
Spaniards  within  with  arrows,  when  the  whole  army  arrived  be- 
fore Maville.  Here  they  held  a  confultation,  to  determine  whe- 
ther they  fliould  ftorm  the  town,  or  only  befiege  it,  as  the  attack 
would  prove  very  dangerous :  But,  the  former  method  being  refol- 
ved  upon,  Soto  ordered  all  the  befl:  armed  to  difmount,  and,   ha- 
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ving  formed  them  into  four  battalions,  marched  diredly  to  the 
gates  of  the  town.  The  Indians,  refolving  to  die  rather  than  turn 
their  backs,  with  much  intreaty,  prevailed  upon  the  caflique  to  re- 
tire, and  take  with  him  all  that  was  found  mofl  valuable  among  the 
baggage  of  the  Spaniards.  The  governor  being  apprized  that  In~ 
dimis  were  feen  flying  out  of  the  town,  furrounded  it  on  all  fides, 
in  order  to  fet  it  every  where  on  fire,  and  oblige  the  inhabitants  to 
fight  in  the  open  field.  The  fignal  was  then  given  to  engage,  and 
a  horrible  carnage  enfued  at  the  entrance  of  the  gates ;  for,- 
the  Indians  behaved  io  bravely,  that  they  repulfed  the  Spaniards 
feveral  times.  However,  the  monk  and  clerk,  above-mentioned, 
Vy^ere  refcued,  though  at  the  expence  of  the  lives  of  two  brave 
foldiers,  who  ran  firft  to  their  affiftance.  The  fight  laded  (o 
long,  that  the  Spaniards,  being  quite  faint  with  toil  and  thirft, 
retired  to  drink  at  a  pool,  clofe  to  the  pallifades,  where  they 
fwallowed  almoft  as  much  blood  as  water.  They  then  returned, 
and  made  fo  furious  a  charge  upon  the  Indians,  as  put  them  in  fuch 
diforder,  that  the  general,  with  his  horfe,  broke  into  the  town, 
and  the  foldiers  fet  fire  to  the  houfes.  The  mifcrable  inhabitant?, 
every  where  befet,  both  within  and  without,  urged  by  defpair,  fought 
hand  and  hand  with  thQ  Spaniards,  but  with  great  difadvantage  j 
the  latter  mowing  them  down  fo  furioufly  with  their  broad  fwords, 
that  multitudes  threw  themfelves  into  the  flames,  and  were  con- 
fumed  to  arties.  2,500  Indians  periflied,  on  this  occafion,  by  fire 
and  fword.  Of  the  Spaniards  were  loft  eighteen,  together  with 
all  the  baggage,  cloaths,  pearls,  ar»d  valuable  ornaments  of  the 
army,  all  which  were  entirely  deftroyed  in  the  fire,  being  forgotten 
in  their  ardour  to  accomplifh  this  enterprize,  though  the  fuccefs  of 
it  could  hardly  recompenfe  fuch  lofs. 

Upon  this  account,  Soto,  though  he  had  learned  that  Maldonado 
was  at  Ochiife,  (evtn  days  journey  diftant,  forbid  Ortiz  io  publifli 
the  news  in  the  army ;  having  determined,  fince  he  had  loft  the 
moft  valuable  of  his  acquifitions,  to  give  no  intelligence  concerning 
himfelf,  until  he  fliould  have  led  his  people  into  fome  rich  country, 
that  would  pay  them  for  their  difappointments. 

4,  On 
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On'  the  eighteenth  of  iWjL'.'/'.'Z'i'r,  therefore,  after  ftaying  a  month 
in  this  fertile  country  for  the  fake  of  the  wounded,  the  governor 
broke  up  his  camp,  and  marchedj  through  a  defert  region,  into  the 
province  oi Pafollaya ;  in  paffing  through  which,  they  were  ftop- 
ped  by  a  river,  lined  with  Indians  on  the  oppofite  fliore  :  How- 
ever, by  the  help  of  a  boat,  which  they  made  in  four  days  time, 
Soio  fent  over  thirty  men,  armed,  who,  notwithflanding  the  threats 
of  the  Indians,  landed  ;  which  fo  terrified  the  Savages,  that  they 
inftantly  retired  to  the  cover  of  the  reedy  marfl:ies.  The  whole 
army  then  crolTed  it,  and  found  towns,  on  the  other  fide,  flored 
with  maize,  beans,  Z^c.  From  hence,  marching  five  days  through 
a  defert,  another  river  occurred,  where  the  Indians,  once  more, 
flood  ready  to  difpute  the  paflTage  :  But  Soto,  chufing  to  avoid  an 
engagement,  fent  an  Indian  to  demand  peace  of  their  caflique.  In- 
ftead  of  granting  which,  they  flew  his  meflenger,  and  retired,  fet- 
ting  up  loud  cries.  The  pafi^age  being  thus  free,  the  army  came 
to  Chicoca  on  the  eighteenth  of  December,  where  the  governor  was 
obliged  to  winter,  the  cold  growing  too  fevere  for  the  army  to 
proceed. 

This  was  a  fine  fertile  country.  One  of  the  Indians  they  took 
here  perfuaded  the  general,  to  fend  for  the  cafiique  in  a  friendly 
manner ;  who  came,  accordingly,  and  offered  his  farvices  and  fub- 
jefts  to  Soto,  bringing  with  him  two  other  Indian  chiefs,  who  pre- 
fented  the  general  with  a  great  number  of  mantles  and  flcins.  He 
of  Cblcaca  came  frequently  to  vifit  Soto^  who  lent  him  a  horfe  for 
that  purpofe. 

This  Indian  complained  much  to  him  of  one  of  his  vaflals,  and 
begged  affiftance  to  punifh  his  revolt ;  which  was  accordingly 
granted,  to  the  number  of  thirty  horfe,  and  eighty  foot.  Thefe 
being  joined  by  two  hundred  Indians,  Soto  accompanied  the  caflique 
to  Saqiiechuma,  the  rcfidence  of  the  rebel  chief.  They  found  the 
town  deferted,  which  the  Indians  of  Clicaca  immediately  fet  fire 
to.  At  their  return  from  this  expedition,  the  general  fcaflied  the 
caiTique,  and  his  principal  attendants,  with  a  regale  of  fwine's  fiefli ; 
which  the  Indians,  who  had  never  tafted  any  pork  before,  thought 
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fo  favoury,  that  they  ufed  frequently,  afterwards,  to  kill,  and  fleal 
the  pigs,  by  night,  from  the  houfcs  where  they  were  kept,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  without  the  camp  :  till,  at  laft,  the  general  was  obli- 
ged to  put  two  of  them  to  death  that  were  taken,  in  order  to  deter 
fhe  reft.  On  the  other  hand,  fome  violence  having  been  offered 
to  the  Indians,  by  a  few  Spanijh  horfe,  near  the  fpot  where  the 
cafhque  refided,  Soto,  as  foon  as  he  heard  it,  ordered  the  foldiers 
to  be  feized,  and  condemned  two  of  them  to  death  :  Which  fen- 
tcnce  would  moft  certainly  have  been  executed,  (the  general  beino- 
inflexible,  and  the  Indians  arriving,  at  the  fame  time,  with  re- 
monftrances  againft  them  to  Soto,  upon  this  account,  from  the 
caffique)  had  not  the  addrefs  of  Ortiz,  at  the  inftigation  and 
folicitation  of  fome  noble  Spaniards,  dexteroufly  changed  the 
purport  of  the  Indians  mefllige,  by  making  it,  according  to 
his  interpretation  to  Soto,  in  the  conclufion,  defire  their  par- 
don as  a  favour.  On  the  other  fide,  Ortiz  aflured  the  Indians, 
,  that  the  offenders  were  in  cuftody,  and  that  the  general  would  pu- 
nifh  them  in  a  moft  exemplary  manner.  By  thefe  means,  they 
efcaped. 

The  governor  having  determined  to  leave  Chicaca  in  March, 
demanded  Indians,  for  fervice,  of  the  caffique,  which  the  latter 
promifed  to  propofe  to  his  people  :  But  Soto  perceiving,  after  he 
had  repeated  his  demands,  that  he  only  fought  to  elude  him,  and 
was  meditating  fomething  fatal,  ordered  Mafcofo  to  keep  a  good 
guard  all  that  night ;  which  was  yet,  unhappily,  negledled.  The 
general's  fufpicion  was  but  too  well-grounded.  The  Indians  fell 
upon  the  Spaniards,  in  the  night,  from  feveral  quarters,  with  their 
horrible  war-hoop,  and  rufhed  into  the  camp,  even  with  their 
own  centinels,  fo  that  the  town  was  half  on  fire  by  the  time  the 
noife  of  the  enemy  was  heard,  owing  to  the  cowardly  behaviour 
of  the  advanced  guard,  who  fuffered  the  hidians  to  enter  it 
without  refiftance,  where  they  waited  for  the  Spa^tiards,  as  they 
leaped  out  of  the  houfes,  unarmed,  blinded  with  the  fmoke,  and 
pierced  them  with  their  arrows.  The  diforder  and  confufion  was 
iuch,  that  a  general  panic  feized  the  whole  army,  and  prevented  them 
from  making  head  againft  the  enemy.  But  itpleafed  providence  not 
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to  fuffer  the  Indiaris  to  perceive  this  advantage  j  on  the  reverli,  thev 
imao-ined  the  hories,  which  had  broken  loofe  from  their  halters,  and 
were  running  through  the  ftreets,  to  be  fquadrons  forn-jing  to  charge 
them.  Things  being  in  this  fituation,  Soto  was  the  only  man  who 
Gould  get  on  horfeback  ;  and  pufhing,  with  one  attendant,  towards 
the  enemy,  flew,  with  his  launce,  the  firft  he  met  with  ;  but  as, 
in  this  diforder,  his  horfe  had  not  been  well  faddled,  the  force  of 
his  own  blow  threw  him  to  the  ground.  The  danger  of  the  go- 
vernor drew  many,  immediately,  to  his  affiflance,  even  of  thofe 
who  were  flying  ;  and,  the  night  continuing,  deceived  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  Itjdians,  who  ftill  miftook  the  trampling  they  heard 
for  troops  ready  to  attack  them.  This  flackened  their  fury, 
and  they  retired  from  the  town,  which  was  now  entirely  confumed,. 
and  in  it  all  that  remained  to  the  Spaniards^  from  the  burning  o£ 
Maville. 

Twelve  Spaniards  periihed  on  this  occafion,  and  fome  others 
were  much  hurt  by  the  flames  :  Fifty  horfes,  and  four  hundred 
pigs,  were  burnt.  Great  part  of  the  army  had  loft  their  clothing,. 
as  well  as  their  arms,  in  the  fire;  and  fuffered  exceedingly  from  the 
feverity  of  the  weather,  till  a  certain  foldier  invented  a  covering  for 
himfelf,  made  of  dry  grafs  woven  together;  which,  though,  at  firfr, 
it  ferved  for  matter  of  laughter,  proved  fo  ufeful,  that  they  all  were,, 
at  lafl:,  glad  to  wear  the  fame  fort  of  cloathing.  In  thi&  condition, 
had  the  Indians  repeated  their  attack  immediately,  they  mufl:  have 
entirely  defl:royed  them.  The  general  thought  proper  to  move  his 
camp  to  where  the  caffique  refided,  and  found,  in  that  place,  very 
fine  afli-trees,  of  which  the  army  made  launces,  as  good  as  thofe 
o^ Eifcay  ;  and,  by  the  force  of  induftry  and  contrivance,  the  caval- 
ry, in  eight  days  time,  was  again  made  ready  for  adlion. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  March  155 1,  before  day-break,  the  hidimn. 
returned  to  the  attack.  Providentially,  the  Spaniards  were  now 
in  a  condition  to  receive  them.  As  the  alarm  was  given  in  proper 
time,  the  governor  and  the  cavalry  were  on  their  horfes  in  an  in- 
flant,  and  charged  the  Indians  fo  furioufly,  that  they  fled  with  pre- 
eipitation,  leaving  forty  of  their  number  dead  upon  the  plain.  Some- 
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prifoners  were  taken,  whom  they  kept  for -guides,  and  marched, 
on  the  twenty-fifth  oi  April.,  for  AUniamu,  where  they  found  but 
little  maize.  The  general,  therefore,  detached  Danlmfco,  with  a 
party  of  horfe  and  foot,  to  feek  provifions,  having  a  defert  foon  to 
pafs  of  feven  days  journey.  This  partizan  found  a  ftrong  pallifade, 
where  the  Indians  waited  for  the  Spaniards  :  He  faw  them  v/alking 
there  with  their  arms,  and  their  bodies  painted  with  various  colours, 
difpofed  in  bands  and  fillets  about  them  :  Some  had  plumes,  others 
horns,  upon  their  heads ;  their  vifage  blackened,  and  their  eyes  tinged 
with  red,  to  render  them  more  hideous.  In  the  moment  the  Spa- 
niards were  obferved  by  them,  they  fent  up  the  war-hoop,  and 
ruflied  out  to  meet  them.  Da?7lmJco  ranged  his  foot  with  their 
crofs-bows  and  fhields,  before  the  horfemen,  and  thus  flood  ready 
to  receive  the  Indians,  who  advanced  to  fkirmirti  in  fmall  parties. 
The  general,  who  prefently  came  up,  refolved  to  drive  the  enemy 
from  this  port.  The  cavalry  were  ordered  to  difmount,  and  attack 
the  pallifade  in  four  divifions.  Their  fhock  was  bravely  fuftained 
by  the  Indians ;  but,  at  length,  being  very  roughly  charged,  they  re- 
tired aerofs  the  ftream,  and  defended  the  palTage,  by  pouring  over  vaft 
flights  of  arrows  upon  the  Spaniards ;  who,  not  being  able  to  find  a 
ford,  were  forced  to  retreat,  feveral  of  them  being  wounded  upon  the 
occafion,  and  fome  killed.  The  general  was  blamed  in  this  af- 
fair, for  not  having  better  confidered  the  ground,  and  fought  where 
to  ford  the  river,   before  he  had  attacked  the  enemy. 

How  much  foever  the  troops,  particularly  the  wounded,  might 
want  repofe,  fcarcity  of  provifion  obliged  the  governor  to  decamp, 
and  march  to  ^izquiz,  their  way  to  which  lay,  for  k^cn  days, 
through  deferts,  marflies,  and  woods.  The  Indians  of  this  place, 
having  no  notice  of  fuch  a  vifit,  were  all  furprized  in  their  houfes ; 
and,  among  others,  the  mother  of  the  caffique  was  taken,  of 
which  Soio  fent  advice  to  her  Ion,  promifing  to  deliver  her  up,  and 
the  reft  likewife,  if  he  would  come  to  him.  The  Indian  ■s.xiXwtxt A., 
that  he  would  not,  unlefs  they  lliould  be  delivered  up  firft.  This 
Soto,  to  humour  him,  confented  to,  in  confideration  that  the  army 
was  quite  fpent  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and  difmiifed  the  chief's 
mother  in  the  mofl;  obliging  manner.     On  the  next  day,  inftead 
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of  the  cafliqucj  feveral  Jndiam  appeared  in  arms,  which  made  the- 
Spaniards  have  immediate  recourfe  to  theirs.  Upon  this  the  former 
retreated  to  fome  diftance,  and,  after  an  hour's  deliberation, 
iix  of  the  principal  ones  came  to  the  camp,  and  told  the  ge- 
neral their  errand  was  to  view  the  people  he  had  brought :  That 
they  had  heard  from  their  anceftors  of  a  white  people,  who  were 
to  conquer  their  country,  and,  therefore,  their  chief  had  fent  them 
to  prefent  his  fervices,  and  fame  mantles  and  fkins,  to  the  general. 
After  which  they  returned,  and  the  Spaniards  heard  no  more  of 
them. 

The  general  now  advanced  to  thei^/o  le  Grand,  where  there  was 
plenty  of  maize,  a  good  ftation  for  a  camp,  and  no  want  of  wood 
for  building  boats  to  pafs  over.  Soon  after  they  had  pitched  here, 
fome  Indians  landed,  and  told  the  general,  that  they  came  to  give 
him  notice,  that  their  mafter,  a  great  caflique,  lord  of  a  large  ex^ 
tent  of  country  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  intended  to  vifit  him  : 
Which  he  did,,  in  effed:,  attended  by  200  canoes  filled  with  hidians^ 
armed  and  painted,  after  their  manner,  and  adorned  with  feathers 
of  all  colours.  That  which  carried  the  caffique  had  a  pavilion  at 
the  poop,  under  which  he  fat.  All  thefe  boats  ranged  themfelves 
near  the  bank  of  the  river,  whence  the  caffique  addreffed  Soto  in  a 
very  polite  manner,  and  fent.  him  fome  canoes,  laden  with  fifh, 
and  a  fort  of  cakes  made  of  parte  of  plumbs.  To  this  civility  Soto 
replied  with  many  thanks  ;  befeeching  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
land  :  With  which  requeft,  though  often  moft  preffingly  repeated, 
neither  he,  nor  his  people,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  comply. 
But,  from  all,  their  motions,  it  very  plainly  appeared,  that  they 
lay  upon  the  watch  to  furprizc  the  Spaniards,  had  they  found  them  at 
all  off  their  guard:  An  omiffion  they  had  paid,  too  dearly,  for  already, 
to  be  guilty  of  again.  Meanwhile,  the  boats  they  had  been  build- 
ing, to  tranfport  the.  army  over  the  river,  were  fini/hed  ;  and  the 
general  embarked,  on  board  of  them,  twelve  horfemen  of  approved 
valour,,  to  try  the  paffage  ;  who,  fetting  off  about  a  quarter  of  a 
league  above  the  camp,  becaufe  the  ftream  was  very  flrong,  rowed 
till  they  came  within  bow-fhot  of  the  oppofite  fhore,  where,  en- 
tering on  horfeback  into  the  water,  they  foon  found  a  firm  fandy 
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fhore  to  land  upon  ;  and,  as  they  faw  no  enemies,  thus  made  them- 
felves  mafters  of  the  paffkge.  The  boat  was  then  fent  back,  and 
the  general,  with  the  whole  army,  crofled  over  before  fun-fet. 
The  river  here  was  about  a  mile  and  a  half  over,  very  deep,  and 
very  rapid. 

The  army  having  crofled  this  water,  the  largeft  of  Florida, 
found  themfelves  in  the  province  of  ^ixo.  Soto  then  detached  a 
party  to  bring  the  boats  up  to  a  town,  upon  the  banks  of  the  river, 
abandoned  by  the'  natives  on  their  arrival,  where  the  army  in- 
camped  J  but,  as  the  courfe  was  not  direft,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  make  many  turns,  the  Indians,  who  well  knew  the  navigation, 
attacked  them  with  flights  of  arrows  ;  and,  being  both  fear- 
ful of  committing  themfelves  to  the  main  ftream,  and  in  danger  of 
deftrudtion,  if  they  kept  near  the  fhore,  their  diftrels  was  very 
great,  till  the  crofsbow-men  arrived,  who  were  icnt  by  the  gene- 
ral to  affift  them. 

The  army,  next  day,  marched  to  the  province  oi Pacha-,  which, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Indians,  bordered  upon  that  of  Chifca, 
where  that  metal  was  to  be  found,  which  the  governor  took  to  be 
gold.  In  their  way,  they  came  to  a  fmall  river  j  but,  as  it  had 
overflowed  the  banks,  the  troops  were  obliged  to  march  through 
the  water,  till  fun-fetting,  as  high  as  the  waift  :  At  length,  they 
arrived,  to  their  great  joy,  upon  firm  ground ;  and,  the  day  after, 
they  came  to  the  province  of  Cafqiii.  This  country  is  higher,  and' 
drier,  than  any  they  had  hitherto  found.  It  abounds  with  nut, 
mulberry,  and  plumb-trees,  which  were  as  flourifhing  as  any  in 
our  beft  cultivated  gardens :  For  the  land  produces  but  few  briars 
and  thorns.  Two  dajs  march  the  army  proceeded  into  this  pro- 
vince, before  they  came  to  the  ordinary  refidence  of  the  caffique, 
to  whom  the  general  made  overtures  of  peace  and  friendOiip ; 
which  were  anfwered,  by  the  chief,  in  terms  highly  fatisfadory. 
The  Indians  here  did  not  abandon  the  towns  through  v/hich  the 
army  paffed,  but  received  them  every  where  with  joy,  offering 
Soto,  fitli,,  and  fruits,  Gfr. 

While 


62  THE    EXPEDITIONS 

While  the  general  was  encamped  here,  the  caflique  prefented 
two  blind  men  to  him,  defiring  him,  as  he  was  the  fon  of  the  fun, 
and  fo  puiffant  a  lord,  to  cure  them.  To  this  Soto  replied,  that 
the  Mafter  whom  he  ferved,  who  dwelt  in  the  heavens  which  he 
had  formed,  who  had  created  men  and  all  things  elfe,  could  alone 
grant  them  that  favour ;  to  whom,  therefore,  he  recommended  them 
to  afk  for  whatever  they  had  need  of,  in  the  name  of  the  Chriftians 
God. 

By  this  friendly  hidian,  Soto  was  informed  that  his  way  to  Pa- 
caha  lay  over  a  lake,  which  formed  a  kind  of  gulph  in  the  Rio 
'Grande.,  or  great  river ;  adding,  that  he  would  fend  Indians  before 
him,  to  build  a  bridge  over  it  for  the  pafTage  of  the  army  j  which 
he  actually  did,  and  the  bridge  was  finifhcd  when  the  governor 
arrived  at  the  banks  of  this  lake,  the  current  through  which  was 
both  deep  and  rapid.  The  bridge  was  built  of  girders,  laid  upon 
trees  planted  upright  in  the  water,  with  flakes  upon  the  top,  for 
thofe  that  were  paffing  to  hold  by.  The  caflique  joined  them  here, 
with  his  Indiana  armed,  and  proceeded  with  Soto  to  the  confines 
of  the  province  of  Pacaha,  the  caflique  of  which  being  at  enmity 
with  that  of  Cafqiii,  the  general  fent  him  promifes  of  protedlion, 
providing  he  would  grant  him  his  friendfliip.  The  Pacahan  receiv- 
ed this  mefliage  with  difdain,  and  retired  with  his  people  into  the 
woods.  Soto  followed  them,  with  all  the  cavalry,  and  took  fome 
in  a  town  not  far  diftant.  He  delivered  thefe  prifoners  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians  of  Cafqui,  who  were  much  mortified  at  being 
prevented  from  maflacring  them. 

The  general  entered  into  the  town  of  Pacaha  on  the  nineteenth 
of  yune,  and  lodged  in  the  caifique's  houfe,  which  was  large,  pal- 
lifadoed  about,  and  fortified  with  turrets,  pierced  with  holes  for 
fliooting  through.  The  country  adjacent  was  covered  with  maize, 
and  feveral  well-fortified  towns  appeared  at  different  diftances.  The 
caflique  of  Cafqui  undertook  to  deliver  him  of  Pacaha  into  the  ge- 
neral's hands  ;  to  accomplifli  which,  he  ordered  the  canues  up  the 
river,  and  came  himfelf,  by  land,  to  the  army,  attended  by  many 
of  his  fubjedls.     After  fome  fearch,  the  hidians  in  the  canoes  dif- 
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covered  the  Pacahan  and  his  people,  in  a  little  illand ;  upon  which) 
five  or  fix  Spaniards  entered  into  a  canoe,  to  take  a  view  of  them» 
who  being  feen  by  the  Pacahans,  they  imagined  all  in  the  feveral 
canues  to  be  Spaniards  alfo  ;  which  fo  terrified  them,  that,  although 
5,000  or  6j000  in  number,  they  threw  themfelves  into  the  water 
with  fuch  precipitation,  that  many  of  them  were  drowned.  The 
Indians,  as  well  as  Spajiiards,  took  great  booty  on  this  occafion  ; 
bat  the  former,  fearing  left  the  Spaniards  fhould  make  free  with 
theirs,  loaded  their  canoes,  and  returned  to  the  cafilque  of  Cafqui, 
without  taking  leave  of  the  general.  Incenfed  at  this  ufage,  Sofo  de- 
termined to  join  the  cafiique  o^ Pacaka;  and,  for  this  end,  immedi- 
ately made  overtures  to  him  of  friendlLip  and  proteftion,  defiring, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  fee  him.  V/hich  requeft,  after  fome  hefita- 
tion,  he  complied  with,  came,  attended  by  many  of  his  fubjedts, 
and  devoted  himfelf  and  people  to  the  general's  fervice  :  In' return  for 
which,  all  the  Pacahon  prifoners  of  note,  who  had  been  taken,  were 
fet  at  liberty.  On  the  day  following,  a  meflcnger  arrived  at  the 
camp  from  the  caffique  of  Cafqui,  imploring  pardon,  in  the  moft 
fubmiflive  manner,  for  the  rafh  ftep  his  people  had  taken,  which 
Soio  granted,  only  upon  condition  that  the  Cajquian  chief  fliould 
come  immediately  to  him.  When  this  was  done,  the  governor  was 
defirous  to  terminate  differences  between  tiie  two  caiiiques,  and,  for 
that  end,  made  them  both  eat  together  at  his  table,  which  had  the 
deiired  effeft. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions,  thirty  horfemen  had  been  ftnt  ofi-"  to- 
wards Caliica,  to  find,  that  way,  a  road  ioChifca  ;  but  they  returned, 
after  feven  days  march  through  a  dekrt,  without  having  had  any 
fuccefs,  and  almoft  dead  with  fatigue  and  hunger.  Soto,  perceivint^ 
the  country  to  the  north  to  be  {o  poor  and  barren,  was  ciirefted  by 
the  Indians  to  a  great  province,  lying  fouthward  of  diem,  called  . 
^igatc,   and  abounding  with  all  kind  of  provifions. 

After  a  repofe  of  forty  days,  throughout  which  the  two  caf- 
fiques  vied  with  each  other  in  kindnefs  to  the  general,  trhe  army 
began  its  march  back  again  through  Cafqui,  to  jugate,  where  it 
arrived  on  the  fourth  of  Aiiguji.     This  was  the  largeft  town  the 
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Spaniards  had  feen  in  all  Florida  ;  but  Soto,  having  reafon  to  fuf- 
pedl  the  Indians,  who  had  quitted  it,  burnt  tiiat  part  of  it 
which  was  not  occupied  by  his  people,  fearing  it  might  otherwife 
prove  a  cover  for  the  enemy.  The  caffique  had  fled  to  the  woods, 
whence  he  was  taken,  but  not  without  great  difficulty,  and  in- 
formed the  genera!,  that,  to  the  North -eaft,  the  province  of  Coli- 
goa  was  fituated,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Soto,  and  all  the 
army,  took  it  for  granted  that  they  {hould  find,  beyond  thefe 
mountains,  the  wealthy  country  they  expedled,  and  refolved,  there- 
fore, to  march  to  Coligoa.  So,  leaving  the  chief  of  the  laft  pro- 
vince in  his  town,  they  took  an  Indian  for  their  condudlor,  who 
led  them  through  woods  for  fcven  days:  The  worfl  circumftance 
in  which  was  the  marlhinefs  of  the  foil,  where  they  were  fome- 
tinies  obliged  to  fleep  in  the  water,  Thefe  marfhes  were  fo  full  of 
fifli,  that  the  foldiers  could  take  as  many  as  they  pleafed  with 
their  hands. 

The  people  of  Coligoa  had  no  advice  of  the  army's  approach, 
and  fo  great  was  their  furprize,  that  they  threw  themfelves  into  a 
ftream  which  ran  by  their  habitation;  but  the  Spaniards,  befetting 
them  on  every  fide,  took  a  great  number  of  them,  both  men 
and  women.  From  ^ligate  to  the  town  of  Coligoa  the  diftance  is 
about  forty  leagues,  and  the  latter  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a 
mountain.  The  land  around  it  is  rich,  and  produces  fo  much 
maize,  that  the  inhabitants  ufually  throw  the  old  away,  to  make 
flowage-room  for  the  corn  of  the  new  year.  Cucumbers  grow 
here  larger  and  better  than  thofe  of  Spain,  which,  being  ftewed, 
have  the  flavour  of  chcfnuts. 

The  caffique  of  this  place  granted  the  army  a  guide,  and  they 
marched  thence,  in  five  days,  to  Palifema,  where  they  found  the  caf- 
fique's  houfe  lined  with  deer-fkins,  fo  well  coloured  that  they  might 
have  been  taken  for  fine  tapefliry.  The  country  here  being  very 
rude,  and  the  dwellings  far  divided,  the  army  made  only  a  ffiort 
flay  in  this  place,  and  marched  to  Tafalicoya,  the  caflique  of  which 
Soto  took  to  {how  him  the  way  to  Cayas ;  where,  when  he  arriv- 
ed, finding  the  country  thinly  peopled,  and  the  habitations  feat- 
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tered,  contrary  to  what  had  been  aflerted,  thinking  hlmfelf  impo- 
fed  upon,  Soio  grew  fo  angry  with  the  caflique,  as  to  threaten  him 
very  feverely  j  but  all  the  Indians  conftantiy  affirmed,  that  they 
were  now  in  the  province  of  Cayas,  and  that  it  was  a  fruitful  and 
good  country.  The  army  proceeded  to  the  chief  town,  called 
'Tanico,  and  encamped  upon  the  banks  of  a  river.  They  found  a 
number  of  mantles,  made  of  flcins,  left  for  them,  though  the  inha- 
bitants were  gone,  which  is  a  {landing  token,  in  this  country,  thafc 
there  is  no  enmity  fubfifting. 

The  army  remained  a  whole  month  in  the  province  of  Cayas, 
during  which  time  the  horfes  grew  fo  fat,  that  they  had  never  been 
in  fo  good  a  condition,  throughout  the  whole  expedition,  as  now, 
owing  to  the  fuperior  quality  of  the  maize  and  ftraw,  and  ftill 
more  to  the  water  of  a  neighbouring  lake,  which  was  of  fuch 
excellent  goodnefs,  that  thefe  animals  were  never  fatisfied  with 
drinking  it.  Hitherto  the  army  had  been  deftitute  of  fait,  but  here 
they  found  plenty  of  it,  which  thefe  Indians  barter  with  their  neigh- 
bours for  mantles  and  fkins.  They  make  it  into  loaves  along  the 
river,  where  large  quantities  are  left  by  the  waters,  after  overflow- 
ing. They  put  it,  fand  and  all,  into  pans  wide  at  top  and  narrow 
at  bottom  ;  upon  thefe  pans  they  caft  water,  which  falls  into  a  vef- 
fel  placed  underneath ;  this  they  then  boil,  and  when  the  water  is 
evaporated,  the  fait  appears  at  the  bottom  of  the  pot. 

It  was  fome  time  before  any  of  the  natives  would  venture  near 
enough  to  give  the  Spaniards  any  opportunity  of  converfing  with 
them ;  but,  as  foon  as  that  offered,  Soio  enquired  concerning  their 
caffique,  and  was  anfwered  by  the  Indians,  that  their  chief  defired 
to  remain  at  peace  with  him,  but  did  not  dare  to  truft  himfelf  in 
his  prefence.  Soto  gave  them  repeated  affu ranees  that  he  might, 
with  the  utmoil  fafety,  and  fent  a  guide  and  interpreter  to  condudl 
him  ;  who  not  returning  in  three  days,  the  general  went  thither 
himfelf,  and  feized  the  chief  and  feveral  of  his  people.  The  ufual 
queftions  were  afked,  whether  they  knew  any  good  country,  or 
any  great  chief  befides  ?  To  which  they  replied,  that,  about  a  day 
and  a  half's  journey  towards  the  fouth,  lay  the  province  oCTulla, 
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to  which  the  caffique  promifed  to  grant  the  Spaniards  a  guide  ;; 
but,  as  the  people  of  that  region  fpoke  a  different  language,  and 
had  been  conftantly  at  enmity  with  thefe  oi  Cayas,  which  had  pre- 
vented all  communication,  an  interpreter  was  not  to  be  procured. 

The  general,  upon  this,  fet  out  himfelf,  with  a  party  of  horfe 
and  foot,  to  fee  if  it  was  pradlicable  for  the  army  to  march  through 
Tiilla^  but  he  hardly  left  the  camp,  before  the  natives  arofe,  and 
attacked  him  upon  the  way  in  fmall  parties,  wounding  feveral  of 
the  Spaniards^  and  leaving  fome  of  their  own  people  dead  upon  the 
fpot,  Soto^  fearing  the  confequences  of  proceeding,  retired  back  to 
the  camp,  where  he  arrived  on  the  morrow,  and  marched  thence, 
with  the  whole  army,  for  Tidla\  but  could  not  find,  among  all  the 
captives,  any  one  that  underftood  the  language  of  that  place.  After 
fome  days  march  into  the  country,  the  natives  fet  upon  the  army 
with  bows  and  poles,  in  the  form  of  pikes,  but  were  very  roughly 
handled  by  the  Spaniards,  whofe  general  cut  off  the  right  hands 
and  nofes  of  fix  Indians,  and  fent  them  away  to  inform  the  caffique 
of  T^idla,  that,  unlefs  he  fliould  fubmit  himfelf  and  people  to  the 
Spanijlo  forces,  their  general  was  refolved  to  treat  them  all  in  the 
fame  manner.  This  brought  on  the  wi(hed-for  confequences,  and 
foon  after  fome  of  the  natives  arrived,  who  teftified,  by  their  be- 
haviour, the  utmoft  marks  of  affedion  and  obedience  ;  but,  what: 
rejoiced  the  governor  moft,  was,  that  a  pcrfon,  capable  of  ading 
as  interpreter,  was  found  among  thofe  who  brought  in  the  pre- 
fents  of  cow-hides,  ^c.  without  which  affiftance  it  would  have  been 
very  difficult  to  proceed  farther  into  Florida.  The  general,  there- 
fore, very  carefully  guarded  this  valuable  Indian,  fending  the  others 
back  with  full  affiirances  of  pardon  to  the  caffique,  defiring  alfo  an 
interview  with  him  ;  to  which  the  latter  complied,  and,  follow- 
ed by  twenty-four  Indians,  entered  the  camp  all  in  tears,  to  de- 
monrtrate  their  forrow  for  what  had  pafled  ;  which  is  a  cultom 
always  ufed  in  this  country  on  occafions  of  fhowing  their  grief  for 
a  fault.  They  brought  with  them  many  cow-fkins,  which  were  of 
great  fervice  in  fo  cold  a  region,  becaufe  they  are  covered  with  a 
wool  as  fine  as  that  of  fheep.  The  caffique  of  Tulla  addreffied 
himfelf  to  Soto,  both  to  apologize  for  his  condud,    and  offer  his 

own 
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Pwn  and  people's  fervices  to  him.  It  is  not  improper  here,  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  all  thefe  princes,  and  their  envoys,  expreiled  thcmfelves, 
in  their  feveral  languages,  with  as  much  elegance  and  precifion,  as 
the  moft  celebrated  orator  among  Europeans  could  do. 

Soto,  informing  himfelf  concerning  the  qualities  of  the  coun- 
tries adjacent  to  Tidla,  found  that,  fouth-eartward,  there  was  a 
province  named  Auiiamque,  about  eighty  leagues  dillant  from 
Tidluy  full  of  large  towns,  and  very  fruitful  in  maize ;  and,  as 
the  approaching  feafon  would  prevent  him  from  marching  during 
three  months  at  leaft,  and  provifions  would  be  with  more  difficulty 
amaffed,  where  the  towns  were  fo  thinly  difperfcd  ;  the  Indians 
likewife  defcribing  a  great  lake  at  Autiamque,  which,  from 
the  manner  of  their  difcourfing  about  it,  he  guefled  to  be  an  arm 
of  the  fea,  by  means  of  which  he  not  only  hoped  to  fend  intelli- 
gence of  himfelf  to  Cuba,  but  alfo  to  draw  from  thence  a  recruit 
of  frefli  men,  to  fupply  the  places  of  what  he  had  loll,  which 
already  amounted  to  250  of  his  troops  j  he,  therefore,  determined 
to  make  Autiatnque  his  winter-quarters,  and  to  feek  fome  fea- 
port  in  thefpring. 

He,  therefore,  difmilTed  the  caffiques  of  Cayas  and  Tulla,  and 
began  his  march  towards  Autiamque,  which  lay  over  very  rough 
mountains.  In  paffing  them,  he  was  informed  of  another  pro- 
vince, called  Giiahate,  abounding  with  maize,  and  very  populous. 
Neverthelefs,  as  Autiamque  was  nearer,  Soto  continued  his  rout,  till 
he  came  to  the  town  of  Anouxi,  and,  from  thence  to  Catamava. 
The  next  day  the  army  arrived  at  Autiamque,  in  which  town  they 
found  a  great  quantity  of  maize,  fruit,  ^c.  The  general  pitched 
his  camp  at  a  diftance  from  the  houfes,  the  better  to  avoid  fire, 
and  fortified  it  with  a  wooden  palifade.  Some  Indians  waited  upon 
the  general  wilh  prefents  from  the  caflique,  who  never  appeared, 
but  only  defired  to  know  how  long  the  army  intended  to  remain 
in  his  country;  to  which  Soto  made  no  anfwer,  knowing  he  /l:iould 
Jialt  there  a  confiderable  time. 
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The  caffique  oi  Atitiamque,  anxious  to  clear  his  dominions  of  thefe 
guefts,  employed  fome  fpies  to  lurk  about  the  camp  at  night,  one 
of  whom  was  killed  by  a  centinel,  clofe  to  the  pallifade.  The 
general,  roufed  at  this,  determined  to  keep  his  people  alert,  and 
frequently  made  falfe  alarms,  in  order  to  put  them  upon  their 
guard,  always  punifhing  thofe  who  were  not  found  upon  fuch  oc- 
cafions  at  their  ftations.  Provifions  they  had  in  great  plenty,  and^ 
among  other  food,  abundance  of  rabbits,  which  the  Indians  taught 
them  to  catch.  They  took  them  in  the  green  corn,  efpecially  in 
frofty  weather,  or  after  a  fall  of  fnow.  Some  of  thefe  animals  were 
as  large  as  the  biggeft  hares,  thicker,  and  broader  backed. 

The  army  left  Aiitiamque  on  the  fixth  of  March  1542,  and  the 
general  refolved  to  go  to  Nilco,  becaufe  it  was  faid  Co  be  fituated 
upon  the  banks  of  a  large  river,  his  defign  being  to  march  along 
that  to  the  fea-fhore,  and  there  wait  for  fuccours.  For  now  he 
had  no  more  than  300  men  able  to  bear  arms,  and  about  forty 
horfes,  feveral  of  which  were  lame.  His  difippointment  and  afflic- 
tion were  greatly  inhanced  by  the  death  of  John  Ortiz,  who  died 
at  Aiitiamqii'e,  leaving  none  to  fucceed  him  as  interpreter,  except 
the  young  Indian  of  Catifachiqui,  before  mentioned,  who  now 
underflood  a  little  Spanijh,  but  ftill  fo  imperfedlly,  that  much  time 
was  loft  in  laborious  explanation  ;  and,  frequently,  vexatious  and 
miferable  miftakes  arofe  from  mifinterpretation. 

The  way,  after  they  had  quitted  Autiamqtie,  was  exceffively 
broken,  marfhy  and  dangerous,  fo  that,  in  many  places,  the  army 
pafled  by  fwimming.  At  length,  it  arrived  at  Tiitclpina,  a  town 
deferted  by  its  inhabitants,  and  deftitute  of  provifions.  A  lake  lay 
before  it,  in  pafQng  which  the  general  loft  one  of  his  officers,  the 
waters  being  both  very  deep,  and  running  impetuoufly  into  a  neigh- 
bouring river  ;  hence,  after  three  days  march,  they  arrived  at  'Tianlo, 
the  firft  town  in  the  province  of  Nilco.  The  general  detached  a 
party  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  carrying  off  the  provifions  from 
their  dwellings.  Before  the  army  came  to  the  habitation  of  the 
caffique,  they  paffed  through  four  large  towns,  and,  on  the  fifteenth 
o£  March,  without  any  moleftation,  Sofo,  with  all  his  forces,  march- 
ed 
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ed  into  the  town  o£  Nilco.  Of  all  the  parts  of  Florida  they  had 
yet  feen,  Palache  and  Cofa  excepted,  this  country  appeared  to  be 
the  moft  fertile  and  befl  peopled.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  an  In- 
dimi,  attended  by  fome  more  of  the  natives,  came  to  vifit  the  gene- 
ral, and  made  him  fcveral  prefents  in  the  name  of  the  caffique, 
which  Soto  recompenfed  with  fome  trifles,  that  he  knew  thefe 
people  wer^  fond  of.  Hitherto  the  Spaniards  had  made  little  ac- 
quaintance with  the  natives,  but  their  granaries,  where  they  laid 
up  the  corn,  were  conflantly  robbed  in  the  night,  by  a  gang  of 
them,  who  carried  their  booty  acrofs  the  river :  To  prevent  this 
evil,  Soto  fet  a  guard  near  a  lake,  from  which  the  Indians  ufed  to 
come,  and  was  informed  by  two  of  them,  who  were  taken  by  thefe 
means,  that  the  Indian  we  mentioned  above  as  viliting  Soto,  was  a 
fpy,  fent  to  examine  his  flrength,  and  to  know  whether  he  intend- 
ed to  proceed  farther,  or  fettle  in  this  country.  The  general 
hereupon  ordered  a  detachment  to  pafs  the  river,  but,  the  moment 
the  Indians  perceived  it,  they  fled  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  very 
few  of  them  could  be  overtaken, 

The  river  that  runs  by  Nilco  is  the  fame  thit  waters  Cayas  and 
Autiamqiie;  it  empties  itfelf  into  a  larger  ftream,  that  flows  near 
Pacaha  and  Aqiiixo.  Their  junction  is  made  near  Guachova,  the 
caflique  of  which  diftrid:  was  now  at  war  with  him  of  Nilco,  and 
came  up  the  river  to  offer  his  fervices  to  Soto,  by  whom  he  was  re- 
ceived with  much  honour  and  diftinftion.  He  made  the  general 
many  prefents  of  mantles  and  fkins,  and  addrefled  him  in  very  fub- 
milTive  and  handfome  terms.  Soto  feafted  him  and  his  attendants, 
after  which  he  enquired  concerning  the  circumflances  of  the  coun- 
try, in  proceeding  dov/n  the  river.  The  caffique  replied,  he  knew 
of  no  other  town  than  his  own,  but  that,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
water,  there  was  a  province  governed  by  a  chief,  called  ^igaltan. 
Soon  after  Soto  refolved  to  vifit  Guachcya,  to  know  how  near  it  lay 
to  the  fea,  and  whether  there  was  any  convenient  place  to  refide  in 
whilft  he  confirudted  two  brigantines,  in  order  to  fend  for  fuccours 
from  Cuba. 

When. 
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When  the  Indiam  oiGuachoya  faw  the  Spaniards  on  the  march, 
as  they  were  navigating  the  river  in  their  canoes,  they  fpread 
fo  ftrong  a  rumour  through  the  country,  that  Soto  v^as  coming 
to  attack,  them,  as  made  the  caffique,  during  the  night,  fly  with 
all  his  fubjefts,  and  whatever  they  could  carry  with  them  over  to 
the  oppofite  bank  of  the  great  river.  The  army  arrived  at  Guachoya 
on  the  feventeenth  of  April.  The  great  river  is  called,  at  this  place, 
lamalifeu ;  at  Nilco,  Tapatu  >  at  Coja^  Mico  j  and,  at  its  falling  in- 
to the  fea,  Ki. 

As  foon  as  the  Spaitiards  arrived  at  Gtiachoya,  an  Indian  came,  at- 
tended by  feveral  others,  laden  with  prefents  for  the  general  from 
their  caflique,  who,  prefently  after,  arrived  himfelf,  and  made  a 
very  handfome  harangue  to  Soto,  excufing,  in  the  beft  manner  he 
could,  his  precipitate  retreat,  and  offering  to  ferve  him  with  all  his 
power.  The  general  thanked  him  in  the  moft  grateful  terms,  and 
defired  to  know  whether  he  could  give  him  information  in  any  par- 
ticulars relating  to  the  fea-coaft.  The  Indian  anfwered,  that  the 
moft  potent  lord  in  all  thofe  quarters  refided  about  three  days  jour- 
ney down  on  the  oppofite  fliore,  whofe  dominion  was  called  ^li- 
^alion.  Upon  this  intelligence,  Soto  difpatched  Danhufco,  with 
eight  horfemen,  to  proceed  down  the  river,  and  inform  himfelf 
whether  the  fea  was  near.  After  marching  eight  days,  the  party 
returned,  having  been  able  to  make  but  little  progrefs,  becaufe 
the  river,  in  its  courfe,  took  great  windings,  and  the  country  was 
fo  encumbered  with  woods  and  marflies,  as  to  be  almoft  impene- 
trable. This  difheartening  news  affedied  the  general  fo  deeply,  as 
to  throw  him  into  a  fever ;  which  did  not,  however,  prevent  him 
from  fending  to  the  caffique  of  ^uigaltan,  to  require  his  fubmiffion, 
and  the  pleafure  of  feeing  him,  which,  he  acquainted  this  chief, 
was  a  homage  hitherto  paid  him  by  all  the  cafliques,  whofe  domi- 
nions he  had  yet  paffed  through.  To  this  meffage  ^ligaltan 
replied,  that  it  was  not  his  cuftom  to  vifit  any,  but  that  all  his  neigh- 
bours vifited,  ferved,  and  paid  him  tribute,  either  willingly  or  by 
force  :  That,  \i Soto  had  any  thing  to  offer,  he  was  welcome  to  come 
to  him  as  a  friend  ;  butj  if  he  fliould  chufe  to  adt  as  an  enemy,  he 
8  waited 
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waited  for  him  in  his  town,   whence  he  would  never  ftir  an  inch, 
either  for  him  or  any  one  elfe. 

Although  Soto  was  fuffering  under  the  violent  attack  of  a  fever, 
when  the  Lidian  brought  this  anfwer,  he  ftill  felt  more  from  a  fcnfe 
of  his  prefent  inability  tochaftife  this  haughty  cafTique,  who  not  only 
defpifed  his  fummons,  but,  as  was  reported,  intended  to  attack  the 
Spaniards :  Apprehending  this  circunjftance  to  be  no  vague  intelli- 
gence, the  general  redoubled  his  guards,  and  kept  a  good  watch.  Tlie 
horfe  patrolled  nightly  round  the  camp,  and  the  crofsbow-men  guard- 
ed the  river  in  canoes,  to  prevent  any  furprize  on  that  fide.  Soto,  to 
render  himfelf  ftill  more  dreadful  to  the  Indians,  detached  a  party 
to  Nilco,  whether,  as  he  was  told  by  the  natives  o'i  Guachoyn,  the 
inhabitants  were  returned  ;  the  cafTique  of  the  latter  alfo  fent  feve- 
ral  canoes  upon  the  fame  expedition,  laden  with  armed  Indians. 
This  party,  which  confifted  both  of  horfe  and  foot,  advanced  to 
the  town  with  fuch  rapidity,  as  to  furprize  the  inhabitants,  in  num- 
ber about  5000  fouls,  before  they  could  efcape,  who,  preffing  in 
crowds  out  of  their  houfes,  there  was  hardly  one  horfeman  that 
did  not  fee  himfelf  furrounded  by  many  Indians.  As  the  SpaniJIi 
commander  had  ordered  his  people  to  give  no  quarter  to  the  men, 
a  horrible  carnage  enfued,  wherein  more  than  a  hundred  of  the  In- 
dians fell,  befides  numbers  which  were  wounded,  by  the  Spaniards, 
fome  of  whom  carried  their  cruelty  fo  far,  as  to  murder  the  inno- 
cent women  and  children.  The  Indians  of  Giiachoya  halted 
peaceably  at  a  diftance  from  the  town,  while  this  inhuman  fcene 
was  tranfadling,  to  fee  the  event ;  but,  as  foon  as  they  perceived 
the  Indiatis  were  broken,  and  the  Spaniards  chacing  them,  they 
ran  to  pillage  the  houfes ;  and,  having  loaded  their  canoes  with 
the  booty,  returned,  before  the  Spaniards,  to  Giiachoya,  where  they 
related  all  that  had  happened,  with  dread  and  aflonifliment,  to  their 
caflique. 

Meanwhile,  the  general  perceiving  his  diflblution  near,  af- 
fembled  the  officers  and  the  bulk  of  the  foldiery,  to  whom  he  made 
a  very  moving  addrefs,  acknowledging  the  great  goodnefs  oi  pro- 
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vidence,  in  granting  him  a  full  poffeffion  of  his  faculties  to  the 
laft,  thanking  all  the  commanders  and  foldiers  for  their  faithful 
fervices,  fidelity,  and  the  affedion  that  they  had,  upon  every  occa- 
fion,  teftified  for  his  perfon,  and  recommending  to  them  the  choice 
of  feme  leader,  to  command  them  in  his  ffead,  as  the  laft  requeft 
he  fliould  ever  make,  and  which  would,  in  fome  meafure,  allevi- 
ate the  uneafinefs  he  felt  at  being  obliged  to  leave  them  in  a  bar- 
barous and  unknown  country.  When  he  had  fpoken  thus,  all  that 
were  prefent  broke  into  moft  pathetic  demonftrations  of  forrow, 
and  earneftly  requefted  himfelf  to  chufe  a  fucceflbr  for  them. 
This  he  readily  complied  with,  and  named  Lewis  Mafcofo  d'Aha- 
rado,  who  being  univerfally  approved  of,  they  all  fwore  fidelity  to 
him  immediately. 

On  the  morrow,  the  twenty-firll:  oi  May,  the  brave,  the  virtuous, 
and  magnanimous  Captain  Don  Ferdinand  de  Soto,  governor  o^  Cuba, 
and  general  of  Florida,  yielded  up  his  foul  to  God.  His  death  the 
Spaniards  endeavoured  to  conceal  from  the  hidians,  who  entertained 
fo  high  an  opinion  of  his  abilities,  that  they  looked  upon  him  to 
be  immortal ;  and,  left  a  convidtion  to  the  contrary  might  encou- 
rage them  to  revolt,  the  body  was  buried  by  night,  juft  within  one 
of  the  town-gates ;  but  the  Indians,  who  had  conceived  fome  fuf- 
picions  of  his  death,  were  obferved  to  eye  the  earth,  that  had  been 
newly  removed  there,  with  much  curiofity ;  for  which  reafon,  the 
Spaniards  removed  the  body,  on  the  night  following,  and,  wrap- 
ping it  up  with  a  great  deal  of  fand,  carried  it  into  the  middle  of 
the  river,  and  burried  it  there. 

During  thefe  events,  the  caffique  oi  Giiachoya  frequently  en- 
quired concerning  Soto,  whom  he  called  his  Lord  and  Brother  j 
and  Mafcofo  having  aflured  him  that  he  was  only  gone  a  journey- 
to  heaven,  which  he  often  had  done,  and  that,  intending  to  make 
fome  ftay,  he  had  appointed  himfelf  to  adl  in  his  room,  the  Caf- 
fique no  longer  doubted  of  his  death,  but  fent  two  handfome  young 
Indians,  who  he  defired  might  be  flain,  to  accompany  him  during 
his  journey,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  this  country.  Mafcofo  de- 
fired  the  caffique  to  fend  for  the  young  men  again,  for  the  gover- 
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nor  was  not  dead,  but  gone  to  heaven,  and  had  chofcn  from  among 
his  own  people  fome  to  attend  him,  and  befought  the  caffique  to 
forego  fo  cruel  a  cuftom.  He  then  delivered  up  the  Lidians,  char- 
ging them  to  return,  which  one  of  them  refufed  to  do,  declaring 
he  would  never  leave  Mofcofoy  who  had  faved  his  life,  but  live  and 
die  with  him. 

After  thefe  tranfacflions,  Mofcofo  called  a  council,  to  confuk 
which  way  the  army  fl:iould  now  diredt  its  courfe,  whether  over 
land,  weflwarJ,  towards  the  Spanip  fettlements,  or  whether  they  . 
fliould  endeavour  to  reach  the  fea,  and  from  thence  fail  over  to 
Cuba.  This  latter  determination  being  rejeded,  from  an  appre- 
henfion  of  their  inability  to  conftrudl  a  veflel  capable  of  endur- 
ing the  violence  of  fuch  a  voyage,  and  for  want  of  a  pilot, 
charts,  and  compafles,  &c.  the  common  refolution  was  fixed  to 
march  away  by  land  ;  and  therefore  the  general,  having  received 
a  guide  from  the  caffique,  to  lead  them  to  Chaguate,  quitted  Gua~ 
ihoya  on  the  fifth  of  'June,  and  arrived  at  the  former  place,  on  the 
twentieth,  after  marching  fix  days  through  a  defert. 

The  caffique  of  this  province  had  vifited  Soto  while  at  Autiani' 
que,  and  made  him  feveral  prefents  ;  neverthelefs,  the  Spaniards 
miffed  one  of  their  people,  who  had  fallen  fick,  jufi:  at  entering 
into  his  town  ;  upon  which  iWi/! 0/0  acquainted  the  caffique,  that  he 
expefted  to  receive  the  Spaniard  from  his  hands  again  ;  and,  unlefs 
he  lliould,  declared  he  would  never  leave  him,  or  his  people,  till 
he  had  deftroyed  both,  and  carried  fire  throughout  his  country. 
The  caffique  immediately  appeared,  bringing  the  fick  man  with 
him,  and  made  the  general  many  prefents,  afluring  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  of  his  fidelity  and  integrity,  and  that  his  defign  had  been 
to  cure  the  fick  man  and  bring  him  again  as  foon  as  he  ffiould  have 
been  recovered.  Mofcofo  received  his  apology  with  great  good-nature, 
alledging  that  he  had  fufpeded  him  of  having  behaved  in  the  fame 
manner  that  feveral  other  caffiques  had  done  before  him,  but  that  the 
teftimony  he  had  given  of  his  affeilion  and  fidelity,  obliged  him  to 
love  him  as  his  brother. 
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The  caffique  accompanied  Mofcofo  to  the  town,  difcant  about  a 
day's  journey,  in  their  way  to  which  they  palled  by  a  falt-manufa:- 
tory,  where  the  Spamanls  provided  themfelves  with  fome  of  that  ufe- 
ful  commodity.  They  remained  here  fix  days,  during  which  the 
general  informed  himfelf  concerning  the  country  weftward,  and 
learned  that,  at  three  days  march  from  Cbngiiei^,  he  fliould  find  the 
province  oi  Agiiacay. 

Here  the  army  arrived  on  the  fourth  of  Jidy,  and  found  the 
town  abandoned ;  neverthelefs,  the  cafiique  fent  feveral  of  his 
people  to  Mofcofo,  with  prefents  of  mantles,  fiiins,  Gff.  In  this 
place,  the  Indians  alfa  make  fait,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  do 
at  Cay  as. 

The  Spaniards  left  Agnamy  on  the  fame  day,  and,  four  days 
after,  were  in  the  province  of  Maye,  and  encamped,  on  the  twen- 
tieth, in  a  very  pleafant  wood  between  that  place  and  Nagitata, 
Soon  after  their  arrival  here,  fome  Indian  fpies  were  obferved  ho- 
vering about  the  camp,  two  of  them  were  taken,  and  the  refl: 
llain.  By  this  accident,  the  Spaniards  got  intelligence  that  the  caf- 
fiq-ue  of  Nagnata,  m  league  with  other  chiefs,  intended  to  attack, 
the  Sf'aniards  that  day  ;  and,  indeed,  while  theie  Indians  were  un- 
der examination,  the  enemy  appeared  in  two  bodies,  and,  perceiv- 
ing themfelves  to  be  difcovered,  charged  the  Spaniards  mod:  furi- 
oufly;  but  the  latter,  fuflaining  the  fhock  vlgoroufly,  they  fled  with 
precipitation,  and  were  purfued  by  the  cavalry.  While  thefe  things 
were  in  agitation,  a  great  cry  was  heard  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  the 
camp,  towards  which  Mofcofo  detached  twelve  horfemen  to  knov/- 
the  caufe,  who  found  there  fix  Spaiiiards  furrounded  by  a  great 
number  of  hidians,  to  which  fuperiority,  wiihout  afiiffance,  the. 
former  muft  have  fallen  a  facrificc,  though  they  fought  like  lions : 
However,  this  reinforcement  turned  the  fcale  fo  much,  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  Indians  were  flain,  and  one  of  them  taken, 
whom  Mofcofo.,  after  cutting  off"  his  right  arm  and  nofe,  fent,. 
in  that  condition,  to  the  cafl^ue  ci  Ncgnata,  to  give  him  notice, 
that,  on  the  morrow,  he  would  enter  his  country,  and  lay  it  wafte 
with  fire  and  fword ;  and  that,  if  the  caflique  fhould  be  defirous  of 
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preventing  it,  he  muft  meet  him  at  his  entrance.  The  army  marched 
next  day  towards  the  townfliip  oi Naguata,  the  houfcs  of  which  were 
jeparated  from  each  other.  The  refidence  of  the  caffique  was  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  a  river,  where  the  hiJia?is  ftood  ready  to  op- 
pofe  the  Spaniards  in  paffing  over  ;  which,  however,  the  latter  ac- 
complidied,  in  fpite  of  all  obftacles,  and  entered  into  a  country 
well  furniflied  with  provifions,  and  all  the  neceflaries  of  life.  MoJ- 
cofo  had  not  been  here  long,  before  the  calTique  of  Naguata  fent 
a  party  of  Indians  to  obferve  the  behaviour  of  the  general  and  his 
people,  and  to  acquaint  the  former,  that  he  intended  to  vifit  him, 
which  he  did  prefently  afterwards,  attended  by  a  large  body  of  the 
natives,  all  in  tears,  according  to  the  faf]:iion  oiTulIa,  which 
is  not  far  diftant :  He  made  a  profound  reverence  to  the  general, 
and  demanded  pardon  for  his  offence,  throwing  all  the  blame  upon 
the  bad  councils  of  one  cf  his  brothers,  who  fell  in  the  battle  : 
He  enlarged  much  in  the  praife  oi Mofcofo  and  the  Spaniards,  whom 
he  profelfed  to  regard  as  a  people  iomething  more  than  human, 
and  concluded  with  offers  of  fervice  and  obedience.  When  he  had 
finifhed,  the  general  received  him  into  his  favour,  and  promifed 
to  confider  him  as  his  friend,  provided  his  behaviour  fliould  corre- 
fpond  with  his  words. 

The  army  foon  after  decamped,  but  was  obliged  to  turn  back, 
upon  account  of  the  fwelling  of  the  river,  which  appeared  the  more 
extraordinary  becaufe  no  rain  had  fallen  ;  but,  as  it  frequently  hap- 
pened, and  always  at  the  increafe  of  the  moon,  it  fl:iould  feem  to 
be  owing  to  the  tide,  though  the  htdians  had  no  knowledge  of 
any  fea  •,  n;,vert'helefs,  they  found  means  to  pafs  it  eight  days  after, 
and,  in  three  days,  arrived  at  a  village  belonging  to  the  callique  of 
MiJJobone,  a  barren  and  ill-peopled  province  ;  thence  they  wander- 
ed through  a  wild  dillrid:,  called  hacanc,  and,  foon  after,  arrived 
at  the  province  of  Mcridacao,  the  callique  of  Vi/hich  prefented  the 
general  with  a  quantity  ol  fifli,  Ke  was  received  very  kindly;  ;;nd, 
as  fjon  as  the  army  had  provided  themfelves  with  fubfiftence,  they 
received  a  guide,  and  marched  tov/ards  Soacatino.  In  journeyinp- 
thither,  they  palled  through  the  province  of  ^^y^,  the  fierce  inha-  - 
biLants  of  which  harrafild  tlie  Spaniards  continu.iUy,  during  th.eir 
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march  to  Guafco,  where  they  arrived,  after  having  AifFered  Incredible 
hardlliips  and  fatigues  ;  and,  finding  maize  fufficient  for  their  ufe 
here,  they  loaded  their  horfes,  and  marched  to  Nagifcofa. 

In  fine,  having  travelled  long  to  no  purpofe,  through  miferable- 
deferts,  frequently  bewildered,  and  quite  at  a  lofs  which  way  to 
proceed,  perpetually  engaged  in  perils  and  alarms,  and  uncertain 
ftill  whether  famine  would  not  be  their  deftruftion  at  laft,  the 
general  called  a  council,  wherein  it  was  determined  to  return  to. 
Nilco,  and  there  build  veffels  to  carry  the  troops  down  the  river, 
and  fo  to  fome  of  the  Spanip  fettkments  by  fea.  This  reiblu- 
tion  was  far  from  giving  content  to  all  j  many  there  were  among 
the  Spaniards,  that  would  rather  have  taken  the  higheft  probabi- 
lity of  perifliing  in  Florida,  through  want,  than  have  returned 
thence  poor  and  difappointed  j  neverthelefs,  thefe,  not  having  num- 
ber or  force  to  oppofe,  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  general  de- 
termination. 

The  troops  had  already  marched  150  leagues  to  the  weft  of  the 
great  river,  and  now  they  repented  of  having  laid  warte  the  coun- 
try through  which  they  were  to  return  ;  but  the  inconveniency  was- 
lefs  than  the  expedtation  of  it,  for  they  found  the  town  o{  Naguatay 
which  had  been  burnt,  now  rebuilt  by  the  AV/i^w^,  and  the  houfes 
well  ftored  with  maize,  the  country  being  both  fertile,  and  well 
peopled.  They  make  here  earthen  diflies,  not  much  unlike  thofe 
of  Ejire??ios  and  Montemor.  The  Spaniards  left  Nagnata,  and 
came  to  Chaguete,  and  at  length  arrived  at  Nilco ;  but  found  fo 
little  maize  there,  that  they  v.'ere  entirely  thrown  into  a  dejedtion, 
nearly  bordering  upon  defpair,  feeing  no  means  of  fublifLing  du- 
ring the  time  requifite  for  building  the  veffels  to  carry  them  out  of 
Florida ;  not  owing  to  fferility  of  fci]»  but  to  the  neglcdl  of  the 
Indians,  who  had  been  too  much  frightened  to  employ  themfelves 
in  tillage,  while  the  troops  rcfided  at  Gitachoya  :  For  the  province 
is  extremely  fertile,  which  made  the  Spaniards  coiifident  of  finding, 
fubfiftence  here.  The  foldiers  now  began  to  curfe  the  refolution,, 
to  pufh  on  their  difcoveries  no  farther  weftward,  and  to  look  upon 
the  defign  of  putting  to  fea  as  abfurd  and  chimerical  to  the  laft  ds- 
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^ee,  they  being  totally  unprovided  with  every  neceflary  preparation 
for  fliipping.  The  unfortunate  Narvaez  was  frequently  recalled  to 
their  minds,  who  was  loft  upon  this  coaft  ;  but  the  heaviefl:  of  all 
their  misfortunes  was  the  want  of  food,  without  which  it  was 
impoflible  for  the  men  to  labour. 

They  had  now  no  refource  left,  but  to  recommend  themfelves 
to  divine  providence  in  prayer,  for  his  immediate  affiftance,  and  he 
heard  them,  fending  the  Indians  of  Nilco,  with  great  fubmiffion, 
to  inform  them  that  there  were,  at  the  diftance  of  two  days  jour- 
ney from  them,  upon  the  banks  of  the  great  river,  towns  oF  which 
the  Spaniards  had  no  knowledge.  The  country  was  called  Minoya, 
and  very  fertile.  Mofcofo,  upon  this,  difpatched  a  captain  with  a 
party  of  horfe  and  foot,  attended  by  the  Indians  of  Nilco,  who 
were  at  war  with  the  people  of  thefe  towns,  one  of  which  they 
inftantly  feized,  and  entrenched  themfelves  in  it,  having  found  a 
great  quantity  of  maize  there.  Great  was  the  joy  in  the  camp  at 
hearing  thefe  tidings,  and  all  the  troops  fet  forward  immediatelv 
though  the  weather  was  very  bad,  being  rainy,  attended  with  a 
cold  north  wind,  and  the  ways  very  full  of  water,  yet  they  fur- 
mounted  all  difficulties,  and  lodged  themfelves  in  the  beft  of  the- 
towns,  at  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  great  river.  Hither  thev 
brought  all  the  maize  from  the  other  towns,  amounting  to  fix  thou- 
fand  bufliels.  The  place  alio  afforded  wood,  better  for  the  build- 
ing of  veffels  than  any  thing  they  had  yet  feen  in  Flcrida, 

The  general  row  fet  every  perfon  that  could  be  ufeful  to 
Vj-ork :  He  coUeded  all  the  iron  that  could  be  gotten,  even  ther 
chains  from  the  prifoners,  and  wood  was  immediately  felled  for 
timber.  Providentially  there  was  found  among  their  number  lome 
one  artificer  qualified  to  ferve  for  every  ufe.  In  fine,  after  great 
fatigue  and  perfeverance^  feven  brigantines  were  finifhed  in  the 
month  Q^  June  ;  but  a  difficulty  very  hard  to  be  overcome  yet  re- 
mained, and  that  was  to  fet  them  afloat ;  for  the  Indians  had  de- 
clared, that  the  great  river  rofe  only  once  a  year,  at  the  time  where 
the  fnows  were  melting,  which  had  already  happened,  and 
no  rain,  had  falleafor  a  long  .{pace  :   However^  it  pleafed  Gcd  thac- 
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the  river  fwelled  fuddenly,  upon  the  increafs  of  the  moon,  snd 
came,  as  it  were,  to  fetch  the  brigantines  away ;  fo  that  they  were 
floated  into  the  bed  of  the  river  with  great  eafe.  A  thing  which, 
but  for  this  event,  would  have  been  effed:ed  not  without  great 
labour,  and  the  hazard  of  draining  them,  and  opening  their  feams, 
in  hauling  them  down  to  the  water.  And  thus,  on  the  fecond  day 
oi  July  in  the  year  154.3,  the  Sj)a;2!anis  were  all  embarked,  and 
departed  from  Mhioya.  Mofcofo  appointed  a  captain  to  each  bri- 
gantine,  and  made  them  fwear  to  obey  him  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  did  when  afhore.  This  being  done,  they  proceeded  to  Giia- 
choya.  Leaving  this  place,  they  found  the  current  very  strong,  and 
advanced  at  a  great  rate  by  the  help  of  their  oars,  till  they  came 
to  ^igaltam.  Mofcofo  fent,  from  time  to  time,  parties  afliore, 
and  found  great  quantities  of  maize  in  the  houfes,  which  were 
afterwards  embarked  on  board  of  the  vefTels.  While  they  were 
paffing  through  this  province,  frequent  attacks  were  made  upon 
them  by  the  Indiam,  in  one  of  which  the  Spaniards  loft  about 
twenty-five  men,  with  their  commander  fohn  Gafma?z,  who  was 
detached  with  this  party  in  canoes  to  attack  the  enemy  j  by  whofe 
canoes,  much  larger,  and  more  numerous  than  his,  he  was  foon 
furrounded,  when  the  Indians  throwing  themfelves  in  multitudes 
into  the  water,  and  laying  hold  upon  the  Spaniards  canoes,  over- 
turned them  all  in  an  inftant.  Thefe  brave  men  all  perifhed,  being 
carried  to  the  bottom   by  the  weight  of  their  armour. 

This  fuccefs  fo  encouraged  the  Indians,  that  they  omitted  no 
opportunity  of  annoying  the  velfels  daring  the  whole  time  of  their 
falling  down  the  river,  fometimes  making  a  fliev/  as  if  they  intend- 
ed to  board  them,  and  conftandy  kept  up  a  continual  difcharge  of 
their  arrows  from  the  banks  cf  the  river.  The  Spa?iiards  ioft  a 
confiderable  number  of  men  upon  this  occafion  :  They,  at  laft, 
lined  the  gunnels  and  quarter-decks  with  a  breaft-vvork  made  of 
double  matts,  fo  thick  as  to  prevent  the  arrows  from  penetrating. 

When  they  had  arrived  at  about  half  a  league's  diilance  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  the  general  landed  his  men,  in  order  to 
refrelb  them,    as  they  had  been  greatly  fatigued  by  rowing.     Here 
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they  Haid  two  days  only,  as  the  Indians  ftill  continued  to  alarm 
them.  The  eighteenth  of  July  they  put  to  fea,  with  a  favourable 
wind,  and  after  a  pafTage  of  fifty-two  days,  arrived  at  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Pajiico,  on  the  continent  of  Mexico,  on  the  tenth  of 
September  1543,  having  undergone  various  fatigues,  dangers,  and 
difficuhies,  as  well  by  lea  as  by  land,  and  loft  above  one  half  o£ 
their  number  in  this  unfortunate  expedition^- 


'Expedition  of  John  Ribault,  a  Frenchman. 

''  \  ""H  E  expedition  of  ^oto  into  Florida,  having  been  followed  \>y 
-^  fuch  a  train  of  melancholy  and  fruidefs  events,  the  Spa?iiards 
no  longer  turned  their  views  toward  thefe  coafts.  It  did  not,  how- 
ever, deter  xhz  French;  for,  in  the  year  1562,  John  Ribault  fail- 
ed from  France,  with  two  men  of  war  well  manned  and  vidualed, 
having  on  board  a  large  body  of  land-forces ;  and,  after  two  months 
fail,  made  the  fl:iore  of  North  America,  in  the  latitude  of  thirty- 
degrees  north.  The  coaft  was  low  and  flat,  being  cloathed  all'* 
over  with  very  lofty  trees.  No  harbour  appearing,  they  Aeered 
northward,  keeping  the  land  in  fight,  until  they  came  to  a  beau- 
tiful river,  which  they  called  May  River,  that  being  the  month  it 
was  difcovered  in.  They  entered  its  mouth,  which  was  deep 
and  capacious  :  The  country  was  fine,  and  the  inhabitants  received 
them  kindly.  Silk-worms  were  obferved  upon  the  mulberry-trees, 
which  grew  here  in  great  numbers. 

Leaving  this  river,  and  firetching  farther  to  the  north,  they 
knded  at  various  places ;  the  inhabitants  of  which,  at  firfl,  appre- 
henfive  of  mifchief  from  the  fudden  arrival  of  ftrangers,  fled  into 
the  woods,  but  were  foon  io  much  reconciled,  as  very  v/illingly  to 
eonverfe  with  the  French,  and  make  them  preftnts  of  fkins,  and 
bafkets  (very  ingenioufly  woven  out  of  palm-leaves),  and  alio  a  few 
pearls.  Ribault,  being  defirous  to  form  a  fettlement  upon  this 
fpot,^  founded  his  people  concerning  it ;  and  finding  fix  and  twenty 
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of  them  contented  to  winter  here,  raifed  haftily  a  Toiall  fortification 
for  them,  which  extended  fixteen  poles  in  length,  and  thirteen  in 
breadth,  calling  it  Carolin ;  and,  appointing  Albert,  his  lieutenant, 
governor  of  the  colony,  to  whom  having  given  proper  inftruftions, 
he  fet  fail,  and  arrived  at  Dieppe  in  France,  on  the  twentieth  of 
July  in  the  fame  year. 

Albert  applied  himfeif  to  obtain  information  cf  the  ftate  of 
the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  vifited  their  various  little  princes, 
endeavouring  to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  them  j  which  he  effedled 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  very  readily  fupplied  him  and  his  people 
with  provifion,  and  often  made  them  prefents  of  pearls,  cryftal, 
and  filver,   in  large  quantities. 

These  advantages  could  not,  however,  prevent  the  fate  of  y^/- 
ierf,  who  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  licentious  humour  of  his  people, 
irritated  by  the  fevere  refl:ri<5lions  and  difcipline  he  laid  them  under, 
which  yet  were  the  befl:  means  to  preferve  their  fafety  among  the 
natives.  But  the  colony  were  foon  convinced,  after  he  was  taken 
off,  that  they  fliould  be  able  to  fubfift  no  longer,  efpecially  as  the 
fupplies  expected  by  them  from  France  did  not  arrive:  Upon  this 
they  refolved  to  depart ;  and,  having  laid  in  what  provifion  they 
could  coUedl,  fet  fail  for  France :  But,  meeting  with  a  calm  for 
twenty  days  together,  this  unforefeen  accident  reduced  them  to  the 
horrid  diftrefs,  for  w^nt  of  food,  of  killing  one  of  their  companions, 
to  fuftain  life  by  eating  his  flefli,  when  luckily  they  met  with 
an  EngliJJj  (hip,  which  fet  them  afhore  upon  the  coart  of  EnglanJy 
v/hence  they  were  conducted  to  the  court  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and, 
moft  probably,  their  narrative  firft:  made  her  turn  her  thoughts  to- 
wards Florida,  7 
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Expedition  of  Rene  Landoniere,   a  Frenchman. 

FRANCE,  during  this  period»  had  been  too  much  encumbered 
with  inteftine  broils  to  think  of  fending  fupplies  to  CaroIi?ie  i 
but,  thofe  being  now  allayed,  Rene  Laridoniere,  who  had  made  this 
voyage  before  with  Ribault,  was  fent  thither  in  April  1564,  with 
three  fliips,  and  arrived  in  the  river  May  on  the  July  following, 
at  the  fame  place  which  the  French  had  left,  and  built  there  a  little 
town,  and  fortified  it  with  a  rampart  of  earth,  and  called  it  alfo 
Caroline.  Both  he  and  his  people  were  kindly  treated  by  the  inha- 
bitanls  of  the  country;  and,  by  their  afliftance,  he  penetrated  into 
the  more  interior  and  remote  parts.  Still,  as  he  moved,  he  made 
frienddiips  and  treaties  with  the  various  chief-,  among  whom  he 
had  the  art  of  fowing  an  emulation  of  gaining  his  gcod-will.  He 
refifted  the  endeavours  of  thofe  caffiques  who  were  defiro^  s  of  ob- 
taining his  afliftance  againft  fuch  as  they  were  at  variance  with,  and 
made  it  his  ftudy  to  reconcile  all  differences  between  the  petty  prin-* 
ces  adjacent ;  that,  by  their  help,  he  might  be  enabled  to  crufli  all  op- 
ponents in  thofe  inland  parts  oi  Florida,  about  the  Apalachian  moun- 
tains, where  he  had  good  reafon  to  believe  mines  of  filver  and 
copper  were  to  be  found. 

WhiLe  thefe  confiderations  took  up  his  attention,  his  people 
began  to  be  in  want  of  provifion ;  and,  by  a  failure  of  the  Indians 
in  not  bringing  fupplies  as  ufual,  were  reduced  to  fuch  extremity, 
that,  to  avoid  perifhing  by  hunger,  they  had  refolved  to  return  to 
France,  and  were  preparing  two  barks  for  that  purpofe,  the  fhips 
that  brought  them  hither  having  failed  back  again  fome  time  before, 
when  they  were  fortunately  relieved,  by  the  purchafe  of  a  fhip 
laden  with  provifions,  from  one  Ma'wkinSi  an  Englijloman,  that 
happened  to  arrive  upon  this  coaft. 
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During  thefe  tranfadions,  L,andomere  had  been  accufed  of  va- 
rious mifdemeanours,  contrived  by  fome  enemies  among  thole  who 
had  been  lent  back  to  conducfl  the  Ihips  to  Fra?icc,  in  order  to  ruin 
his  reputation  at  the  Fre?ich  court,  which  were  fo  fuccefsful,  that 
Johfi  Ribault  was  difpatched  with  a  commiffion  to  divert  him  of 
his  government,  and  fend  him  to  France.  Ribault  arrived  in 
Florida  on  the  twenty-eight  oi  Augiift  1565,  jull  as  Landoniere  had 
prepared  every  thing  for  departure.  As  foon  as  the  news  of  the 
arrival  of  Ribault  was  rumoured  among  the  Indians,  their  feveral 
caffiques  came  to  vifit  him,  made  him  prefents,  and  promifed  to 
conduct  him  to  the  Apalachiaii  mountains,  out  of  which  a  certain 
redilh  metal  was  digged,  which  they  called  Sieroa  Pira,  and  be- 
lieved to  be  gold. 

While  thefe  things  were  in  agitation,  fix  large  SpaniJJj  vefiels 
entered  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  came  to  an  anchor  there.  Ri- 
bault who  had  come  higher  up  the  ftream,  and  had  only  three 
fmall  fhips  with  him,  feeing  himfelf  unable  to  cope  with  the 
Spaniards,  flipped  his  cables,  fearing  what  the  purport  of  their 
intentions  might  be,  and  put  to  fea,  whither  he  was  clofely  pur- 
fued  by  the  Spaniards  ;  but,  outfailing  them,  the  latter  put  about, 
and  entered  the  mouth  of  another  river,  about  eight  leagues  from 
that  of  Mny,  where  they  landed  their  men,  and  began  to  fortify. 
Ribaidt,  whole  fhips  were  now  returned  to  the  port,  called  a  con- 
lultation  of  his  officers,  and  refolved  to  attack  the  Spaniards  before 
they  fhould  have  built  a  fortrefs,  as  it  were,  unifler  their  nofes;  and, 
for  this  purpofe,  embarked  the  beft  of  Lcindoniere'?,  foldiers,  leaving 
him  in  the  fort  of  Caroline,  with  eighty  fouls,  men,  women,  and 
children,  moft  of  them  fick 

Ribault  put  to  fea  on  the  tenth  of  September,  where  he  was 
overtaken,  about  fifty  leagues  from  the  fbrtref?,  with  fo  dreadful 
a  tempefi,  that,  unable  to  withfland  the  fury  of  the  wind,  the  fliips 
were  all  dafhed  to  pieces  among  the  rocks ;  and  though  Ribault, 
together  with  his  people,  efcaped  the  rage  of  the  fea,  they  could 
not  efcape  that  of  the  Spaniards,  who  inhumanly  flew  them  all, 
contrary  to  the  faith  of  nations,  after  they  had  furrendered,  mafla- 
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cring  more  than  600  in  number  :  And,  bent  upon  entirely  rooting 
out  the  name  of  France  in  Florida,  having  paffed  woods,  lakes, 
and  rivers,  with  incredible  celerity,  were  at  the  fort  on  'the  nine- 
teenth oiOBober  before  fun-rife,  although  in  the  rainy  feafon,  and 
attacked  the  French  fo  unexpededly,  that  they  furprized  them  in 
their  beds,  and,  after  a  little  oppofition  from  the  guard,  broke  over 
the  rampart  into  the  parade,  when  a  promifcuous  flaughter  of  old 
and  young,  women  and  children,  fick  and  well,  eiifued.  Lan- 
d'y?ziere,  with  great  difficulty,  being  not  yet  recovered  from  a  fit  of 
ficknefs,  efcaped  with  a  few  of  his  people,  through  the  marflies, 
to  the  fliips  that  Ribault  had  left,  and,  at  length,  retui-ned  inte 
France.     The  reft  were  all  flaughtered. 


Expedition  of  Dominiqite  de  Gourgues. 

TH  I  S  tenible  deftrudion  of  his  countrymen,  in  Florida,  though 
paffed  over  without  refentment  by  the  French  king,  either  be- 
caufe  of  the  diffentions  which,  at  that  timef  diftrafted  the  court 
of  France,  or  from  his  hatred  to  the  Proteftants,  of  whom  the 
greater  part  of  this  armament  had  confined  j  roufed,  neverthclefs, 
the  refolution  of  Dominique  de  Gourgues,  a  native  ofGafcony,  to  re- 
venge it;  who  equipped,  at  his  own  expence,  three  fhips  of  a  mo- 
derate fize  :  And,  having  embarked  two  hundred  foldiers  and  eighty 
feamen  on  board  of  them,  failed  from  France  on  the  twenty -fecond 
of  Augiijl  I  S^7  i  3nd,  paffmg  through  the  ftreights  of  Baha7na,  ar- 
rived at  the  mouth  of  the  river  May. 

The  Spa?iiards,  miftaking  them  for  their  own  people,  faluted 
them  with  a  difcharge  of  artillery,  which  Gourgues,  defirous  to 
confirm  them  in  their  error,  returned  again,  and,  failing  on  for 
about  fifteen  leagues,  landed  his  people  at  the  river  TacatacourUy 
where  he  was  joyfully  received  by  the  natives,  having  fignified  to 
them  that  he  was  come  from  the  French  king,  to  bring  friendship 
and  protedion  to  them,   and  to  revenge  all  the  injuries  they  had 
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received  from  the  Spaniards.  Upon  this,  mutual  pledges  of  faith 
and  alliance  were  exchanged,  and  the  Indian  forces  combined  with 
the  French  in  keeping  thefe  tranfadtions  a  profound  fecret  from  the 

Spaniards. 

Beside  the  fort  called  Caroline,  now  repaired  by  the  latter,  they 
had  built  two  more  lower  down  the  river,  on  the  oppofite  banks, 
which  they  had  mounted  with  the  cannon  taken  from  the  French, 
and  had  garrifoned  the  whole  with  four  hundred  chofen  men. 

Thf.  forces  of  the  French,  in  conjundlion  with  the  Indians,  be- 
ing affembled,  Gourgues  propofed  to  attack  the  Spaniards  by  fur- 
prize,  before  day-break,  but  the  badnefs  of  the  ways  made  it  im- 
poffible  to  come  in  fight  of  the  forts  before  the  fun  had  rifen,  of 
which,  when  Gourgues  was  apprized,  he  led  his  forces  about  through 
the  woods  by  a  more  commodious,  though  a  longer  way;  and, 
paffing  the  river,  marched  up  to  the  Spanijlo  fort,  which  was  fitu- 
ated  on  the  right-hand  bank. 

After  the  firing  of  a  few  cannons  from  the  rampart,  the  In- 
dians tumultuoufly  ruflied  upon  it,  and  Gourgues  immediately 
following,  the  place  was  taken  ;  and,  with  no  lefs  rapidity,  the 
Savages,  by  fvvimming,  and  he  in  a  boat,  with  eighty  mufqueteers, 
landed  on  the  oppofite  ihore,  alfo  took  that  fort  by  ftorm,  and  pillaged 
it.  The  flying  garrifon  was  intercepted  by  the  natives,  who  lay 
waiting  in  an  adjoining  wood.  One^iundred  and  twenty  Spaniards 
were  flain  on  this  occafion,  and  thirty  referved  for  punilhment. 

Caroline  fortrefs  yet  remained  to  be  taken,  in  which  was 
the  governor  himfelf,  and  a  garrifon  of  three  hundred  men,  who 
hoped  to  fuftain  a  fiege  until  fuccours  (hould  be  fent  to  them  ;  but, 
Gourgues  having  learned  from  the  prifoners,  that  the  Spaniards 
imagined  his  forces  amounted  to  2,000  men,  thought  no  time  ought 
to  be  given  them  for  finding  out  their  miftake  ;  therefore,  having 
prepared  eight  fkiffs,  and  making  ufe  of  a  Spanijl:)  captive  oftiicer 
for  his  guide,  he  came  by  morning  in  fight  of  the  fort.  Here, 
after   planting  Indians  in  ambufh  among  the  woods  interfperfed 
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on  every  fide,  that  no  outlet  might  be  left  to  the  flying,  he  de- 
terniined  to  make  his  attack  upon  the  lowed  part  of  the  rampart, 
where  the  ditch  was  (halloweft,  the  commanding  officer  of  which 
part  detached  thence  fixty  of  his  people,  to  inform  themfelves  of 
the  ftate  of  the  French;  but,  being  intercepted  by  the  Indians, 
Gourgices  flew  every  one  of  them  to  a  man. 

The  SpaniJJi  governor,  affrighted  at  this  cataftrophe,  endeavour- 
ed to  retreat  into  the  neighbouring  woods  with  his  people,  where 
they  were  almoll  entirely  intercepted.  Thus,  the  forts,  ammu- 
nition, and  baggage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  who  hung 
the  captives  upon  the  nearefl:  trees,  with  this  obfervation,  that  they 
were  not  punhhed  becaufe  they  were  Spaniards,  but  as  traitors  and: 
murderers ;  retaliating  the  SpajiiJJj  governor's  obfervation,  when  he" 
butchered  the  French  on  the  fame  fpot,  that  he  did  not  defl:roy 
them  for  being  Frenchmen,  but  becaufe  they  were  Lutherans. 

After  thofe  tranfadiions,  Gourgiies  perceiving  his  forces  not: 
fufliciently  numerous  to  maintain  thefe  forts,  perfuaded  the  natives 
to  demolitli  them,  and  returned  to  France,  with  the  cannon  and. 
the  reft  of  the  fpoils. 


Sir  Francis  Drake's  Expedition  to  Florida.. 

IN  the  year  1585,  fome  private  adventurers  in  England  fitted  out 
a  fleet  of  twenty  tail  of  (hips  and  pinnaces,  having  in  the  whole 
on  board  to  the  number  of  2,300  failors  and  landmen,  the  com- 
mand of  which  was  conferred  on  Sir  Francis  Drake,  as  admiral 
in  chief,  having  under  him  Martin  ForhiJJier,  as  vice-admiral^ 
Francis  Knolles  as  rear-admiral,  and  lieutenant-general  Chrijicpher 
Carli/e,  as  commairder  of  the  land-forces.  This  fleet  failed  in  the 
month  of  September,  with  orders  to  cruize  againft  the  Spaniards,^ 
and  make  defcents  on  their  colonies  in  the  Weji-lndies,     In  their- 
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way  thither,  -he  touched  at  St.  Jago,  one  of  the  Cape  de  Verd^ 
iflandsj  and,  having  facked  and  burnt  the  chief  town,  called  Praie, 
proceeded  for  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  where  he  obliged  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Sl  Domi?igo  to  pay,  by  way  of  ranfom,  25,000  ducats, 
to  preferve  their  town  from  being  burned. 

From  hence  he  fteered  his  courfe  for  the  harbour  of  Carthagena ; 
the  attack  of  which  being  refolved  on,  they  made  themfelves  ma- 
fters  of  it,  after  a  bloody  and  obftinate  defence.     Some  part  of  this 
town  was  deftroyed,  but,  at  laft,  a  ranfom  of  1 10,000  ducats  was 
paid   to  preferve  the   remainder.     From  this  place,  he  fieered  for 
Cape  Florida,  which,   when  he  had  doubled,   he  coafted  all  along, 
not  touching  any  where,  till,  on  the  twenty-eight  dsiy  of  May  1586, 
being   in  the  latitude  of  30°  nearly,  in  the   morning  early,    they 
perceived   a   flrudure,  which  feemed  to  be  eredted  as  a  beacon,  or 
look-out.   The  admiral  judging  thereby  that  fome  Spajiijlo  fettlement 
muft  be  near  at  hand,  determined  to  land  and  endeavour  to  find  it 
out,  as  he  and  every  one  in  the  fleet  were  entirely  unacquainted  in 
thefe  parts.     Accordingly,  Handing  in  for  the  fliore,  he  ordered  the 
pinnaces  to  be  immediately  manned,  and  he  in  perfon,  at  the  head 
of  the  land-forces,  marching  up  about  a  mile   along  the   fide   of 
a  river,  perceived,  on  the  other  iide  thereof,  a  fort,  as  alfo  a  town, 
about  three  miles   higher   up,  built   of  wood.     Had  a  fufficient 
number  of  feamen  been  on  fliore  to  make  entrenchments,  the  ge- 
neral would  that  night  have  paffed  over  the  river,  and  inverted  the 
fort,  till  cannon  was   landed   to   ere£t  a  battery.     However,    the 
lieutenant-general,  in    a    row-fkifF,  went   to    reconnoitre   it  j    and, 
though  he  ufed  all  precaution  to  prevent  his  being  difcovtred,  yet 
the  Spaniards  took  the  alarm,  and,  after  difcharging  fome  pieces 
precipitately   abandoned  the  place,   imagining  the  Engli/Jj  were   ap- 
proaching to  attack  them  with  their  whole  force.     However,   he 
returned  without  knowing   that  the  fort  had  been  deferted,   till   a 
French  fifer,   who  had   been  detained  there  as  a  prifciner,  coming 
over  in  a  little  boat,  and  playing  the  Prince  of  Orange's  march,  in- 
formed the  guard  thereof,  at  the  fame  time  offering  his  fervice  to 
condud:  them  over. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  intelligence,  Sir  Francis  Drake  crofled  the  river  with 
his  men,  and  found  the  account  he  had  received  was  true,  as  there 
was  not  one  man  found  in  the  fort,  thoigh  two  or  three  ftragglers, 
who  had  ventured  to  return,  fired  a  few  randum  (hot  at  them  on 
their  pafl'age.  This  fort  was  made  entirely  of  wood,  and  only 
furrounded  by  a  wall,  or  pale,  formed  of  the  bodies  or  trunks  of 
large  trees  fet  upright  in  the  earth ;  for  it  was  not  at  that  time  en- 
clofed  by  a  ditch,  as  it  had  been  but  lately  begun  by  the  Spaniards. 
The  platforms  were  made  of  the  bodies  of  large  pine-trees  (of 
which  there  are  plenty  here),  laid  horizontally  acrols  each  other, 
with  earth  rammed  in  to  fill  up  the  vacancies.  This  fort  was 
called  St.  John,  and  in  it  was  left  fourteen  pieces  of  brafs  ordnance, 
together  with  a  cheft  of  filver,  containing  about  2,000  /.  Sterling,, 
defigned  for  the  payment  of  the  garrifon,  which  confifted  of  150  men. 

The  next  day  he  marched  towards  the  town,  but  the  road  thither 
being  very  bad,  and  the  communication  intercepted  by  fome  un- 
fordable  rivers,  he  was  obliged  to  return,  and  reimbark  his  men  on 
board  the  pinnaces,  and  fo  proceed  up  the  main  river,  which,  as 
well  as  the  town,  he  afterwards  found  was  called  St.  Augujiine. 
On  their  approaching  in  order  to  land,  the  Spaniards  appeared, 
and  made  a  fhew  of  oppofing  them,  but,  on  the  firft  volley  of 
fmall  arms  they  retreated,  and  fled  into  the  country,  leaving  the 
paffage  to  the  town  free,  which  he  found  was  entirely  deferted. 
He  was  here  informed,  that,  about  twelve  leagues  to  the  North- 
ward oi St.  Augujiine,  there  was  another  fort  czWtdSt.Heleita,  where 
there  was  alfo  a  garrifon  of  150  men,  and  that  both  thefe  places 
were  under  the  government  of  one  perfon,  who  at  that  time  was 
one  Pedro  Ma/endez  Marqiiejfe ;  and  that  the  end  for  which  they 
were  conftrufted  and  garrifoned,  was  to  prevent  any  other  nation 
from  making  any  fettlement  on  that  coad. 

Sir  Francis  having  held  a  council  of  his  officer?,  determined 
to  proceed  immediately  againft  St.  Helena,,  which  he  accordingly 
did ;  but,  it  being  a  dangerous  fl^ore,  full  of  flioals,  and  having 
no  pilot  who  knew  the  coaft,  or  could  undertake  to  carry  him  in, 
he  dropt  his  def  gn,  and  made  the  bed  of  his  way  to  Virginia. 

CiptaiK. 
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Captahi  Davis's  Expedition  to  Florida.' 

N  the  year  1665,  Captain  Joh?!  Davis,  one  of  the  Baccaniers, 
_^  or  free-booters,  in  thofe  days  very  nunierous  in  the  Weft-Jndies, 
having  on  feveral  occafions  exerted  himfelf,  and  behaved  with 
extraordinary  intrepidity  and  condud,  was  by  them,  on  that  ac- 
count, chofen  commander  in  chief,  or,  as  they  ftyled  him,  Ad- 
miral of  a  fleet  of  feven  or  eight  veflTels  which  they  were  then  fitting 
out  at  Jamaica  (of  which  ifland  he  was  a  native),  with  an  intent 
to  cruize  againft  the  Spaniards.  For  this  purpofe,  he  fleered  to 
the  northward  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  where  he  fixed  his  flation,  in 
expedlation  of  intercepting  their  fleet  on  its  return  from  New- 
Spain  for  Europe ;  but,  being  difappointed  in  this  fcheme  he  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  Florida,  and  make  a  defcent  on  that 
coaft:  And,  accordingly*  he  carne  before  St.  Augujline,  where  he 
landed,  and  marched  diredly  to  the  town  ;  which  he  entirely  fack- 
ed  and  plundered,  without  meeting  the  leafl:  oppofition  or  refiflianc© 
from  the  Spaniards,  although  they  had  then  a  garrifon  of  two 
hundred  men  in  the  fort,  which,  at  that  time,  was  an  odlagon, 
fortified  and  defended  by  round  tovi^ers. 


:   ofS  oiidi  bn,5  ,n3K. 
,  -  ,  -.--'^'^BlT^y&^T^I^iSedition  into  Florida. 

N  the  year  tjoi,  Colortel  Moot,  at  that  time  governor  o^  Card- 
Una,  entering  this  province  at  the  head  of  the  Etiglijh,  joined 
by  the  Carolina-Indians^  .advanced  towards  the  river  Fli?it :  He  there 
engaged  and  defeai!ed'  i\\^  Spuni Jh-lhdians,  killing  and  taking  pri- 
foners  above  600  of  them,  and  ravaged  the  open  country  ail  the 
Vfay  he  went,  till  he  came  ht^oxt  St.  Augu/iine,  which  he  invefted, 
and  laid  clofe  fiege  to,  but  without  an'y  effeft,  for  the  garrifon  made 
a  brave  and  gallant  defence,    and,   at  the  end  of  three  months, 

a  they 
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they  were  relieved  by  fonfe  Spanijh  veffels,  who  brought  them  frefli 
fupplies,  and  a  reinforcement.  The  appearance  of  this  fo  intimi- 
dated him,  that  he  raifed  the  iiege,  and  retired  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation,  leaving  behind  him  the  veffel  and  the  ftores  w^hich 
he  had  brought  with  him,  and  returned  to  Charles-Toivn,  after  a 
moft  tedious  march  by  land  of  about  300  miles. 


Colonel  NLoor's  fecond  Expedition^ 

IN  the  year  1703,  Colonel  Moor,  at  the  head  of  the  Carolinians, 
made  another  inroad  into  Florida,  marching  into  the  province  of 
Apalachia,  whereof  Don  'Juan  Mexia  was  then  governor ;  whom 
he  attacked,  and,  after  an  obftinate  engagement,  entirely  defeated, 
having  therein  killed,  and  taken  prifoners,  above  eight  hundred  of 
the  Spaniards  and  the  Indians.  Among  the  prifoners  was  Doa 
']ua7i  Mexia  himfelf. 

The  confequence  of  this  a6lion  was  the  reduction  of  the  whole 
province,  which  then  fubmitted  to  the  EngHfi.  Governor  Moor 
took  along  with  him  T400  oi  Indians,  natives  of  this  country,  and, 
tranfporting  them  to  Georgia,  fixed  them  there,  in  a  fettlement  at 
the  Savannah  town,  under  the  EngUJli. 

In  the  year  1706,  the  Englifld  inhabitants  of  CaroUna  went  againft 
the  Atimaco-hidians,  and  deftroyed  all  the  icttlements  in  their 
country. 


Captain  Henry  JenningV  Expedition  to  the  Martyra. 

N   the  year  171 6,  the  IVeJl-India  traders  fitted  out,   at  Jamaica,. 
two  iliips  and  four  flcops,   with  a  defign  of  making  repril'als  on 

N  the 
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the  Spaniards,  for  the  many  lofles  they  had  fufFered  from  the  diffe- 
rent robberies  and  pkmders  commited  by  their  guarde  de  cotes,  who, 
under  fpecious  pretences,  not  only  detained,  but  even  confifcated 
divers  of  their  veflels.  The  command  of  this  Httle  fleet  was  com- 
mitted to  Captain  Henry  Jen?iings,  who  (haped  his  courfe  for  the 
Martyres,  where  the  Spaniards  were  at  that  time  at  work,  in  order 
to  recover  fome  part  of  the  treafure  out  of  the  wreck,  where  the 
galleons,  or  plate-fleet,  were  cafl:  away,  about  two  years  before  that 
on  their  return  to  Europe.  As  foon  as  he  arrived  here,  and  cafl; 
anchor,  he,  with  all  pofl'ible  expedition,  landed  his  forces,  to  the 
number  of  three  hundred  men,  and  attacked  the  guard,  who  im- 
mediately fled,  leaving  in  his  pofleflion  the  treafure  recovered  by 
the  divers,  amounting  to  350,000  pieces  of  eight,  which  was  fent 
on  fhore,  and  kept  under  the  care  of  two  commifl'aries,  with  a 
guard  of  fixty  foldiers.  This  booty  he  forthwith  ordered  on  board 
his  veflTels,  and  returned  with  it  to  Ja?naica. 

In  the  year  1716,  Cherokee  Leechee,  the  chief  of  the  Palachu- 
cola  Indians,  removed,  with  his  whole  tribe,  from  their  former  ha- 
bitation to  the  River  Flinty  where  they  built  themfelves  a  fort,  and 
fixed  a  fettlement. 

In  the  fame  year  alfo  tlie  Veheefee  Creek  Indians,  joined  by  the 
Coweias,  Savannas,  Hogolccges,  Oconee,  and  feveral  remnants  of 
other  fmall  tribes,  removed  from  their  former  fettlements,  and 
fixed  themfelves  on  the  river  Chatahouchee.  They  are  in  all  about 
1000  men,  being  the  moft  warlike  Indians' m  thofe  parts. 


M.  DE  Chateaugue's  Expedition  into  Florida. 

IN  the  year  I7i9>  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  Monfieur  De 
Serigny,  the  governor  oi Loiiifiana,  fent  Monfieur  De  Chateangiie^ 
with  800  Indians,  to  invefl:  the  fort  of  TcnfacoJa,  while  he,  at  the 
fame  time,  failed  for  the  fame  place,   with  a  fleet  of  three  fhips, 
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•viz.  the  Philip  and  Touloi/fe,  each  of  24  guns,  having  on  board 
in  all  about  400  men.  When  this  fleet  came  before  the  fort,  the 
Spaniards  only  fired  two  or  three  fliot  at  them  on  their  approach  ; 
and,  after  beating  the  chamade,  delivered  up  the  fort,  being  grant- 
ed the  liberty  to  march  out  with  their  baggage  and  arms ;  the  lat- 
ter  of  which  they  were  afterwards  to  deliver  up,  and  they  were  alfo 
to  be  fent  to  the  Havavjiah  in  French  bottoms.  Accordingly,  in 
the  beginning  of  Jime,  the  Touloufe  and  the  Marifchal  de  Villars, 
who  were  then  to  fail  for  France,  had  orders  to  land  the  garrifon 
at  the  Havannah ;  hut,  when  they  appeared  off  there,  they  were 
attacked  and  takea  by  a  Spa?2iJJ.'  fleet  of  fmall  craft  (deftined  to  go 
againft  Carolina),  and,  being  carried  in  there,  were  immediately 
fitted  out  and  joined  to  the  faiu  fleet,  whofe  deflination  was  now 
altered,  and  inftrudions  given  them  to  proceed  to  Penfacola,  and 
repofl'efs  themfelves  thereof.  They  arrived  there  in  the  beginning  of 
Anguft,  being  in  all  about  1800  men,  6co  of  whom  were  regulars. 
The  French  deferted  two  fl)ips  they  had  in  the  harbour,  and  the  fea- 
men  that  were  on  board  them  retired  into  the  fort.  The  garrifon, 
being  fummoned,  refufing  to  deliver  up  the  place,  made  a  ft)ew 
of  refiftance  5  yet,_  without  firing  one  gun,  they  offered  to  capitu- 
late. But  the  Spaniards  infifted  on  their  furrendering  themfelves 
prifoners  of  war  at  difcrction,  which  they  did  accordingly,  being 
about  280  in  number.  However,  they  were  not  long  in  thepof- 
feffion  of  the  place  :    For 

Monsieur  De  Champmejlin,  about  the  beginning  of  September^. 
appeared  off  the  ifland  with  a  fleet  of  fix  fail  of  (hips,  viz.  the 
Hercules  of  64  gun?,  the  Mars  of  60,  the  Triton  of  54,  the  Union,. 
a  company'^  ihip  of  36,  the  PhiHp  of  20,  and  a  brigantine.  The 
Spa7iijh  garrifon  having,  before  their  arrival,  had  advice  of  there 
being  at  the  Ifle  Dauphin,  conftrudted  with  all  expedition  a  ftockad— 
ed  fort,  on  the  point  of  the  ifland  St.  Rofa^  and  put  every  thing  ia. 
the  beft  order  they  could  for  their  defence. 

This  fort  the  French  attacked,  and  entirely  battered  down,  the. 
moft  part  of  thofe  who  defended  it  being  killed.  The  SpajiiJJo 
veflels,  being  eleven  in  nun'.iber,  oppofed  the  entrance  of  the  French 
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fleet,  aivJ  behaved  gallantly,  not  ftriking  till  their  ammunition  was 
all  expended.  The  action  lifted  for  two  hours  and  an  half,  when 
the  garrifon  of  the  great  fort,  which  confifted  of  6:0  men,  per- 
ceived that  their  vellels  had  flruck,  they  fent  an  officer  on  board 
the  commodore,  with  an  offer  to  capitulate  :  For  they  did  not 
chufe  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who  had  invelled  the 
place  under  the  command  of  M.  De  Bienville,  for  they  greatly 
dreaded  them.  They  were  refufed  any  other  terms  than  furren- 
dering  prifoncrs  of  war,  at  difcretion,  which  they  did  on  the  17th 
of  Sftember  1719.  Thus  was  this  fort  attacked  and  taken  three 
times,  in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  four  months. 

The  French  demo'iflied,  and  entirely  razed,  both  the  great  fort 
at  Fenfacola,  as  alfo  that  on  St.  Rofa. 


General  Oglethorp's  Expedition  into  Florida. 

N  the  year  1740,  General  Oglethorp,  governor  of  Georgia,  ha- 

ving  concerted,  and  determined  on  the  attack  of  Fort  St.  Au- 

gujiine,  failed  from  Charks-'Town  with  the  tranfports,  under  the 
convoy  of  four  men  of  war,  and  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  River 
St,  Johnj  which  was  the  rendezvous  appointed.  Here  he  was 
joined  by  the  Cherokee-Indians.  On  the  9th  of  May,  he  fet  out 
from  thence  with  his  little  army,  which  confifted  only  of  four  hun- 
dred foldiers,  two  hundred  feamen,  and  three  hundred  Indians,  and 
inarched  to  Fort  Diego,  twenty  miles  higher  up,  which  he  took, 
making  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war.  He  then  advanced  to  Fort 
Mufa,  otherwife  called  Negroe-Fort,  which  he  found  was  deferted 
by  the  Spaniards,  Here  he  left  in  garrifon  a  fmall  party  to  harrafs 
and  alarm  the  enemy ;  then  he  proceeded  to  the  ifland  St.  Anajlatia, 
where  he  encamped,  and  laid  fiege  to  Fort  St.  Augiifti^ie.  The 
Spaniards,  on  the  fifteenth  'June,  fent  out  a  detachment  from  the 
fort,  which,  advancing  to  Negroe-Fort,  attacked  the  party  left  there, 
-and  entirely  defeated  them,  making  feveral  prifoners.  In  this  adion 

Colonel 
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Colonel  Pahnery  who  commanded  the  EjigliJJ:),  was  killed.  Bat- 
teries were  raifed  both  againft  the  town  and  fort,  but  they  did  little 
execution,  being,  on  account  of  the  river  and  moraffes,  conftrudt- 
ed  at  too  great  a  diflance.  The  fleet  alfo  was  forced  by  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  weather  to  put  to  fea,  and  the  Spaniards,  receiving  a 
fupply  from  Cuba,  which  was  brought  up  the  river  Matanz.es,  and 
landed  fafely  at  the  fouth  of  the  town,  as  that  communication  was 
open  to  the  befieged  ;  for  the  befiegers  were  not  ftrong  enough  to 
attempt  to  invefl  the  whole  place,  the  Spaniards  being  in  number 
about  1000  men,  and  their  governor,  having  timely  intelligence  of 
their  intended  vifit,  had  taken  all  neceflary  precautions  for  their  de- 
fence ;  fo  that  Mr.  Oglethorp,  for  thefe  confiderations,  was  obliged 
to  raife  the  fiege  on  the  fourth  of  '^idy. 

This  attempt,  however,  evidently  makes  appear  of  what  con- 
fequence  to  our  trade  the  pofleffion  of  this  country  was  thought  to 
be  at  that  time. 


FINIS. 
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The  Publifher  having  been  favoured  with  the  Copy  of  the  follow- 
ing genuine  Letter,  written  by  Captain  Robinfon,  who  relided  for 
feme  time  at  Villa  Rica,  a  fea-port  in  the  Gulf  o^  Mexico.,  and 
having  permiffion  to  make  it  public,  thinks  an  apology  for 
inferting  it  here  unneceflary,  as  it  contains  fome  obfervations  made 
bv  the  Writer  on  the  country  of  Florida,  which  are  pertinent  to 
the  fuhjeiTt.  To  which  he  has  annexed  a  Plan  of  the  Bay  of  Mobile, 

To  G  E  O  R  G  E    L  O  O  K  U  P,  Efq; 

S  I  R, 

^Ursuant  to  your  requefl,  I  here  tranfmit  you  the  following 
__  obfervations,  made  by  me  on  tjie  country  oi  Florida,  when  I 
vifited  that  coaft  in  the  year  1754. 

On  my  return  to  England,  I  embarked  at  Villa  Rica  (fituated  on 
the  river  Sampeval  on  the  Mexican  coaft)  for  Penfacola.  This 
fmall  town,  or  rather  ftraggling  village,  with  a  fort,  lies  within  a 
fine  bay  of  the  fame  name,  bearing  N.  E.  by  N.  150  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Mijfifippi,  in  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  The 
country  all  around  is  wonderfully  delightful  and  fertile,  aboundino- 
with  various  herbs,  flirubs,  evergreens,  and  meadows,  well  ftocked 
with  cattle.  This  place  was  moft  excellently  fituated,  as  a  barrier  to 
cover  the  Spanipo  territories  in  that  quarter,  which  extended  no  fur- 
ther than  to  the  Rio  Per  dido,  not  far  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  famous 
bay,  called  by  the  French  Mobile. 

■  The  bay  of  Mobile  forms  a  moft  noble  and  fpacious  harbour, 
running  thirty  miles  north,  and  fix  miles  broad,  to  the  feverai 
mouths  of  the  Halabama  and  Chickafaw  rivers.  It  affords  very  good 
anchorage,  and  is  capable  of  containing  the  whole  Briiijh  navy. 

The  French,  perceiving  the  importance  of  this  place,  and  the 
advantages  that  muft  naturally  arif^-  therefrom,  ereiled,  on  the  weft 

O  fide 


[     96     ] 

liJe  of  this  bay,  a  ftrong  fort  called  after  the  bay.  This  place  is 
now  become  to  us  of  the  utnioft  confequence,  fince  all  the  country 
to  th'e  eaftward  of  the  MiJHjippi  is  ceded  to  us  by  the  late  treaty  of 
peace. 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  this  harbour,  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  richelt  part  of  the  country,  is  as  it  were  a  back  door  to  New- 
Orleans,  and  will  ever  remain  an  unmoveable  check,  by  inevitably 
cutting  off  all  communication  between  the  river  MiJJifippi  and  E.11- 
rope,  and  the  French  weftern  iflands.  Yet  this  depends  upon  the 
feafonable  meafures  taken  by  the  government,  to  put  this  country 
and  harbour  into  a  better  pofture  of  defence,  by  ereding  a  fort  at 
its  entrance,  and  fending  colonies  over. 

From  Penfacola,  I  coafted  it  eaftward  for  200  miles,  in  a  brigan- 
tine,  to  St.  Mark  d'  Apalachy,  fcarce  ever  lofing  fight  of  land.  We 
were  becalmed  fo  clofe  to  the  fhore,  as  capable  to  pitch  a  bifcuit 
upon  it,  near  forty  miles  eaft  of  Pefifacola,  the  firmament  being 
very  ferene,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  not  one  breath  of  air.  In  this 
ftate  1  flood  contemplating  on  the  rich  end  bountiful  hand  of  na- 
ture :  looking  .which  way  I  pleafed,  I  was  equally  attradled  with 
a  view  of  the  moft  ravifliing  profpefts.  The  fhore  level,  rifing 
gradually  into  eminencies,  cloathed  with  the  fineffc  verdure,  and 
fpontaneous  produdlions,  interfperfed  promifcuoufly,  as  mulberry, 
cedar,  cocoa,  vanilla,  moho,  and  cabbage-trees,  iSifc.  the  Isfl  tower- 
ing their  found  tops  above  the  refl,  as  if  confcious  of  its  fovereign 
dignity. 

I  difcovered  near  to  this  coaft  feveral  plats  of  ground,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  barakas  of  wood  ( like  thofe  I  had  feen  on  the 
Mexican  coaft)  furrounded  with  pleafant  little  gardens  and  corn. 

About  fixty  miles  further  eafi;,  we  were  again  impeded  in  our 
voyage  by  the  fame  caufe,  clofe  to  the  pleafant  little  town  of 
Santa  °jofiph,  near  the  point  of  Efcondido.-  We  made  no  ftay 
here,  by  reafon  the  wind  was  up  very  foon  after.     The  face  of  the 
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covintry  is  as  before  defcrlbed,   unlefs  a  few  miles  round  Sf.  y-ofepb 
it  is  fomewhat  more  roountaiaous. 

Soon  after  we  arrived  at  Saint  Mark  de  Apalache,  the  fecond  town 
in  Florida,  on  the  northern  extreme  of  ylpa  la  eke  h^^y^  14  miles  dif- 
tant  on  the  north-eall:  lide  of  the  river  Apalache.  In  failing  along  to 
the  above  place,  the  coaft  was  much  the  fame  as  already  mentioned. 
This  town  is  exceedingly  healthful  and  pleafant,  (landing  on  the 
flope  of  a  hill,  and  tolerably  regular,  built  of  ftone,  excepting  fome 
few  barakas.  Here  are  two  convents,  one  oi'Jefuits  and  the  other 
of  Francifcam ;  the  exterior  parts  of  the  town  are  fortified  in  the 
Spanijli  mode,  rather  as  a  defence,  I  fuppofe,  againft  the  natives,  than 
Eiircpeans. 

From  the  excellent  and  centrical  pofition  of  this  fine  port,  it 
carries  a  good  trade  on,  in  its  own  river,  &c.  ar;d  interior 
parts,  as  far  as  the  Apalacbean  mountains.  It  is  looked  upon  to  car- 
ry on  more  commerce  than  all  the  other  fettlements  in  Florida  put 
together. 

Curiosity  induced  me  one  day  to  take  a  journey  of  eight  or  nine 
miles  into  the  country.  I  found  abundance  of  extreme  fine  mul- 
berry trees,  larger  (and  perhaps  better  fru-it)  than  any  I  ever  faw 
in  7/^/)' ;  the  leaves  and  fruit  are  well  known  to  be  the  food  of  that 
valuable  fpecies  iilkworms,  the  climate  and  all  other  neceffaries  being 
adapted  for  their  nourilhment :  neverthelefs,  it  remained  unregarded 
by  the  Spaniards,  though  it  has  produced,  ten  years  ago,  filks  as 
good  as  any  in  Eurcpe.  On  my  return  to  the  town  of  St.  Mark  de 
Apalache,  I  met  with  exquifite  grapes  interfperfed  up  and  down, 
exceeding  the  Mufcadine  in  bulk,  and  fomething  of  their  flavour. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  here  may  be  made  excellent  Vv'ine  :  tho' 
its  generally  turning  four  has  been  hitherto  no  fmall  difcouragement, 
yet  it  might  be  remedied,  by  falling  upon  fome  fimple  ingredient, 
(new  ?iS  i\\z  folium  Indicum,  or  by  alcaline  fait,  coniac,  and  fugar, 
which  will  reftore  fuch  wines  as  have  not  lofl  their  fpirit.  Should 
this  our  fcheme  fucceed,  I  can  procure  a  perfon  who  has  an  infal- 
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lible  lecret  of  curing  four  wines  by  a  fimple  ingredient,  and  a 
judicious  management  while  in  fermentation.  Before  my  departure 
from  the  aforefaid  place,  I  ob'erved  many  barrels  of  rice,  larg^ 
quantities  of  deer,  bear,  and  buffalo-fkins,  with  feme  few  furs,  (l:ip- 
ped  for  Europe. 

Having  finifhed  my  bufinefs  at  St.  Mark'^,  I  took  my  depar- 
ture for  St.  Augtiftine,  doubling  Cape  Florida;  but,  before  I  had 
gone  eighty  miles  how  great  was  my  furprifel  The  fcene  en- 
tirely changed  from  the  moft  delightful  profpeit  and  fertile  foil, 
to  the  moft  barren  mountains ;  not  a  town,  few  or  no  inhabitants, 
to  be  feen  on  that  large  trad  of  land  from  the  Cape  io  Mofquito^  200> 
miles  long  and  150  miles  broad. 

Mosquito  ftands  on  a  little  bay,  not  remarkable  for  any  thing 
unlefs  for  the  fmall  infedts  from  whence  it  is  named,  which  perfe- 
cute  the  inhabitants. 

The  lafl:  place  I  made  on  this  coaft  was  St.  Auguji'ine,  the  capital, 
in  latitude  29  deg.  48  min.  longit,  81  deg.  20.  min.  It  is  built  on 
a  little  bay  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  fhaded  with  trees,  and  forms  an 
oblong  fquare,  divided  into  four  ftreets  (and  has  two  fine  ftreets 
which  cut  each  other  at  right  angles).  The  houfes  are  well-butit 
and  regular.  They  have  only  one  church,  which  is  called  afiar 
the  city. 

St.  John's  Fort,  ftanding  about  a  mile  north  of  it,  is  a  flrong 
Irregular  fortification,  well  mounted  with  cannon,  and  capable  of 
makin?  a  long  defence.  I  remarked  that  the  foil  here  is  neither 
rich  nor  pleafant,  unlefs  on  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  John,  diftant 
27  miles  due  Weft,  which  river  comes  from  the  fouth-part  of  the 
peninfula,  and,  running  north,  it  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  ^/■/i3;^//V 
Ocean,  45  miles  N.  oi  St.  Augnfiine. 

The  principal  rivers  are  the  Chickafaw  and  Halibama,  running 
South  into  the  bay  o^ Mobile.  The  Apalachicola  rifes  near  the  back 
fettlements  of  South  Carolina^  and,  dividing  near  the  mouth  one 

branch 


[    99    ] 

branch,  runs  into  the  bay  of  Sf.  Jo/eph,  and  the  other  into  the 
gulf  of  Mexico,  The  Apalache,  rifing  amongft  the  Apalacbian 
mountains,  purfuing  a  S.  W.  courfe,  difembogues  itfelf  into  a. 
bay  of  the  fame  name.  They  are  well  flocked  with  many 
kinds  of  good  fifh,  and  on  their  banks  are  many  pleafant  meadows, . 
covered  with  herds  of  cattle.  The  two  lafl  are  navigable  a  long' 
way  up. 

The  bays  in  the  gulf  o{ Mexico  are  Mobile,  Penfacola,  St.  Jofeph, 
Apalache,  Efpiritu  Santo,  and  Carlos ;  and  thofe  in  the  Athmtic 
ocean  are  Mofqiiito  and  Sl  Aiigiiftine, 

Most  of  Florida,  unlefs  the  Cape,  is  happily  fituated  between 
the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  but  the  heat  is  rather  more  trouble- 
fome  of  the  two.  It  is  blcffed  with  as  wholefome,  pure  and  ferene 
air,  as  any  part  of  the  world,  not  much  unlike  the  ibuth  oi  France 
tnd  L'ljbon;  although  its  lituation  is  naturally  warm,  the  heat  is 
much  mitigated  by  the  refreshing  breezes  from  the  lea  and  Apala- 
cbian monnidXns, 

I  HAVE  gathered,  not  only  from  my  own  obfervation,  but  alfo 
from  two  authentic  Spanijli  writers,  that  all  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try, extending  from  fifty  miles  eaft  of  Apalache  (in  the  gulf  af 
Mexico)  to  450  miles  weft,  to  the  banks  of  the  river  Miffifippi,.  is 
abundantly  fuperior  to  any  of  our  fettlements.  The  vegetables  here 
are  innumerable  5  for  all  that  grow  in  Europe  are  in  perfedion 
and  many  that  cannot  ftand  the  inclemency  of  our  winters  thrive 
here.  It  has  excellent  timber,  and  fhrubs  of  various  kinds,  'viz. 
oak,  pine,  cedar,  mulberry,  apple,  orange,  peach,  cocoa,  grape, 
olive,  vanilla,  moho,  cabbage,  lightwood,  and  mangrove  trees,  be- 
fides  many  European  fruits  which  are  introduced.  Mulberries, 
grapes,  and  olives,  grow  fpontaneoufly,  and  if  I  am  not  miftaken, 
was  told  by  the  Spaniards  they  have  the  cotton -tree,  being  probable 
enough,  as  it  grows  in  Georgia^  in  the  fame  climate,  not  many 
miles  diftant. 

They 


[        ^00       ] 

They  have  the  moho-tree,  a  very  ufeful  fhrub,  in  great  plenty, 
anfwering  the  ufe  of  hemp,  many  cables  and  ropes  being  made  of 
its  flrons;  fibres. 

I  MUST  not  omit  relating  fome  very  interefting  particulars,  not 
from  any  obfervations  of  my  own,  but  a  quotation  from  fome  ma- 
nufcript  notes  (which  I  accidentally  met  with)  of  Father  Gomez  de 
Sepuhida,  on  the  American  trade. 

"  Florida  (he  fays)  enjoys  a  very  temperate  air  and  foil,  won- 
"  derfully  fertile  in  grain,  herbs,  and  fruits. 

"  The  Fhridans  are  extremely  well-proportioned  warriors,  and 
"  go  almoft  naked:  though  naturally  white,  they  paint  themfelves 
"  of  an  olive-colour.  The  commodities  are  few,  but  coflly,  '■oiz. 
"  gold,  filver,  pearls,  and  furs." 

Most  true,  I  have  feen  their  pearl-fifliery  in  the  hzy  o^  Apalache, 
as  alfo  fome  few  furs :  I  furthermore  have  been  affured,  that  they 
have  mines  of  various  minerals,  in  particular  one  of  filver  at  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  near  the  inland  town  of  Tamezis,  which,  in- 
deed, upon  the  due  proof  of  the  author,  and  its  fituation,  flrenthens 
me  in  that  opinion  ;  for,  admitting  it  be  there  extremely  barren,  I 
was  told  it  was  as  populous  as  any  part  of  Florida. 

"We  need  not  wonder  why  we  are  ignorant  of  .thefe  circumflan- 
ces,  as  it  is  the  interefl  of  the  Spaniards  to  keep  this  as  an  invio- 
lable fecret,  left  fuch  a  delicious  bait  fliould  accelerate  their  falling 
a  viiflim  to  their  envious  neighbours. 

The  animals  are  the  fame  as  in  Old  Mexico,  viz.  the  armidillo, 
flying  fquirrel,  warree,  opoffam  pearree,  guane,  iloch,  racoon, 
beaver,  bear,  buffalo,  and  deer.  And  fince  the  European  cattle 
have  been  introduced,  they  have  furprifingly  increafed  ;  for  I  have 
noticed  numerous  herds  of  cows,  horfes,  flieep,  and  goats,  grazing 
on  the  rich  banks  of  the  Apalache,    and  bay  oi  Pcfifacola. 

4  Seignior 
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Seignior  Diego  Patria  Davalos  obferves,  what  wool  they 
have  is  not  inferior  to  the  EiigliJ}:> ;  for  my  own  part,  what  I  faw 
was  not  equal  to  our  worfi:. 

Of  fiih  on  their  coafts,  and  in  the  bays,  they  have  the  paracod, 
tortoifes  of  five  feveral  kinds,  manatee,  &c.  j  in  the  rivers,  the  fame 
as  in  Carolina. 

Of  their  feathered  kind  are  the  curofoe,  the  maccow,  the  quam, 
and  humming-bird,  befides  European  poultry.  Their  infedls  are  the 
cochineal-fly,   miqua,  and  altera,  &c. 

The  natives  have  no  manufadlures  but  what  each  family  makes 
for  its  own  ufe :  They  are  declared  enemies  to  labour,  fpending 
their  time  chiefly  in  hunting  and  war  ;  yet  neceflity  induces  them 
to  plant  corn  fufficient  for  their  fupport. 

The  natives  are  extremely  healthful,  rarely  troubled  with  any 
difeafes,  unlefs  the  fmall-pox,  and  fuch  as  arife  from  excefs  of 
drinking.  They  have  fometimes  fevers  and  pleurifies,  but  no  croni- 
cal  diftemper,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  viitue  of  herbs  which 
cure  venomous  bites  and  wounds. 

The  Floriihns  are  a  manly  well-fhaped  race  :  the  men  are  tall, 
and  the  women  little,  anointing  themfelves  with  oil  and  greafe,  and 
thereby  becoming  a  dark  brown.  They  wear  a  cloth  betwixt  their 
thighs,  girded  about  their  waift,  fomething  like  breeches,  and  the 
women  a  kind  of  fliort  petticoat  to  their  knees. 


They  are  a  brave,  good-natured  people,  very hofpitabie  to  Gran- 
gers, and  not  cannibals,  as  firfl:  reprefented.  They  are  patient  in 
adverfity,  llow  to  anger,  not  eafily  provoked,  quick  of  apprehenfion, 
and  have  a  great  flow  of  fpirits.  Their  public  conferences  fhew  them 
to  be  men  of  genius  and  ftrong  natural  parts. 

You  have  herein  the  fubflance  of  my  poor  remarks,  which  I 
heartily  wifli  may  be  happy  enough  to  enlighten  the  obfcure  know- 
ledge 
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ledge  of  this  charming  country,  to  the  advantage  of  individuals,  ef- 
pecially  adventurers,  as  we  are  not  indebted  to  any  of  our  country- 
men for  any  fatisfadory  account  thereof.  I  cannot  advance  any 
other  reafon  for  it  than  a  political  view  of  the  Spaniards  to  fecrete 
their  riches,  like  the  French,  of  which  we  have  recent  proofs,  viz. 
-Canada,  &c.  and  difcouraging  accounts  of  our  people,  who 
generally  touching  at  the  Cape,  find  it  there  extremely  barren. 
lam, 

Honourable  Sir, 

J  U  N  E    22, 

1763.  Your  humble  fervant, 

THOs.  ROBINSON. 
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